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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the
purpose of raising awareness of

HIV/AIDS, remembering those

lost to the disease, and helping
survivors cope with the loss of
their loved one.
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a publication of Quilt Project Gold Coast

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
by Keith Coffman-Grey

Quilt Project Gold Coast is very excited to present our first issue of The Stitch’n
Times! We hope you will enjoy our new quarterly newsletter and stay informed
about what QPGC is doing to help get new HIV infections to ZERO.

QPGC was founded in early 2018 partly to respond to the increase in HIV/AIDS
infections in Ventura County, and to remember those lost to the disease in the
Gold Coast, by making new AIDS Memorial Quilts.

We had a busy year in 2018, displaying four 12x12 foot AIDS Memorial Quilt
blocks (32 individual quilts) throughout Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.
Most were sewn in the 1990’s by Quilt Project/NAMES Project Ventura County,
and were of men who’d died from AIDS complications in VC. We showed the
Quilt from October AIDS Awareness Month through World AIDS Day weekend
in early December.

Our kickoff on October 19" at the Museum of Ventura County was followed by
a weeklong display at the Santa Barbara Courthouse. We spoke and shared
the Quilt at area churches from October through December 2" and on
November 29" participated in Cal Lutheran’s World AIDS Day event.

On World AIDS Day (Dec. 1), QPGC displayed the Quilt at Diversity Collective’s
observance at Heritage Square in Oxnard. These events wouldn’t have
happened without the help of our board Mark Lager, Cindy Copeland Burrell
and Neil Coffman-Grey. (continued on Page 2)

THE HISTORY OF THE AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT

by Mark Lager

Through the turbulent times of the 1980s and early 1990s, when the fear and concern of HIV and AIDS was
so palpable, the creation of the AIDS Memorial Quilt became a visible symbol of the tremendous loss of
many loved ones. (continued on Page 3)

ALL ABOARD FOR PRIZES, DANCING & SMORGASBORD!
GOTHIC HARBOR Sunset Cruise

September 7t from 7-9pm bvoarding at 6:45
Island Packers, 16941 Spinnaker Drive in Ventura

To benefit Quilt Project Gold Coast
And Diversity Collective Ventura County’s HIV/AIDS program

QUESTIONS: 805.569.0561 or coffmangrey@hotmail.com
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THE NUMBERS

45

2016 HIV/AIDS diagnoses
in Ventura County

85

2017 new VC diagnoses

61

2018 new VC diagnoses

12

2018 deaths from AIDS in
Ventura County

5

2019 deaths in Santa
Barbara County (st quarter)
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

This year we’ve been busy making new AIDS Memorial Quilts, with quilting
bees at UU Church Ventura every 2™ and 4™ Wednesdays as well as Sundays in
Santa Barbara. These new panels will debut during October AIDS Awareness
Month through World AIDS Day, and you can also catch two original 12x12
blocks from The NAMES Project in case you missed them last year.

QPGC has also started our speakers bureau to discuss the history of HIV/AIDS
in our community and show the AIDS Memorial Quilts. This year we’ll also be
visible at area Pride Festivals.

On September 7" we will host the Gothic Harbor Sunset Cruise! This is our major
fundraiser each year, and this fun event is a great way to support QPGC (see
inside for sponsorship, ticket and costume contest information).

I want to personally thank everyone for supporting Quilt Project Gold Coast
during our first year. Every donation no matter what amount (including fabric)
helps achieve our Mission Statement: To create and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties for the purpose of raising
awareness of HIV/AIDS, remembering those lost to the disease, and helping
survivors cope with the loss of their loved one.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST
SPRING /| SUMMER SCHEDULE

QUILTING BEE, UU Church Ventura
(www.uuventura.org), 5654 Ralston Street

6:00, Wednesday, May 23

2:00, Sunday, June2 QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING & QUILTING BEE

1615 Calle Canon, Santa Barbara
6:00, Wednesday, June 12 QUILTING BEE, UU Church Ventura
6:00, Wednesday, June 26  QUILTING BEE, UU Church Ventura
6:00, Wednesday, July 10 QUILTING BEE, UU Church Ventura
6:00, Wednesday, July 24 QUILTING BEE, UU Church Ventura
6:00, Wednesday, August 14 QUILTING BEE, UU Church Ventura
Saturday, August 17 VENTURA PRIDE FESTIVAL
6:00, Wednesday, August 28. QUILTING BEE, UU Church Ventura

