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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awareness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to'the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.

WHAT IS AN ERG?
by Andy Edgar-Beltran, Amgen PRIDE

What is an ERG?

ERG stands for Employee Resource Group (some
call them Affinity Groups). ERGs are employee-led
organizations that promote a diverse, inclusive
workplace. Formed around diverse characteristics
(race, gender, orientation, etc.), ERGs are an impor-
tant part of a company’s inclusion efforts.

The first ERGs were created in response to the racial
strife of the 1960s. Amgen PRIDE is Amgen’s ERG
for LGBTQ employees and our allies.

Amgen PRIDE’s goals? To foster an inclusive work
environment within Amgen; to provide networking
and support for members; (continued on Page 2)
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
by Keith Coffman-Grey

ABOUT COVID-19: During these uncertain times, Quilt Project Gold Coast
(QPGC) is limiting our activities. We’re suspending our Quilting bees until
further notice, with volunteers working at home on Quilts, and we will work
on other projects such as developing our new website and creating PSAs.
Currently we’re still planning our Unicorn Rainbow cruise on June 6. Welll
make a decision at the end of April if we need to move it to a later date.

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST had a very successful 2019. In December we
participated in four World AIDS Day events. On Dec. 1* we were at All Saints
Church and World AIDS Day vigil at Heritage Square, both in Oxnard. On the 4"
we participated in Cal Lutheran’s World AIDS Day observance, with a student
Quilting bee, display of AIDS Memorial Quilts, and speaking about living with
HIV. On Dec. 6™ we displayed Quilts at Pacific Pride in Santa Maria.

This year QPGC will be increasing our presence in both Santa Barbara and
Ventura counties with the expansion of our Quilting bees; displays in public
spaces and colleges; public service announcements (PSAs) for social media and
public access TV; and a new website, www.quiltprojectgoldcoast.org. '

We’re very excited to announce that this year’s Harbor Cruise will be held on
June 6™ at the Ventura Harbor Marina! The theme is UNICORN RAINBOW for
Pride Month, and will be a colorful, fun event. Sponsorship opportunities are
still available (page 3), as well as tickets at $50 each. (continued on Page 2)

JUNE 6™ UNICORN RAINBOW CRUISE
by Neil Coffman-Grey

We have not given up the ship yet! There are no
real estimates about how long the coronavirus will
be keeping people at home, with some groups
moving March events to May, for instance.

We are working with Island Packers, whose boats
we have cruised on since the late 80s, and at this
time are still holding the June 6" date for the
Unicorn Rainbow sunset cruise.

We will make our final decision by early May and
let everyone, including ticketholders, know of any
reschedule.

But be assured, THE PARTY WILL GO ON and we will
raise funds to help create PSAs and show Quilts!
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THE NUMBERS by county
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

456,514
30
27
32
35

12 2018 deaths from AIDS complications 5

<5

*2019 statistics are preliminary

VENTURA COUNTY

850,802
45
85
61
56

population
2016 new HIV/AIDS diagnoses
2017 new diagnoses
2018 new diagnoses

2019 new diagnoses

n/a
Data provided by counties’ public health depts.

2019 deaths

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

We have BellaDonna performing again, with music and dancing from DJ EJ.
Our raffle features donations from Salzer’s, Island Packers, The Barbershop
and more. And Cupcakes Po is creating a “Unicorn Rainbow” cupcake just for
the occasion. Get your tickets on Eventbrite or Facebook early, and get ready
for a very fun evening while supporting The Quilt Project!

As you can see above, preliminary HIV and AIDS infection rates in both
counties for 2019 show we still have a long way to go to ZERO new infections.
QPGC is working hard to bring attention to HIV/AIDS and be a part of bringing
new infections down to ZERO.

We are a community of volunteers brought together by a common cause.
QPGC cares about you, your safety, and the safety of your loved ones.

Keith Coffiman-Grey, President

WHAT IS AN ERG? (continued from Page 1):

to give back to the community; to be a visible sign of Amgen’s commitment to
diversity in the communities we serve. :

To that end Amgen PRIDE hosts networking events, speakers and panel

discussions on relevant LGBTQ topics, and sponsors local Pride festivals close
to many Amgen sites, as well as donating to local nonprofit organizations.

