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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
by Keith Coffman-Grey

Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) was very busy this fall during our second year,
making new AIDS Memorial Quilts and showing them to raise awareness about
HIV/AIDS on the Gold Coast!

On September 7th we held our Gothic Harbor Sunset Cruise in the Ventura
Marina. This fun event helped us raise funds necessary to continue our work.

At our Quilting bees at UU Church of Ventura (2" and 4™ Wednesdays of each
month), we finished seven new AIDS Memorial Quilts, with a few more almost
completed. These new Quilts, plus two locally-made 12x12’ National NAMES
Project blocks, were shown throughout Ventura and Santa Barbara counties
during October AIDS Awareness Month through December World AIDS Day.

Our displays and presentations were at the Santa Barbara County Courthouse,
the UU Churches in Ventura and Santa Paula, Oxnard College, the Agricultural
Museum and St. Paul’s Church (Santa Paula), and Temple Adat Elohim
(Thousand Oaks). We also spent a day at Santa Barbara City Hall (see photo

and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa
Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awareness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.

inside), with a proclamation presented by the City for AIDS Awareness Month.

For World AIDS Day we’ll be at Oxnard’s All Saints Church and Heritage
Square on December 1*, and on December 4™ at Cal Lutheran University.

For AIDS Awareness Month, Board member Glen Heppner created our first-
ever PSA for social media. We targeted those in both counties most affected
by HIV/AIDS and ended up with over 7,500 views! (continued on Page 2)

QUILT PROJECT: My Story
by Cindy Copeland Burrell

When | moved to Ventura in the late ‘80s | searched
for a way to get involved in the community. AIDS
wasn’t very well understood at that time, and there
was a lot of fear and prejudice. In London many of
my gay friends were subjected to those attitudes,
so | decided to volunteer at AIDS Care, a Ventura
nonprofit operating at that time.

| was warmly welcomed and started on the evening
hotlines. After a few months | was promoted to Vol-
unteer Coordinator and met Neil (then) Demers-Grey
when he trained for the phone lines. We became
close friends along with Mark Lager, another volun-
teer. So when they decided to form a chapter of
NAMES Project, | got involved! (continued on Page 3)

QUILT PROJECT: My Story
by Mark Lager

In 1989 Ventura County was seeing an increase in
AIDS cases. AIDS Care, Inc. (ACl) had just opened its
doors and there was an influx of both clients for
services and callers to the hotline.

At the time, | had read about protests by ACT-UP to
call attention to the AIDS epidemic and lack of gov-
ernment response. | also saw many candlelight vigils
taking place throughout cities around the country.
Cleve Jones and activists in San Francisco began the
NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt, to protestina
silent, solemn ceremony with these large panels.

I volunteered at ACI and joined the Buddy Program.
I was assigned my first buddy and took him to Santa
Barbara for weekly transfusions. (continued on Page 2)
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THE NUMBERS by county
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

456,514
30
27
32

2019 new diagnoses through Sep. 30 23

VENTURA COUNTY

850,802
45
85
61
4é

12 2018 deaths from AIDS complications 5

<5

*2019 statistics are preliminary

population
2016 new HIV/AIDS diagnoses
2017 new diagnoses

2018 new diagnoses

n/a
Data provided by counties’ public health depts.

2019 deaths

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

The video, featuring our newest Quilts, shared the current year’s new infection
rates as well as last year’s deaths in both counties. Public access TV stations
also showed the video.

I want to thank our Board and numerous volunteers who made our second
year such a success. We couldn’t have accomplished this year without you!

And a special thank-you to you, our supporters. Please consider a year-end
donation to Quilt Project Gold Coast. Any amount, however big or small, helps
us continue our work.

Let’s always REMEMBER THE NAMES and get to ZERO NEW INFECTIONS.
Keith Coﬁ:mem-Grey, President

QUILT PROJECT: MY STORY (continued from Page 1):
I knew | wanted to keep this epidemic in the forefront of local people’s minds.
I wanted to make Quilts. | wanted a NAMES Project chapter.

| told others of my desire, and with Neil, Cindy and others we became NAMES
Project Ventura County, sewing panels for local people while knowing many
families were not comfortable releasing even their last names. We showed the
large 12x12’ blocks at various events (as we do now). After new HIV drugs hit
the market in 1996, display of the Quilt languished.

