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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awareness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.

The Stitch’n Times voiume:.4

a publication of Quilt Project Gold Coast

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
by Keith Coffman-Grey

IT HAS BEEN A CHALLENGING YEAR for all of us. Quilt Project Gold Coast made
extensive adjustments to continue our Mission Statement (see left) of raising
awareness of HIV/AIDS and remembering those lost to the disease.

In July we restarted our Quilting bees outside, with mask-wearing and social
distancing. We postponed our annual signature Harbor Cruise fundraiser twice
- and now we are hoping to hold it in 2021.

Instead of doing public Quilt displays and literature booths, we adapted by
showing our Quilts through very successful public service announcement (PSA)
campaigns on social media throughout the year.

And we expanded our Stitch’n Times quarterly newsletter in both content and
readership, delivering to a larger audience in both Santa Barbara and Ventura
counties.

For World AIDS Day on December 1*, we displayed our AIDS memorial Quilts
on the front steps of Ventura City Hall (see pp.3, 6), with a very moving
candlelight vigil after sunset.

Quilt Project Gold Coast wants to wish everyone a safe holiday season. Please
think of us when you are making your end-of-year donations. Any amount you
can contribute will help us continue our Mission.

Let’s get to ZERO NEW INFECTIONS.
Keith Coffman-Grey, President

QPGC JOINS AMGEN ZOOM PANEL
by Andy Edgar-Beltran

On October 27", as part of AIDS Awareness Month,
Quilt Project Gold Coast participated in a panel
discussion on HIV/AIDS hosted by Amgen PRIDE
(Amgen’s LGBTQ and Allies Network).

Keith and Neil Coffman-Grey, QPGC’s president and
treasurer, showcased the Quilt Project’s most
recent PSA that has been shared across social
media, talked about our mission of education and
highlighted recent accomplishments.

The panel also included presenters from Amgen, the
Los Angeles LGBT Center, AIDS Project Los Angeles
(APLA), Ventura County Public Health (VCPH), and
(continued on Page 2)

OCTOBER PSA REACHES 21,500

A Quilt Project Gold Coast PSA, created by Board-
member Andy Edgar-Beltran, ran on social media for
QPGC’s October 2020 campaign, reaching 21,500
people in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties
during AIDS Awareness Month.

The minute-long video - featuring Quilts, statistics
and volunteers at work on new panels — was QPGC’s
third campaign this year, and completed its run on
Halloween with 21,500 viewings on Facebook and
Instagram.

In addition to local statistics on infections, the PSA
included a safe sex message, with contact inform-
ation for the public health departments of Ventura
and Santa Barbara counties.
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2020: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

851,297 448,369
85 27
61 32
56 39
66 (by Sep. 30) 13 (by Jun. 30)

12 2018 deaths from AIDS complications 5

<5

*2020 statistics are preliminary

population
2017 new diagnoses
2018 new diagnoses
2019 new diagnoses

2020 new diagnoses

n/a
Data provided by counties’ public health depts.

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/Igbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

2019 deaths

AMGEN HIV PANEL DISCUSSION (continued from Page 1):
Diversity Collective Ventura County (DCVC). The other organizations
summarized their HIV/AIDS-related programs.

Amgen Clinical Research Medical Director J. Antonio Lopez presented recent
successful results from an Amgen clinical trial for Amgen’s heart medication
Repatha in HIV-infected patients.

HIV patients experience an increased risk for cardiovascular disease, and
traditional heart medications (statins) have the potential to adversely interact
with antiretroviral therapy (ART) HIV drugs. Amgen’s Repatha study showed
reduction of LDL-C levels comparable to that of other Repatha studies.

It was a wonderful event to learn
about Amgen’s clinical focus on the
LGBTQ community, hear about the
great work other organizations are
doing to help fight HIV/AIDS, and
spread the word about Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s mission and work.
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AT RIGHT: Quilt Project President Keith
Coffman-Grey participates in the Oct. 27
panel on HIV/AIDS hosted by Amgen
PRIDE, attended by over 60 Amgen
employees.
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Quilt Project Hosts World AIDS Day Vigil at Ventura City Hall

Tuesday, December 1%, 2020, was declared by the Ventura City Council as “World AIDS Day” in Ventura, with Quilt
Project Gold Coast volunteers receiving the proclamation read by Mayor Matt LaVere at their November 26™ Zoom

council meeting.

And on World AIDS Day, Quilt Project Gold Coast displayed eleven locally made AIDS Quilts on the steps of Ventura City
Hall from 2-5 for public viewing, as well as hosting a masked sunset vigil to remember those lost to the disease.

Attended by dozens of local residents and people from as far away as San Bernardino, the program for the vigil was
conducted by Boardmember Mark Lager, with comments from Keith Coffman-Grey, a musical selection from Andy
Edgar-Beltran, and invocations from Rev. Melissa Langdell and Deacon Joel Chan. Ventura City Councilmember-elect

Doug Halter read the proclamation for those in attendance.