We are excited to sponsor Quilt Project Gold Coast’s Harbor Cruise for the
second year in a row, and we are exploring hosting Quilting bees in the future.
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HAR§§0R CRUISE {

]une 6, 2020

SPONSORSHIPS AND TICKETS
Gtprcorn Rainsow LAVENDER CIRCLE $1000

- 6 boarding passes + 6 drawing raffle tickets - name on calligraphy board at event
- 1 gold-plated, sterling silver AIDS ribbon w / amethyst - logo on publicity and program materials

- name promotion in media and program materials - mention during program

_@rauom weer PINK CIRCLE $500

- 4 boarding passes + 4 drawing raffle tickets - name on calligraphy board at event
- 1 gold-plated, sterling silver AIDS ribbon w / amethyst - logo on publicity and program materials

- name promotion in media and program materials = - mention during program

ngJggaené GOLDEN QIRCLE $250

- 2 boarding passes + 2 drawing raffle tickets - name on calligraphy board at event

- name promotion in media and program materials . - mention during program

__ YES! I'll sponsor QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST (Tax ID#82-5041084) for $
___ TICKETS: We'd like ____ tickets at $50 each ___ Donate our tickets for students
NAME (for listings) '
Address/City/Zip
Phone/text ' Email

Facebook/website Logo: We will contact you for image

PAYMENT: ___ Check payable to “Quilt Project Gold Coast” __ Contact us for credit card payment

CHECKS AND GIFT CARDS TO Quilt Project Gold Coast, 1615 Calle Canon, Santa Barbara 93101
QUESTIONS? 805.569.0561 quiltprojectgoldcoast@gmail.com




The Stitch’n Times pPAGE 4

Harbor Office Solution

1626 De La Vir
Santa Barbara, C/

jay@harborofficesolutions.con

Y 4

FAX 805.963.9996
harborofficesolutions.com

We are Unitarian Universalists.
We are proud to provide a home for the
AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of Quilt
Project Gold Coast.

' We gather every Sunday at 10:00am
- 5654 Ralston Street
.~ Ventura CA 93003

Phone: 805-644-3898
https://www.uuventura.org
www.facebook.com/UUVentura

CARD ADSPACE
AVAILABLE! $50/YEAR

Call 805.569.0561 for more information

Quilt Project Volunteer
ANDY EDGAR-BELTRAN

Volunteer extraordinaire ANDY EDGAR-BELTRAN wears
many hats in Quilt Project Gold Coast. He and his husband
Manny serve on the Board of Directors, hosting our
quarterly meetings at their house. He organizes our
Quilting bees, is (with Mark Lager) our tech guy, and so
much more.

Andy learned about QPGC in 2018 through Manny’s
involvement with the HIV/AIDS advisory committee of
Diversity Collective Ventura County, which Boardmembers
Keith & Neil Coffman-Grey were also part of.

He first saw the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt in
1993. “l remember seeing coverage...it was laid out on
the Mall in DC,” Andy says. “Though | wasn’t yet out at the
time, the image and message of the Quilt was powerful
and has stayed with me.”

Within the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ventura
(UUCV) - a non-denominational, LGBT-welcoming church
that fosters community, social justice and individual
spiritual journeys — Andy learned that a number of people
there wanted to help with QPGC’s cause. “At the time, the
only Quilting (bees) were in Santa Barbara. As a member
of UUCV, | suggested using the church’s community hall,”
he reports. “And the rest is history...|1 am so excited to be
a part of this important work!”

In addition to UUCV, Andy also integrates the Quilt into his professional life, including harbor cruise-
sponsoring Amgen PRIDE (see “What is an ERG” on P.1), where he joined the leadership team two years ago.

What would he say to younger Gays about the disease? “Get yourself educated about HIV and other STls,
and get tested. Just because HIV is treatable doesn’t mean it should be taken lightly. Be safe out there!”

A Busy AIDS Awareness Season

Quilt Project Gold Coast continued to raise awareness and educate

about HIV/AIDS throughout the fall last year.

World AIDS Week found QPGC at four different observances
across the Gold Coast.

On World AIDS Day (Dec. 1%), Quilt Project displayed and spoke at
All Saints Church in Oxnard. That afternoon, we took part in a

candlelight vigil at Heritage Square in Oxnard.

On Dec. 4™ a Quilt display, Quilting bee for students and speakers
(see right) were part of our presentation at Cal Lutheran University.
And on Dec. 6™ QPGC displayed Quilts at Pacific Pride’s Santa

Maria offices.