But now, HIV and AIDS statistics are rising, and QPGC is again making panels to
display. Keeping the message of HIV/AIDS before the public is still our goal.
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JESUS AND HIV/AIDS
by Fr. Manny Edgar-Beltran, O.S.B.

We as a society pick and choose what we want to be affiliated with. Some of us, as Christians, claim to love
Jesus but will discriminate against those who are HIV+ or have AIDS (among other things).

Scripture tells us that Jesus LOVES the world, and therefore JESUS loves the world that has AIDS. JESUS
loved and worked with the “least of these” and those marginalized by society. Now many of the “least of
these” people have AIDS, therefore JESUS loves them.

As churches and congregations, we need to hear and tend to the cries of those suffering from the stigma
of HIV+ and AIDS. We should not be afraid to hug and break bread together with those suffering with HIV+
and AIDS complications. Some people see AIDS as scandalous, but it is not nearly as scandalous as visiting
and eating in a house of prostitutes or dying on the cross for others, as Jesus did.

We as Christians are called to be ONE with those who are suffering or are marginalized by society, to
recognize JESUS in the depths of suffering, and part of that is having compassion for and ministering to
those who have HIV+ and AIDS. True Christians do not pick and choose who of those marginalized and
afflicted should be helped or associated with. Those around us who are affected by this virus are our flesh
and blood brothers and sisters. How we respond to their needs is how some of them may see or discover
the Living God in them and in us.

The true presence of God in our community will be visible when we stop alienation and instead bring
strength, hope and solidarity with open arms and loving hearts, to those living with HIV+ and AIDS.

By the grace of God, may this happen soon!
(Fr. Manny Edgar-Beltran, O.S.B., is a Catholic Priest in the Ecumenical Catholic Church.)

QUILT PROJECT: MY STORY (continued from Page 1):

We worked together under the auspices of the national
NAMES Project Foundation to create Quilts to commem-
orate those lost to HIV/AIDS and to educated the local
community about the disease. Our chapter dissolved in
the early 2000’s when the disease seemed under control
with the heightened awareness of safer sex practices and
the development of new drugs.

Many years later in 2018 | was horrified to hear from Neil
and his husband Keith Coffman-Grey that the number of
people locally infected and dying of HIV/ AIDS had started
to climb. A new generation had been lulled by the emerg-
ence of more drugs and the fading of AIDS awareness into

thinking it was no longer a damaging and potentially - O :
deadly disease. Quilt Project Gold Coast has presented at many lo-

: : T ; .
Neil and Keith invited Mark and me to join them in creat- Gatiorssinee thelast Stitch'n Times, including bs
Ventura (pictured) and UU Santa Paula, St. Paul’s in

ing a new local nonprofit to again create Quilts and raise Santa Paula and Temple Adat Elohim in Thousand
awareness, this time operating under our own 501(c)(3) Oaks P

that allows the Quilts to be kept in the Gold Coast.
. . We also featured displays at Santa Barbara’s City
So here w? are, ne_arly 3(? years Ia'ter —'Nell, Keith, Mark Hall and County Courthouse, Ventura County
and | reunited against this pervasive disease. Supervisor Steve Bennett’s office, and participated
We thank you for being part of the fight! in Santa Barbara Pride.
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Quilt Project Volunteer
GUDRUN EASTHAM

3

JAY GILSON
§

2uam For all of 2019 we Quilters have marveled at the talent and
or Difice Solutions enjoyed the warm friendship of GUDRUN EASTHAM, a
member of the UU Church of Ventura who recently cele-
S il pons805.963.4015 | brated the 70" anniversary of her migration from Czecho-