7:00, Saturday, September 7 GOTHIC HARBOR SUNSET CRUISE
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QUILTING BEES AT UUCV
by Andy Edgar-Beltran v
Early in 2019, Quilt Project Gold Coast began a wonderful H
collaboration with the Unitarian Universalist Church of | QU PROJECT GO ConsT
Ventue {UUCY). . HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

On the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month, !
QPGC and interested community members hold quilting : YOUR NAME
bees in UUCV's community hall to work on new AIDS Quilt :

Is. :
panets | YOUR ADDRESS
It is a great opportunity for folks in Ventura to create quilt :

panels for loved ones who are not already part of the
NAMES project, and participate in helping to create Quilt |
Panels for other members of the local community who PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text/ email)
have lost the fight. ?

UUCV is very excited to be part of this important work

with QPGC! i 1| AM INTERESTED IN:

S ' making a 3x6’ memorial quilt
i panel for a loved one lost to AIDS

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)

| joining in monthly sewing bees
helping with displays and booths
donating fabric / materials
joining QPGC’s mailing list
contributing

1 ** Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
: Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.

£ S :
QPGC Vice-President Mark Lager working on a Quilt at UUCV. THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

THE HISTORY OF THE AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT (continued from Page 1):
Begun in 1987 in San Francisco by Cleve Jones, each Quilt panel became a means to work out grief, anger
and pain. Today the Quilt is housed in Atlanta, GA with over 48,000 individual panels.

The Quilt is the largest community arts project in the world, a spontaneous grassroots expression. Quilt
displays raise awareness, and coupled with education about HIV/AIDS, this has become a vital tool to keep
this disease in America’s consciousness.

The local chapter of the Quilt, NAMES Project Ventura County, formed in the 1990s to create and display
Quilt panels. Today, members of that chapter reformed as a new nonprofit, and QUILT PROJECT GOLD
COAST is again holding quilting bees to make panels for loved ones. Everyone is welcome to participate.

We remember the NAMES!
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Quilt Project Volunteer
—— & ANDEYA GARCIA

- U iy

o]

S8~ | Hardworking quilter ANDEYA GARCIA s stitching our 2018
Harbor Oifice Solutions signature panel that features handwritten messages to
dozens of those lost to the disease. Using thread that
- O”g”’;j; matches each Sharpie color used by those who attended

X 805.963.9996 our events last year, Andeya is helping to memorialize the
harborofficesolutions.com names

A loving mom who works at El Concilio Family Services
and serves on Diversity Collective’s HIV/AIDS advisory
committee since its beginning, Andeya still finds time to

CARD ADS PACE sew on the signature panel in the evenings.
AVAILABLE! $50/YEAR “The reason | am sewing for the AIDS memory quilt is

because being a teen mom | had to learn to advocate for
Text 805.455.4788 for more information | my child when they were in school, and now that they’re
grown, | still want to continue to advocate for the LGBTQ
community,” she told The Stitch’n Times.

“Most of all it gives me great pleasure stitching every single name of those persons who have passed away
so they won'’t be forgotten.”

Andeya was a volunteer for the AIDS Memorial Quilt in the 1990s. “I took it as a school project, but once |
got to know the people involved in the AIDS quilt and what they were about and how they fought for their
rights,” Andeya committed herself to ensuring that those lost to AIDS would be remembered.

Quilt Project Gold Coast could not do what we do without volunteers like Andeya Garcia!
".-"_‘:{ﬁ(— e Y

Quilt Project Panel

RANDY MORRISON
by Doug Halter

It seems like a lifetime ago. Yet he changed my life
forever.

The early years of AIDS were filled with denial and
prejudice. Randy and | met during those years, he .
having moved from Redding and I just returning from QPGC President Keith Coffman-Grey with Randy’s panel at CLU.
North Carolina to LA. After we exchanged phone numbers, | remember the excitement of our next call or date. |
halfway joke about “stalking” him at work for the first few months just to be with him even more.

i

| never thought | would meet someone | was so attracted to and with whom | could never spend enough time, but
Randy and | were inseparable soulmates. We moved to Ventura and bought our first house on Poli Street. Our lives
were private; only our closest friends knew we were life partners, not just best friends. | met so many of his friends
from his time with Up With People and his grandparents in Mission Hills, all of who loved Randy deeply.