Due to restrictions caused by the coronavirus pandemic, the
event was masked and the only public observance in
Ventura or Santa Barbara counties (with other groups
opting for virtual forums) for World AIDS Day.

The City classified the gathering as a free speech event,
allowing the Quilt Project to display the AIDS Memorial
Quilts and invite the public to view them and remember the
names of those lost. City administration officials (led by
Emily Fox of the Parks & Recreation Dept. and Mayor
LaVere) were incredibly helpful in assisting QPGC with
navigating the permit process, as well as generously
waiving most fees for the free speech event.

A number of new panels made their first appearance after
being recently attached to their backing and batting by
volunteer Ron Cayou and others. The panels were for Hugo
Leckey, Dominick Parisi and Kevin Montgomery.

AT LEFT: City
Councilmember-
elect Doug Halter,
whose late
partner Randy
Morrison was one
of the displayed
Quilts, spoke
movingly about
coming “full
circle” at the vigil
before reading
the City of Vent-
ura proclamation.

LIKE COVID, THERE ARE HIV VACCINES IN TRIAL
by Mark Lager

| read some very promising research developments presented at the virtual 23"
International AIDS Conference (AIDS 2020), on July 7.

Just like for COVID, there are HIV vaccines in trial, with two big vaccine trials testing
the efficacy of an HIV vaccine. In the Mosaico trial — named for the “mosaic”
composed of various HIV strains from around the world - the vaccine is given as an
injection to HIV-negative people at four different times over 12 months. It includes
3,800 cisgender men and transgender people who have sex with men in the US,
Europe and Latin America.

There is also a trial in Africa called Imbokodo, which has enrolled 2,600 sexually active
cisgender women. This trial uses a vaccine that is very similar to the Mosaico vaccine.

For those currently living with HIV, the CDC is set to approve Cabenuva. Instead of
taking pills 365 days a year, people could get injectable treatments of Cabenuva 12
times a year or less. Studies have shown that the injectable regimen was effective
when administered up to every two months.

All these treatments will enhance living for persons with HIV/AIDS, and for that we
are thankful. We also remember those who have died from AIDS complications.

QPGC ON KCSB

QPGC Boardmembers Keith
and Neil Coffman-Grey were
guests on the “Beloved Com-
munity Radio” public affairs
program, hosted by Phillippa
Bisou, streaming on KCSB.org
as well as Tuesdays at
10:30pm on KCSB-FM.

The Coffman-Greys discussed
Quilt Project’s mission and
activities, and discussed the
state of AIDS awareness,
education and advocacy in the
Gold Coast.

The program, broadcast on
World AIDS Day, is archived
on SoundCloud and will soon
be available on iTunes.
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Quilt Project Volunteer
Fr. MANNY EDGAR-BELTRAN

“The first time | heard about the AIDS Memorial Quilt was
in 1987,” says Boardmember, quilting bee host and social
media activist MANNY EDGAR-BELTRAN. “They had a Quilt
display in Washington, DC, and | thought it was a great
opportunity to spread God’s love to all creation.”

Harbor Office Solutic

a,CA g3 FAX 805.963.9996

iay@hart fficesolutions.co harborofficesolutions.com . . . H -

i proficesottionscom | Genijal and charismatic, Manny is an invaluable part of the
Quilt Project team, and from the beginning has shared

T podcasts of our Quilting bees orf socnal. medlja, rals‘mg
T awareness of HIV/AIDS and greatly increasing Quilt Project

the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of Gold Coast’s visibility in Ventura County.

Quilt Project Gold Coast. . .
Living in the county for more than 35 years, Manny
We gather every Sunday at 10:00am

: X o @ 8
5654 Ralston Street became involved with QPGC l?ecause it is a great way to
Ventura CA 93003 honor and keep the memory alive of all those members of

Phone: 805-644-3898 | our community who have died of AIDS complications, who

https://www.uuventura.org | have contributed so much.”
www.facebook.com/UUVentura

Manny is a Catholic Priest in the Order of St. Benedict
(Benedictine). “The Holy Rule invites us to see Christ in

CARD ADSPACE every person we encounter and treat them as Christ

would. The motto of the Benedictine Order is Ora et

AVAI LAB LE! $50/Y EAR Labora, which means “turn your work into a living prayer.’

. . “Our order ministers to all, especially those who are mar-
Call 805.569.0561 for more information ginalized, suffering, or underserved in our community.”

Part of Manny’s ministry involves outreach to those living -

and dying — from the AIDS virus. His first encounter with AIDS patients was in 1989. “Our house of
formation received a call requesting Last Rites for a person dying of AIDS at Martin Luther King Hospital in
Los Angeles. My father superior refused to attend him because he was gay.

“He gave me the option of attending him, and after | suited up and entered the room, the young man said
to me, ‘My church has not forgotten me.” But in reality, his church had rejected him.