QPGC volunteers Neil (I) and Keith Coffman-Grey
speak at Cal Lutheran on Dec. 4™
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QUILT PROJECT SPRING CALENDAR

Through March-April

6:00, Wednesday, March 25
CANCELLED

6:00, Wednesday, April 8
CANCELLED

6:00, Wednesday, April 22
TO BE DETERMINED

2:00, Sunday, May 3

6:00, Wednesday, May 13
TO BE DETERMINED

6:00, Wednesday, May 27
TO BE DETERMINED

6:45, Saturday, June 6
PLEASE CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

EUGENE
1953 - 1995

R. WEREN

QUILT DISPLAY, Ventura County
Public Health offices

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura, 5654 Ralston Street
www.UUVentura.org

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

BOARD MEETING, 805.569.0561
for details

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

QUILTING BEE, UU Church
Ventura

UNICORN RAINBOW HARBOR
CRUISE, Island Packers

World AIDS Day

bee for CLU
honors students.

At left, students
put their skills to
work on a Quilt
panel for AIDS

died in 1999.

on Page 6)

For Cal Lutheran’s

observance, QPGC
hosted a Quilting

activist and writer
Hugo Leckey, who
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HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text / email)

| AM INTERESTED IN:

making a 3x6’ memorial quilt panel for a
loved one lost to AIDS

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
joining in monthly sewing bees
helping with displays and booths
donating fabric [ materials

joining QPGC’s mailing list

contributing

** Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

Quilt Project Panel

EUGENE R. WEREN lived with his partner Dominick Parisi in Camarillo
during the last years of his life, and his Memorial Quilt (left) is currently
on display at the offices of Ventura County Public Health in Ventura.

Eugene was 42 years old when he died of AlDS-related complications
on Nov. 22, 1995. Born in Rochester, New York, to Mel and Bennette
Weren, Eugene had two siblings and many nieces and nephews.

As an event planner, he contributed his skills and time to Rochester
charities, including planning events for the March of Dimes. (continued



QUILT PROJECT AT UU CHURCH OF VENTURA
On October 27", Quilt Project Gold Coast displayed local Quilts
and spoke about the Quilt at the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Ventura. Above, Andy Edgar-Beltran officiates the annual AIDS

observance.

Ventura County civic life.

as the Ventura Symphony.

GOLD COAST AIDS COALITIONS

For several years Quilt Project Gold Coast has
been a member of several -coalitions
combating HIV and AIDS in Ventura and Santa
Barbara counties.

The HIV/AIDS Coalition of Ventura County
(HCVC) meets twice per quarter, and includes
Ventura County Public Health, local colleges,
nonprofits and activists.

In Santa Barbara, the HIV Prevention & Care
Council (HPCC) meets quarterly at Santa
Barbara County Public Health.

At both coalitions, information and statistics
are shared, collaborations made and events
such as World AIDS Day planned.

EUGENE WEREN APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):

While living with Dominick in Camarillo, the couple became very involved in
Eugene planned and designed affairs for the Ventura Boys & Girls Club, as well

But they were especially involved in AIDS Care, Inc., a Ventura-based
nonprofit that served hundreds of Ventura County residents. Besides serving
on the Board of Directors, Eugene and his team directed ACl fundraising to

AIDS AWARENESS PIN | match the new financial needs of an organization serving so many.

($40) He started “Dining for Life,” with participants enjoying fine meals at private
g g

-Support Quilt Project Gold
Coast’s HIV/AIDS work

-14-karat gold-plated, solid
sterling silver with
amethyst heart

SHIPPING AVAILABLE

www.Facebook.com/ | Carein lieu of flowers.

residences to raise funds. Also among his innovations was “Art for Life,” one
of AIDS Care’s biggest fundraisers, featuring local celebrities such as Eileen
Brennan, and auction items from many stars.

Eugene’s funeral was held Dec. 16, 1995 at the Metropolitan Community
Church a/k/a MCC Ventura, the local congregation of and for LGBT people.

And while the disease was still so stigmatized in 1995 that seldom was it listed
in obituaries as the cause of death, Eugene called on others to donate to AIDS

QuiltProjectGoldCoast | «pnd,” he added, “be kind to a friend.”

., UN CORN RA NBOW Harbor Cruise

Entertainment by DJ E]J

and a Special Performance from BELLADONNA

June 6t from 7-9pM boarding at 6:45
Island Packers, 16941 Spinnaker Drive in Ventura

QUESTIONS: 805.569.0561 or quiltprojectgoldcoast@gmail.com




