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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awareness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
by Keith Coffman-Grey

Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) has been very busy this Spring and Summer
making new AIDS Memorial Quilts that we’ll be displaying this Fall. We are very
grateful to the Universalist Unitarian Church of Ventura for allowing us space
every 2™ and 4™ Wednesdays of each month to put together new Quilts to
remember those we have lost.

QPGC has booths at this year’s Pride Festivals — on August 17" in Ventura (see
inside) and on August 24 in Santa Barbara. Our booths include our signature
panel Quilt for 2019, so you can write the name of someone you know who
was lost to AIDS, and we’ll be selling our AIDS pins AND tickets for our big
fundraiser, the Gothic Harbor Sunset Cruise!

Our big event of each year, this year’s Gothic Harbor Sunset Cruise travels the
Ventura Harbor on September 7" from 7-gpm. Tickets are only $50 for this 2-
hour cruise, and include our famous “scrumptious smorgasbord,” a trophied
costume contest, amazing raffle prizes, DJ dancing and a special onboard
performance by BellaDonna.

All proceeds benefit Quilt Project Gold Coast and the HIV/AIDS program at
Diversity Collective Ventura County’s Community Resource Center. The ticket
order form and envelope are available in this edition of Stitch’n Times, or you
can order online through Eventbrite or Facebook.

PUT ON YOUR GOTH LOOK AND HAVE FUN SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY!

HOW TO MAKE A QUILT PANEL
by Mark Lager

Making a Quilt panel is a wonderful way to memorialize someone we lost to AIDS. We don’t need to be
artistic or even an expert at sewing to make a Quilt. In making a panel, different fabrics can be used -
different lettering styles too! Any panel remembrance is appropriate. (continued on Page 3)

ALL ABOARD FOR PRIZES, DANCING & SMORGASBORD!

GOTHIC HARBOR Sunset Cruise

With special performance by BELLADONNA

September 7t from 7-9pm boarding at 6:45
Island Packers, 1691 Spinnaker Drive in Ventura

To benefit Quilt Project Gold Coast
And Diversity Collective Ventura County’s HIV/AIDS program

QUESTIONS: 805.569.0561 or coffmangrey@hotmail.com
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[ THE NUMBERS by county
l H VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST 850,802 population 456’514

QUILT PROJECT
GOLD COAST
1615 Calle Canon 45 2016 new HIV/AIDS diagnoses 30

Santa Barbara 93101
Phone (805) 569-0561
85 2017 new diagnoses 27

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Keith Coffman-Grey, President .
Mark Lager, Vice-President 61 2018 new diagnoses 3 2
Neil Coffman-Grey, Treasurer

Cindy Copeland Burrell,

2 2019 new diagnoses throughJune3o 12
Secretary 3 2 g g 3
Andy Edgar-Beltran, Member
Manny Edgar-Beltran, Member 12 2018 deaths from AIDS complications 5
Glen Heppner, Member

Quilt Project Gold Coast is an IRS-

registered 501(c)(3) tax-exempt
public nonprofit #82-5041084. n/ d 2019 deaths < 5

Data provided by counties’ public health depts.

*2019 statistics are preliminary

QUILT PROJECT
AT THE COUNTY
BOARDS OF
SUPERVISORS
Quilt Project Gold Coast
THE STITCH’N TIMES volunteers Keith (left)
Neil Coffman-Grey, Editor and Neil Coffman-Grey
Contributors pasewlth Bandy b
. panel outside Santa
Keith Coffman-Grey Barbara Supervisor
Mark Lager Gregg Hart’s office.
Andy Edgar-Beltran 2
Special thanks to Gregg
Printing donated by and staffer Ethan
HARBOR OFFICE Bertrand for
SOLUTIONS Coordinating this

Quilt Project Gold Coast thanks
Jay Gilson and Harbor Office
Solutions for their generosity.

