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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa
Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awareness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.
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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
by Keith Coffman-Grey

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST hopes everyone is staying well during the Covid-
19 pandemic, and we want to wish you all a Happy Pride Month.

We have suspended our Quilting bees and new public showings of Quilts until
we receive the go-ahead to start again. But our volunteers are still making
new Quilts at home.

QPGC is fortunate that as an all-volunteer nonprofit, we don’t have the
overhead of rent and salaries. All donations go directly toward our Mission
Statement (see red box at left). We take our Mission seriously and our dedicated

Board and volunteers enjoy our time together — and we do miss our communal
Quilting bees.

We moved our annual Harbor Cruise to Saturday, Oct. 3 from 7-9. This “fun-
raiser” allows us to do our work, from ticket sales to our generous sponsors
(see below), and it isn’t too late for you to join the Unicorn Rainbow party! Mark
your calendar for a very fun event, and get your $50 ticket on Facebook or
EventBrite today.

In this issue, our Volunteer Feature honors CELIA ORTENBERG (Page 4). Celia is
an amazing Quilter, and we are so lucky to have her in our organization. Also
be sure to check out the article on the National AIDS Memorial Quilt, which is
back in the Bay Area. Our Remembrance this issue is about JEFF BURROUGHS,
a Ventura resident who is greatly missed. (continued on Page 2)

THE NATIONAL QUILT COMES HOME
by Neil Coffman-Grey

Last year supporters of the NAMES Project National
AIDS Quilt were both surprised and thrilled when
the announcement was made that the Quilt was
returning to the Bay Area under a new name, the
AIDS Memorial Quilt, a program of the National
AIDS Memorial.

Brian Holman, National Display Coordinator and
Curator of the Quilt, has worked with Quilt Project
Gold Coast for the past several years, and spoke
with The Stitch’n Times about the move.

Starting after last year’s World AIDS Day (Dec. 1*),
all six thousand 12x12 foot blocks of the Quilt were
packed, stacked and trucked (continued on Page 6)

UNICORN RAINBOW CRUISE OCT. 3rd

AHOY, MATEY! The Unicorn Rainbow Sunset Cruise
was moved to Oct. 3. We’re cautiously optimistic
that, with some adjustments, we’ll be ALL ABOARD
for the first weekend of AIDS Awareness Month.

It’s not too late for you to become a major sponsor
either, and join Gilead, Amgen Pride, Claude Raffin
(in memory of Jon Gathercole), Dennis Mitchell &
Richard Sanders, and Keith & Neil Coffman-Grey.

A glorious sunset cruise through the Ventura Keys is
the backdrop for dancing with DJEJ, a special per-
formance by BellaDonna Santa Barbara, and our
famed scrumptious smorgasbord, a tradition since
the late 80’s. Get your $50 ticket on Facebook,
Eventbrite or see inside and order today!
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2019: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

850,802 456,514
45 30
85 27
61 32
56 35
12 2018 deaths from AIDS complications 5

<5

*2019 statistics are preliminary

population
2016 new HIV/AIDS diagnoses
2017 new diagnoses
2018 new diagnoses

2019 new diagnoses

n/a 2019 deaths
Data provided by counties’ public health depts.

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

The 2019 HIV/AIDS infection rates above are still preliminary at this time, and
we don’t have 2020 figures yet. There is concern that once the quarantine is
lifted, there might be an increase in new infections.

TO COMBAT HIV/AIDS, we have launched our “Summer of AIDS Awareness”
PSA campaign across the Gold Coast, to remind that unfortunately HIV and
AIDS are still in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.

Lastly, | would be remiss not to mention the passing of LARRY KRAMER, a
writer-activist who penned The Normal Heart and founded both ACT-UP and
Gay Men’s Health Crisis.

Larry’s form of radical, direct action brought attention to the AIDS crisis at a
time when society felt HIV/AIDS was a Gay men’s punishment, and that we
were expendable.

In 2011, Larry said, “l happen to think anger is a wonderfully healthy emotion.
Until you have anger and fear, you don’t have any kind of activist movement.”

I have personally always believed in peaceful protest and working within the
system to make change. But I’'m immensely grateful to Larry Kramer, who at
times stepped outside these boundaries. His fear and anger did make change
in the early years of the AIDS epidemic.

WE REMEMBER HIS NAME.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President
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WHY IS TESTING IMPORTANT?
by Keith Coffman-Grey

The current Covid-19 pandemic has many parallels with the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

Since the first known cases in 1981, we have developed reliable HIV testing, combination drug therapies for
treatment of infections, and new drug prevention methods. Unfortunately, due to the changing nature of
the HIV virus, a vaccine is still not available.

With all the advances 39 years after the first cases appeared, people are still contracting and dying from
HIV/AIDS. In 2019, the preliminary numbers are 56 new HIV/AIDS infections in Ventura County and 35 in
Santa Barbara County. (Death statistics for 2019 aren’t yet available.)