AIDS seemed like someone else’s problem as Randy and | enjoyed our lives, renovating our home, throwing small
dinner parties and spending every moment together. One day he asked me to get tested for HIV; it seemed out of
the blue, because we didn’t know anyone infected (nor did | think we ever would). We got tested a few weeks later
and together found out the horrific news that we were both infected. (continued on back page)
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September 7, 2019

a benefit costume ertl
QUILT PROJECT GOLD. ST &
DIVERSITY COLLECTIVE VENTURA' 805.569.0561

SPONSORSHIP & TICKET PRE-ORDER FORM
Gothic Harbor GOLD CIRCLE $41000

- 6 boarding passes + 6 drawing raffle tickets - name on calligraphy board at event
- 1 gold-plated, sterling silver AIDS ribbon w / amethyst - logo on publicity and program materials
- name promotion in media and program materials - mention during program

Poe’s Raven AMETHYST CIRCLE $500

- 4 boarding passes + 4 drawing raffle tickets - name on calligraphy board at event
- 1 gold-plated, sterling silver AIDS ribbon w / amethyst - logo on publicity and program materials
- name promotion in media and program materials - mention during program

Frankenstein’s Castle SILVER CIRCLE $250

- 2 boarding passes + 2 drawing raffle tickets - name on calligraphy board at event
- name promotion in media and program materials - mention during program

____YES! | want to support QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST and DCVC’s HIV/AIDS
Prevention & Education Program with my tax-deductible contribution of $

NAME (for listings)

Address/City/Zip

Phone/text Email ,
Facebook/website Logo: We will contact you for image
TICKETS: ___We'd like ___ extra tickets at $50 each ____Donate our tickets for students

PAYMENT: __ Check payable to “Quilt Project Gold Coast” ___ Contact us for credit card payment

CHECKS AND GIFT CARDS TO Quilt Project Gold Coast, 1615 Calle Canon, Santa Barbara 93101
QUESTIONS? Phone/fax 805.569.0561 Email coffmangrey@hotmail.com




i

Septémber 7 2019

a benefit costume cruise for

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COASI Vs S
DIVERSITY COLLECTIVE VENTURA COUNTY

ORDER YOUR AIDS
MEMORIAL PIN TODAY!
(order form inside)

e Help raise awareness of
HIV/AIDS

e  Support Quilt Project Gold
Coast’s HIV/AIDS work

e 14-karat gold-plated, solid
sterling silver with amethyst
heart (274" x 14")
THANK YOU FOR THE FABRIC
Rev. Craig Chapman
Sandie Seiler Wolfe
Donna Hurtubise Klinge

805.569.05611

RANDY MORRISON REMEMBRANCE (continued from Page 4):

| remember the doctor telling us there was nothing they could do for us while we
were dying from this disease, but they would make us as comfortable as they could.
He said that since it was too late for us, offering us no more than a year to live, he
encouraged us to talk about our status so others wouldn’t make the same mistakes.

| guess the “mistake” | made was having the courage to love the person most
connected to my own soul and who made me the best person.

Upon Randy’s death that cold winter morning in 1990, | thought life was over too.
But 29 years later, his death still brings tears to my eyes and ache to that missing
piece of my heart. | didn’t expect to be here more than a few months after Randy
departed. On that day | made a commitment to live life as openly and honestly as |
could in honor of Randy, who was so proud of who he was, and to make sure that my
presence on Earth is remembered.

And that | leave a positive legacy, since Randy and so many other beautiful and
talented people had their lives stolen by this horrific disease.

| feel Randy’s presence to this day.

I have aged, but he hasn’t, and I still see him as that stunning, vivacious 26-year-old
man.

As we continue to fight one of humankind’s worst epidemics, | think the only way to
offer solace for the loss of so many is to learn the lessons of AIDS. That our enemy is
not each other, but in fact disease, poverty, hunger and lack of education. We need
to work together to fight these conditions, and never again blame any part of our
community for all of society’s ills, but know what impacts one of us impacts us all.

Randy’s love and strength are forever woven into my fight for this enduring legacy.