1626 De La Vin CELL 805.259.7802 . i .
Santa Barbara, CA 9310 FAX 805.963.9996 slovakia with a champagne toast at the UUCV social.
jay@harborofficesolutions.com harborofficesolutions.com

First the goddess-like name. It derives from Norse legend,

Gudrun reveals; Wagner’s Ring of the Nibelung features a
namesake as one of the heroines in love with Siegfried.

e e o ! Gudrun “stumbled” on UUCV in the summer of ’69 while
e are prowd t providea home forthe AIDS mermorisl il seeking a spiritual home for her family. “A friend learned |

making of the Quilt Project Gold Coast

We gather every Sunday at 10:00 am was interested in going to the Woodstock festival that
5654 Ralston Street

Ventura, CA 93003 summer, but talked me out of going, suggesting | become

‘We invit . - .
ey b by aligned with UUCV instead.”
heal our world.

il people.

Phone: 805-644-3898
s wvvessss | Her grandmother taught her to sew when she was only 5
§3 www facebook.com/UUVentura/
years old.

She is now a seamstress who specializes in alterations and
repairs. “l used to have a sewing shop when | lived in Colo-
rado in the 90’s. There | sewed wedding ensembles, cos-

M tumes for local cheap theatre, and kept my mother-in-
’ ” «©y2
e RN s IavY s wardrobe current,” she reports. “I’ve never put a
quilt together, yet | know how!”
@ Graphic Design www.heppnerart.com
© Commissioned Portraits heppnerart@hotmailcom | Why did Gudrun become involved with Quilt Project Gold
@ Original Artwork 805.554.9197 Coast?

“] felt that | could easily contribute my sewing skills to this very important project,” she says. “I love to
come to the Quilting bees at UUCV.

“Quilts are being created; those lost to AIDS are being honored and remembered. And there is loving fel-

lowship among the bees’ participants.” We love YOU, Gudrun, and thank you for being involved!

A Busy AIDS Awareness Month

Quilt Project Gold Coast debuted its new generation of AIDS Quilts
in October and November across the Gold Coast, including Santa
Barbara City Hall (pictured right), with a proclamation from the
City Council declaring October 2019 AIDS Awareness Month.

Members also participated in a mitzvah at Temple Adat Elohim on
November 17%, working on lunchbags for the homeless. Our
activities will continue past World AIDS Day, culminating in CLU’s
AIDS awareness day on December 4™

And our first AIDS awareness PSA was a huge success, reaching | R
nearly 8,000 people in the Gold Coast, including 3,500 under 35 QPGC volunteers Keith (1) and Neil Coffman-Grey with
years old. Mayor Cathy Murrillo at Santa Barbara City Hall.
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QUILT PROJECT WINTER CALENDAR ig&y
10:00, Sunday, December 1 AIDS SERVICE, All Saints Church | [ ] @
(Oxnard) ; QUIT PROJECT GOLD COAST
3:00, Sunday, December 1 WORLD AIDS DAY VIGIL, HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

Heritage Square (Oxnard)

4:30, Wednesday, December 4 WORLD AIDS DAY OBSERVANCE, : YOUR NAME

Cal Lutheran University

2:00, Sunday, December 15 BOARD MEETING 805.569.0561 YOUR ADDRESS
for details

6:00, Wednesday, January 8, 2020  QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

6:00, Wednesday, January 22 QUILTING BEE, UU Church PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/text/emai!)

Ventura

6:00, Wednesday, February 12 QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

| AM INTERESTED IN:

making a 3x6’ memorial quilt
i panel for a loved one lost to AIDS

6:00, Wednesday, February 26  QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

6:00, Wednesday, March 11 QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

i NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
6:00, Wednesday, March 25 QUILTING BEE, UU Church ]

Ventura i joining in monthly sewing bees
[{ | QTR Top(keith | helping with displays and booths
i Rroriau S . Coffman-Grey,
il ' GlenHeppner, | ___ donating fabric [ materials
' Andy, Lindaand
Manny Edgar- ___joining QPGC’s mailing list
.| Beltran. :
BOTTOM: Steve | contributing
Zambrano, Neil | w4 p| s .
L. | £ Coffman-Grey. ; ease make ch.ecks p-ayable Fo Quilt Project Gold
¢ f JeE - i Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.
Quilt Project Gold Coast had a strong presence this year at the : THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

Santa Barbara Pride Festival on August 24™.