“] gave him his last rites and he passed the following day. | made the commitment to ensure that anyone

who is sick and dying receives spiritual assistance if they request it regardless of their illness or how they

”
acquired it. Quilt Project Gold Coast

Boardmember MANNY
EDGAR-BELTRAN at a
recent Quilting bee.

And Manny has faithfully kept that mission. “Today, |
respond to all those in need,” he promises, “regard-
less of their religious or spiritual background or
affiliation, to honor and respect the dignity and
worthiness of every human life.”

Manny and Andy have
graciously hosted the
sewing bees since July at
their residence in
response to the COVID
pandemic. Thank you!

As for the special needs of immigrant and migrant
residents, Manny says outreach should focus on
“education, in their own native languages, and at
their places of employment - fields, factories, etc.”
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QUILT PROJECT WINTER CALENDAR

WE MISSYOU ¥

Whether you’re a long-
time Quilter, or you’re
interested in good
company, fun activities
and “memorable” times,
we’re safely holding our
Quilting Bees in Ventura
every Sunday from 2-4pm!
(see below)

2:00-4:00
Sunday
January 10
2:00-4:00
Sunday
January 24
4:00-6:00
Sunday
January 24
2:00-4:00
Sunday
February 14
2:00-4:00
Sunday
February 28
2:00-4:00
Sunday
March 14

QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details

QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details

BOARD MEETING
805.569.0561 for details

QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details

QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details

QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details
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QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

YOUR ADDRESS

PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text / email)

I AM INTERESTED IN:

O making a Quilt panel for a loved one lost

: to AIDS

Quilt Project Panel

1959 - 1997

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
joining in monthly Quilting bees
helping with displays and booths

donating fabric / materials

© O O O

donating $ (amount enclosed)

Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

An Appreciation by Neil Coffman-Grey

: | only met ERIC LIM toward the end of his beautiful life,

becoming fast friends with him in 1995 and hanging out

. with him at Santa Barbara Pride and the Santa Barbara

AIDS Walk.

He could light up a room with his sweet smile, and he
filled you with his warmth and radiance. It was hard for
anyone not to completely fall in love with Eric, who by
1996 was coming to our house for Great Outdoors and
holiday parties. He was very excited about my upcoming
wedding to my fiance Keith. (continued on Page 6)



DEC 17 56

ABOVE: Quilt Project Gold Coast displayed 11 panels on Dec. 1%,
World AIDS Day, with proclamations from the cities of Ventura and
Oxnard and including new panels for KEVIN MONTGOMERY, HUGO
LECKEY (pictured above) and DOMINICK PARISI.

Throughout the afternoon, dozens of people came by to view the
Quilts. As a historical footnote, 28 years ago Quilt Project Ventura
County displayed at City Hall, with one of the panels shown then,
for RANDY MORRISON, back on display in 2020, as well as the
original banner and several of the original volunteers.

ALL SAINTS PARISH - EACA

Huso BTQ *

(.ECKEAv S ERVING VE
7840 - 3:9-99 FOR 20

A

Hause (3(15) 50

9990 office (805] 63215

2612 Modoc Road Santa Barbara California 93105

AIDS

AWARENESS PIN
($40)

-Support Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS
work

-14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver with
amethyst heart

SHIPPING
AVAILABLE

www.Facebook.com/Quilt
ProjectGoldCoast

ERIC LIM’S APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):
Eric was born in Rochester, Minnesota and came to Santa Barbara in 1966 with
his father, Dr. Richard A. Lim, mother and eight siblings.

He graduated from San Marcos High School in 1976 and attended Pomona
College for a couple years before proceeding to Washington State University in
Pullman, Washington, where he obtained his Bachelor’s Degree in hotel and
restaurant management.

Upon his return to Santa Barbara, Eric was employed in various food service
positions, eventually becoming involved full-time in the Food Management
Department at the University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB).

He retired from UCSB to become the designer/manufacturer of “E-Line
Jewelry,” which was carried by stores including Nordstroms.

As 1996 turned to 1997 and our April wedding grew near, Eric was getting sicker
and went into hospice. He sent our RSVP back, saying, “Regretfully, | will be
unable to attend. Congratulations!”

Shortly after our wedding on April 19", a mutual friend brought over Eric’s
wedding gift, a beautiful clear-glass candleholder that we cherish to this day.
We were told that, as sick as Eric was, he was most insistent on making sure
that his gift reached us. Inside, his note read: Congratulations and best wishes
for your new life together! Eric Lim. »

Somewhere in my heart | truly believe that our wedding might have given Eric
some small degree of joy, but we never saw him again. He died on May 5, 1997.
His family held a private funeral and his friends gathered at Butterfly Beach to
celebrate the life of this lovely, lovely man, who was only 38 years old.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS AND VOLUNTEERS THIS PAST DIFFICULT YEAR