Why is this happening after all these years? Just like the current Covid-19 pandemic, testing is the key to
knowing who has HIV. If everyone was tested and those testing positive for HIV/AIDS given treatment,
their viral load could be reduced, which in turn means they would not infect others. Sexually active people
in high-risk communities could be given preventive medication.

AIDS-related deaths are predominantly people who didn’t know they were infected until it was too late for
drug therapies to be effective.

Like Covid-19, contact tracing is one of the keys in stopping the HIV virus. Both Ventura and Santa Barbara
counties have extensive contact tracing programs. The majority of HIV/AIDS testing is done with the
patient being proactive about wanting to know their status. When someone tests positive for HIV/AIDS,
that person’s contacts will be notified and encouraged to get tested.

With HIV/AIDS in our community for 39 years and 91 people in the Gold Coast newly infected last year, both
Ventura and Santa Barbara counties’ health departments realized that their model of education and

preventlor3 needed to Fhange. Recently, both counties Quilt Project at Ventura County Public Health
worked with local hospital emergency rooms and health — F— :

clinics to make testing “opt-out” when bloodwork is done.

In other words, a patient will automatically be tested for
HIV unless they specify they do not want to be tested.
Many area hospitals and clinics have agreed to this policy.

But until all hospitals, clinics and private practices test for
HIV/AIDS during both emergency and routine bloodwork -
until contact tracing procedures are followed after a
positive HIV/AIDS test — infections will still occur. After
nearly four decades, we now have the tools for prevention
and treatment against new infections and death.

Although Covid-19 halted most Quilt displays, QPGC
is showing MARK WILSON and EUGENE WEREN
panels (pictured) at Ventura County Public Health’s

Quilt Project Gold Coast was formed to remember those
lost to the disease by making AIDS Memorial Quilts, and to
raise awareness that HIV/AIDS is still in the Gold Coast

counties of Santa Barbara and Ventura. To educate.

This year, we are increasing our awareness campaigns
through PSA’s, our speakers bureau and displays at
colleges, churches and other public spaces, to educate our
community that testing and prevention are key to getting
to the goal of ZERO new infections.

Ventura offices.

“It’s a conversation starter,” says VCPH’s Jane
Ward, who coordinated with the display with Quilt
Project. “People ask what it is and want more
information. The staff really like having them on
display.”
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Harbor Office S PHONE 805.963.4015
1626 De La Vina CELL 805.259.7802
Santa Barbara, CA ¢ FAX 805.963.9996
jay@harborofficesolutions.con harborofficesolutions.com

We are Unitarian Universalists.
We are proud to provide a home for the
AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of Quilt
Project Gold Coast.

We gather every Sunday at 10:00am
. 5654 Ralston Street
.~ Ventura CA 93003

Phone: 805-644-3898
https://www.uuventura.org
www.facebook.com/UUVentura

CARD ADSPACE
AVAILABLE! $50/YEAR

Call 805.569.0561 for more information

Quilt Project Volunteer
CELIA ORTENBERG

Superlatives are easy to find when it comes to CELIA
ORTENBERG, one of our most vital and valued superstars
in an organization chockful of amazing talents.

From embroidery to embellishments, Celia has revolution-
ized our Quilts, adding perfect touches to the work of the
lesser skilled, literally teaching Quilters about batting and
backing, and putting in endless hours away from the Bees
creating masterpieces of remembrance.

But if you know Celia, you know that her mastery of the
sewing crafts comes naturally because it’s in her heritage.

Originally from LA, Celia grew up with a mother who was a
lifelong seamstress. “When | was young she worked in the
bathing suit industry, first as a pattern maker and then as
a designer,” Celia tells The Stitch’n Times. “I couldn’t help
but absorb some of her skills.”

Quilting has always been part of her needle-and-thread
lifestyle. Besides creating unique Halloween costumes for
her two daughters when they were young, Celia says, “I
spent time in what one of my daughters calls my ‘quilt
phase,” where | enjoyed creating fun and beautiful quilts.”

A member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ventura
for 34 years, Celia heard about Quilt Project Gold Coast
from Andy Edgar-Beltran in a meeting at the church.

She’s been coming to the Quilting bees ever since. “There are so many things | love about (the Quilters).
Mostly | love the joy and laughter, as well as the respect and love that abounds within this group of
dedicated people working together to honor the lives of those who have passed.”

And she understands the Quilt Project’s mission of raising awareness about AIDS and honoring those lost.

“We lost so many fine and creative
people during that epidemic when
so many had to hide so much of
themselves. Their lives need to be
honored in a positive way.

“As a former board member of the
Ventura chapter of P-FLAG, | think it
is important for young people to
know that all people are honored,”
Celia explains.

“And the risk of AIDS is still there, so
it is important to be safe!”

Quilt Project Gold
Coast “technician”
CELIA ORTENBERG
during one of QPGC’s
bimonthly Quilting
bees.

This summer we’ll be
resuming socially
distanced outdoor
Quilting bees!