Stitch’n Times is mailed
quarterly to our supporters.

display with us!

August 12-16 QPGC displayed Randy Morrison’s panel at the Santa Barbara
County Board of Supervisors offices. And from September 16-27, we will be
showing several Quilts at the Ventura County Board of Supervisors offices as
well, courtesy of Supervisor Steve Bennett and his Chief of Staff Cindy Cantle!
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AMGEN PRIDE SUPPORTS THE QUILT PROJECT
by Andy Edgar-Beltran

As a member of Amgen PRIDE, | am proud that we are
supporting Quilt Project Gold Coast with a $500 Amethyst
Circle sponsorship of the Gothic Harbor Sunset Cruise!

Amgen PRIDE is an Employee Resource Group at Amgen
for LGBTQ employees and our allies.

Amgen is consistently rated as a top place to work for
diversity, and has received a score of 100% several years in
a row on Human Rights Campaign’s Corporate Equality
index. Our priorities are to promote a diverse workforce
and inclusive company culture through various on-campus
events, provide support and networking opportunities for
members, and give back to the community through
participation in local LGBTQ events and nonprofit
partnerships.

We are thrilled to sponsor the Harbor Cruise for QPGC!

AMGEN'

Amgen PRIDE
LGBTQ and Allies Network

|
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THANKS OUR HARBOR CRUISE SPONSORS!
GOLD CIRCLE
r 4
{J GILEAD
AMETHYST CIRCLE

AMGEN PRIDE
KEITH & NEIL COFFMAN-GREY

SILVER CIRCLE
DONNA & SHAWN KLINGE
JERRY GRAY & JOHN ROBLES
HARBOR OFFICE SOLUTIONS
BLAKE MASHBURN, REALTOR
LAW OFFICE OF JOSEPH A. RUND
MARC GOLDMAN
MONTECITO BANK & TRUST
DENNIS MITCHELL & RICHARD SANDERS
*partial list

HOW TO MAKE A QUILT PANEL (continued from Page 1):

Quilt Project Gold Coast members can work with you to create a panel. You can work on the Quilt privately
as a personal memorial, or you may join our quilting bees. The choice is yours.

Design your panel. Include the person’s name and any additional information, such as birth and death

dates, hometown, and special talents or pastimes.

Choose your materials. Be sure the Quilt is durable, since it’s unfolded with each display. Glue deteriorates
with time, so it’s best to sew things onto the panel. Your finished, hemmed vertical or horizontal Quilt
must be 3x6 feet (90X180 cm) — no more and no less. When you cut the fabric, leave an extra 2-3 inches on
each side for the hem. If you can’t hem it yourself, we’'ll do it for you. Batting or fill for the panels is not

necessary, but backing is recommended.

Create your panel. Use some of the following techniques:

e Applique: Sew fabric, letters and mementos onto background fabric (glue won’t last);
e Paint: Brush on textile paint or color-fast dye, or use indelible ink (puffy paint is too sticky);
e Stencils: Pencil your design onto fabric, lift the stencil, then use a brush to apply textile paint or

indelible markers;

e Collage: Make sure whatever materials you add won’t tear the panel’s fabric (no glass or sequins),

and be sure to avoid very bulky objects;

e Photos: Photocopy pictures onto iron-on transfers, iron onto 100% cotton, and sew that fabric to the
panel. A clear plastic-vinyl encased photo can also be sewn to the panel (off-center to avoid the fold).