I met MARK WILSON in 1983 in West Hollywood, where | was living. |
had just been transferred from I. Magnin in Santa Barbara to Beverly
Hills as the Fine Shoe Salon manager and met Mark through a mutual
acquaintance. He was living in Mid Wilshire and working in the shoe
department of the main Bullock’s Wilshire store.

Quilt Project Panel

We both enjoyed fashion, and in a short time we were living together.
S " Mark had a wonderful sense of humor and was very outgoing. After
MARK WILSON our Kings Road lease was up, we found an amazing place in the

1952 - 1986 Hollywood Hills, renting the bottom of an Art Deco house with views
of the ocean from Hollywood to Santa Monica. (continued on Page 6)

e s T

by Keith Coffman-Grey
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QPGC AT THE SANTA BARBARA COURTHOUSE
For the second year, Quilt Project Gold Coast displayed
local Quilts and large NAMES Project blocks at the historic
Santa Barbara County Courthouse. The display lasted 10

WORLD AIDS DAY ACTIVITIES

Quilt Project Gold Coast will be busy this World AIDS
Day from Dec. 1-4, with activities across Ventura
County.

On the morning of Dec. 1 QPGC will display Quilts,
including 2 large blocks of local panels from NAMES
Project Foundation as well as our own local panels,
at All Saints Episcopal Church at 144 South C Street
in Oxnard. There we will be presenting during both
the English- and Spanish-language congregations, as
well as the early afternoon social.

That afternoon from 3-5pm, QPGC will participate in
the World AIDS Day vigil with Diversity Collective
Ventura County at Heritage Square in Oxnard.

On Wednesday, Dec. 4™, we will take part in a day of

days and reached thousands of people.

GET THE PERFECT GIFT
WITH AN AIDS
AWARENESS PIN ($40)

-Help raise awareness of
HIV/AIDS

-Support Quilt Project Gold
Coast’s HIV/AIDS work

-14-karat gold-plated, solid
sterling silver with
amethyst heart

SHIPPING AVAILABLE

CONTACT US ON OUR
WEBPAGE

www.Facebook.com/
QuiltProjectGoldCoast

events at Cal Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks.

MARK WILSON APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):
It was a bit of paradise above the commotion of the Big City.

Mark was born in Portland, and graduated from college with a teaching
degree. After a terribly homophobic experience working for a Northern
California school district, he settled in LA. He had a wonderful voice and sang
in a local Gay-friendly church.

We both loved animals and dreamed of getting a Scotty dog (although Scotty
drinking glasses and plates were as close as we could get). During Christmas
season 1984, Mark started to have night sweats and stomach pains. We went
to our local Gay doctor and got the news that he had AIDS.

In 1985 AIDS Project Los Angeles (APLA) was just forming. We joined APLA’s
couples group for those with one or both AlDS-affected partners. It was a des-
perate time; AIDS was a death sentence, and we knew our time together was
short. Mark met an herbalist who claimed he could be cured by taking herbal
tablets — but all that did was make his diarrhea worse.

Mark went downhill very quickly. He kept losing weight, but he kept his spirits
up, and agreed to make a video of us in Summer ’84. By November Mark was
under 24-hour nursing care in our home, needing help to get from bedroom to
living room, where he would spend the day.

At Christmas, his mom came down with his stepdad to visit; it would be the
last time she’d see him.

Mark always strove to keep his spirits up toward the end. Even when he was
sick, he enjoyed looking at the latest fashion magazines.

Mark passed away in January 1986.

Making Mark’s Quilt this past year filled me with joy and sadness. As | stitched
each letter, memories of our time together came flooding back. It is so impor-
tant to always REMEMBER THEIR NAMES.