Please see the

| calendar on Page 5 for
more information.
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WE MISSYOU ¥

Whether you're a long- HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
time Quilter, or you’re
interested m'g'o‘od | ' YOUR NAME
company, fun activities ;
and “memorable” |
' ’re happy t .
times, we're appy to | YOUR ADDRESS

announce that this July,
we’re safely resuming
our Quilting Bees! (see
below)

{ PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text/ emai)

6:00, Wednesday, July 8 QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details

6:00, Wednesday, July 22 QUILTING BEE | AM INTERESTED IN:

805.569.0561 for details :
+ O making a Quilt for a loved one lost to AIDS

2:00, Sunday, July 26 BOARD MEETING
805.569.0561 for details

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
6:00, Wednesday, August 12 QUILTING BEE

805.569.0561 for details { O joining in monthly sewing bees
6:00, Wednesday, August 26 QUILTING BEE i O helping with displays and booths
805.569.0561 for details ;
6:00, Wednesday, September 9  QUILTING BEE QO donating fabic/ wmatenals
8055000554 fordetalls i O buying___ $50 Harbor Cruise ticket(s)
6:00, Wednesday, September 23 QUILTING BEE i .
805.569.0561 for details { O donating $ (amount enclosed)
' : Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
6:45, Saturday, October 3 UNICORN RAINBOW i Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.
PLEASE SEE BACKPAGE  HARBOR CRUISE, Island
Packers :  THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT
uilt Project Panel e :
Q : An Appreciation by Diane Paillette-Von Heyneman
Jeff Burroughs JEFF BURROUGHS, born Thomas Jeffery, a/k/a “Thing,”
4-21-1962 was born in Ventura, California on April 21, 1962. His soul
4-25-2008 left its human constraints on April 25, 2008, just five days
after his 46" birthday.
7
Ventura %o Did Jeff celebrate in excess? Indeed, he did! It was just too

much for his petite HIV-positive body could take.

Excess was a core personality of Jeff’s. | can’t imagine him

JEFF BURROUGHS parting this world any other way. He may have been small,
1962 - 2008 but he was an absolute dynamo. (continued on Page 6)



THE NATIONAL QUILT COMES HOME (continued
from Page 1): from across the country to San
Francisco. (For the Quilt blocks then being displayed
by QPGC and others during that time, we were sent
new return shipping instructions to San Leandro, not
| Atlanta.)

Over those months, the warehouse in San Leandro
was built out, and starting last Feb. volunteers
unpacked and re-shelved the entire Quilt, with the
Archives transferred to the Library of Congress for
access by the general public.

“l think every person connected to the NAMES
Project Foundation is happy the Quilt returned to
San Francisco,” says Brian. “Three of us (from NAMES)

are still working with the Quilt, 2 from Atlanta and
one of the cofounders, who relocated back to San
Francisco. The National AIDS Memorial, caretaker of
The AIDS Memorial Grove, is the new custodian of
the Quilt. They have a wonderful team.”

As AIDS faded from public consciousness over the
years, Brian laments, “We would hear that the Quilt
was simply sitting on the shelves... This is simply not
true! (I coordinate) hundreds of displays each year.

“The most recent incident popped up after our
Production Manager began making (covid-19) masks
for healthcare workers using ‘scraps’ of fabric from
the Quilt. People thought we were cutting up the
Quilt blocks to make masks!”

JEFF BURROUGHS APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):
Jeff was an incredible thing of creation, thus his nickname “Thing” was very
apropos. Why the turtle, you ask? It’s not my place to divulge the details. But if

AIDS
AWARENESS PIN
(340)

-Support Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s
HIV/AIDS work

-14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver
with amethyst heart

SHIPPING AVAILABLE

www.Facebook.com/
QuiltProjectGoldCoast

you’re in the know, you are laughing with a certain memory. If you’re not, enjoy its
colorful beauty. Let your imagination take you somewhere. | would say, “Hey, Jeff,
is it time? Will you do it now?” The chant would then begin: “Turtle! Turtle! Turtle!”

| knew Jeff for 30+ years. For the most part, those years were full of fun, and
creatively wild, hysterical, and at times questionable antics.

His irreverent humor was beyond measure - and simply too much on occasion. |
would go from almost busting my gut with laughter, to just wanting to bop him
one! | learned over time to just love him, taking all the grand goodness along with
the monumental irritation. He was so tiny, but a larger-than-life personality.

Jeff’s personality — and all that came with it - is legendary among friends, family
and acquaintances alike. Peter Weal, owner of the store Wild Planet, where |
worked with Jeff, gave him the name “Ambassador” as he was a stranger to none,
and could put a smile on anyone’s face.

My hope with his Quilt panel, is when people see it who knew him, are embraced
with memories of him. Those who didn’t know him will have a small idea what a
spectacular “Thing” he was.

I will always love, remember and cherish you, my friend. You were a wonderful
guncle to my daughter Ziah. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

UN CORN RA NBOW Harbor Cruise

Entertainment by DJ EJ
and a Special Performance from BELLADONNA
October 31 from 7-9pm boarding at 6:45
Island Packers, 1691 Spinnaker Drive in Ventura
QUESTIONS: 805.569.0561 or quiltprojectgoldcoast@gmail.com