Once your panel is completed, Quilt Project Gold Coast can display it with other locally created panels.
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Quilt Project Volunteer
AY GILSON W GLEN HEPPNER

zeay The Stitch’n Times salutes international artist and
Harbor Oifice Solntions accomplished seamster GLEN JACOB HEPPNER, who
produces Quilt panels at a lightning pace, designed our
e PHONE 305,930 logo and serves on our Board of Directors.
1626 De L ree 805.259.7802
Santa Barbara, 3 805.963.9996
jay@harborofficesolutions.con harborofficesolutions.com

Glen received a Bachelor's Degree in Fine Art and Graphic
Design at Bemidji State University in Minnesota. He also

studied Art and Architectural Design at Oxford, England.
His paintings grace public and private collections,
including Wolfgang Puck, Chaka Khan and Matt Damon.
And his painting of Queen Elizabeth is at Buckingham

e are proud to provide a home for the AIDS al qu
making of the Quilt Project Gold Coast H )
We gather every Sunday at 10:00 am Palace n London'
.~ 5654 Ralston Street .. . . . . a
Ventura, CA 93003 In addition to volunteering his time for Quilt Project Gold
We invite 3
3 :{;;,dmﬁ{‘z;:gg;‘::gg;fjfgm Coast, Glen also donates his artwork to events such as
i e | QPGC's harbor cruise raffles as well as 25% of the proceeds

SlwwtacebookcomUtventura/. | of his artwork, available at www.heppnerart.com.

Glen recently told The Stitch’n Times why he is so
passionate about The Quilt Project. “I'm doing it in honor

CARD ADS PACE of my mum, who was an accomplished quilter involved

with her church ladies aid group. Those ladies made one

AVAI LABLE! $50/YEAR for me after my mum passed. | cherish it.

Text 805.455.4788 for more information | “Also in memory of my late partner Tye,” Glen added. “He
and my mum had a great connection. They passed 2
months apart.

“To this new generation, | want them to understand what we had to endure in the early years of the
disease. Being shunned by family. People afraid to get near you in case you sneezed,” Glen said. “Very
much like how our generation looks up to the generation before us, where they couldn't even be open
about their sexuality.

“Don't take things for granted. Life can be a beautiful journey. Listen to those who give honest advice,
those who know by experience. They are trying to prevent you from making the same mistakes in order to
prevent heartaches. Learn from mistakes and keep a positive attitude. Love.”

i ¢ m . QUILTPROJECT = |
GOLD COAST

AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT -

Quilt Project Goes to Pride

With a booth this past springtime at the Annual AIDS Walk, Quilt
Project Gold Coast decided to have our first Pride Booth on August
17" at the 20" Annual Ventura County Pride Festival.

It was a terrific day at Plaza Park, a homecoming of sorts since
Quilt Project, then NAMES Project Ventura County, was at the very

first festival in Ventura. = i , ‘
=2 , b

With another booth at Santa Barbara Pride on August 24", we plan QPGC volunteers; Keith Coffman-Grey, Mark Lager and
next year to expand to the Santa Maria and Conejo Valley festivals. Cindy Copeland Burrell at Ventura Pride.
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QUILT PROJECT FALL CALENDAR

Sunday, August 21

6:00, Wednesday, August 28

7:00, Saturday, September 7

6:00, Wednesday, September 11

6:00, Wednesday, September 25

2:00, Sunday, September 29

Friday, October 4

6:00, Wednesday, October 9

6:00, Wednesday, October 23

Sunday, October 27

Sunday, November 3

6:00, Wednesday, November 13

Sunday, December 1

Sunday, December 1

Wednesday, December 4

SANTA BARBARA PRIDE
FESTIVAL

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura (www.uuventura.org),
5654 Ralston Street

GOTHIC HARBOR SUNSET
CRUISE

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

BOARD MEETING 805.569.0561
for details

a
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HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

{ PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text/ email)

DISPLAY, St. Paul’s Church (Santa |

Paula)

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

AIDS SERVICE, UU Church
Ventura

AIDS SERVICE, UU Church Santa
Paula

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

AIDS SERVICE, All Saints Church
(Oxnard)

WORLD AIDS DAY VIGIL,
Heritage Square (Oxnard)

WORLD AIDS DAY OBSERVANCE,

Cal Lutheran University

" CHRISTOPHER DYE

3/3/53 - 6/11/90
by Neil Coffman-Grey

W let Project Panel

| AM INTERESTED IN:

___ making a 3x6’ memorial quilt
panel for a loved one lost to AIDS

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
joining in monthly sewing bees
helping with displays and booths

donating fabric / materials

joining QPGC’s mailing list

contributing

** Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

It is said, particularly in social justice movements, that we stand on
- the shoulders of those who came before us. And for noone in Ventura
County LGBT history is this more true than CHRISTOPHER DYE.

The first President of AIDS Care, Inc. and one of the most visible faces
for our community and people living with AIDS, Chris inspired and

- guided many in our own activism. He kept ACI’s doors open despite

" battling his own declining health, and in his death was the namesake
of Christopher House, a nonprofit hospice that gave scores of Gay

men and others comfort and dignity as they died from the disease.

His Quilt panel (at left) was completed this August. (continued on Page 6)



GET YOUR AIDS
AWARENESS PIN
TODAY (only $40)

e Help raise awareness of
HIV/AIDS

e Support Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS
work

e 14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver with
amethyst heart

CONTACT US ON OUR
WEBPAGE

www.Facebook.com/
QuiltProjectGoldCoast

QUILT PROJECT AT VENTURA’S 20th ANNUAL PRIDE
Volunteers Keith (left) and Neil Coffman-Grey showed
Assemblymember Monique Limon, herself an AIDS activist,
panels from our local AIDS Memorial Quilt on August 7™,

. . WELCOME TO OUR NEW BOARDMEMBERS!

E

]
v Witk ! QPGC welcomed 3 new directors to our
[Hij GO COKST : Board this summer, mcludi.ng ANDY
AIDS  WEMORAL QT EDGAR-BELTRAN, who coordinates our

bimonthly Quilting Bees at UU Church of
Ventura and is a member of Amgen
PRIDE, supporting our Harbor Cruise.

Artist GLEN HEPPNER is our sewing mas-
ter and has donated so much through his
works, including from sales through
HeppnerArt.com and items for auction.
He also designed Quilt Project’s logo and
DCVC’s HIV outreach artwork.

Fr. MANNY EDGAR-BELTRAN is an AIDS
activist whose ministry includes outreach
. to those living with the virus, and he has
greatly expanded awareness of the Quilt
through his social media outreach.

CHRISTOPHER DYE APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):

In 1985 and ’86 after too many of our Gay men had already died from the
disease, members of our community came together to begin the work of
taking care of our brothers, led by Mark Vartanian. AIDS Care, Inc. was
incorporated in 1987.

Chris, who had been diagnosed in early 1987, became involved and served as
the President of ACI. He lectured throughout the county for 2 % years, served
on the Ventura County Board of Supervisors AIDS Commission, the Ventura
AIDS Task Force and received several awards for his community service.

Chris was beloved by the community, and AIDS Care remained open despite
public indifference (Ventura County and its Public Health Department being a
rare and vital friend) as well as disputes within the LGBT community itself.

At a time when the Ventura County Star headlined its articles on Chris “AIDS
victim,” Chris was anything but. He retired from AIDS Care only months
before he died on June 11, 1990. At his funeral MCC Ventura Rev. Catherine
Houchins revealed Chris planned his own “celebration” that featured show
tunes and other favorites, including the AIDS anthem “That’s What Friends
Are For” and Greensleeves.

When | became involved with AIDS Care in late 1990, | was helping ACI’s first
Executive Director Reese Welsh organize the office files and came across the
trove of Chris’s writings.

They included a 1988 AIDS Care newsletter with his words that we were
“living history,” and how important it was to document the times we were
living in. Today, the LGBT history collection housed at Cal State University at
Channel Islands include many original items from AIDS Care amid its boxes of
materials, yet another aspect of his enduring legacy.

| “stood on his shoulders” and modeled my activism on Christopher Dye’s
trailblazing and philosophy. And yet we never met.



