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~ Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

. Barbara counties for the

. purpose of raising awareness

of HIV/AIDS, remembering
- those lost to the disease, and

helping survivors cope with

| theloss of their loved one.

The StitCh,n Times Volume 3.1

a publication of Quilt Project Gold Coast

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
by Keith Coffman-Grey

Quilt Project Gold Coast is looking forward to a better year. During 2020, we
continued our mission as best we could throughout the lockdown, including
our World AIDS Day display and vigil at Ventura City Hall.

Although updated information on HIV and AIDS infections in the Gold Coast
were not available, we were hoping that when the numbers for new infections
were released, there would be good news.

Unfortunately, the preliminary news from Ventura County was worse than
we imagined. Santa Barbara County statistics for 2020 still aren’t available, but
Ventura County rose steeply to around 70 new HIV/AIDS infections in 2020
from a finalized count of 44 official cases in 2019, a rise of about 60%.

The demographics of these new infections aren’t available, so we don’t know
age/ethnic groups, or if they are concentrated in a particular area or county-
wide. It’s also too early to determine the reasons why the increase occurred.

Much more outreach and education needs to be done in our community. Quilt
Project is committed to continuing our work raising awareness and educating

| the public by making and displaying AIDS Memorial Quilts to let everyone

know that HIV/AIDS is still in our community.
| This spring we are creating new public service announcements (PSAs) for
| social media to raise awareness across the Gold Coast counties of Ventura and

| Santa Barbara. (continued on Page 2)

QPGC RESTARTS QUILTING BEES

Bees on hiatus since November 2020

After three months of no Quilting bees, Quilt
Project Gold Coast (QPGC) restarted its bimonthly
tradition in the Ventura backyard of Boardmembers
Andy and Manny Edgar-Beltran.

“We are very excited to be hosting Quilting bees
again at our home,” Andy told The Stitch’n Times.
“After taking a hiatus in the interest of everyone’s
safety, we restarted the Quilting bees in March!”

QPGC’s bees, held the 2™ and 4™ Wednesdays of
each month at the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Ventura, were suspended in the early days of covid-
19. By summer more was known about proper safe-
ty measures, leading members (continued on Page 2)

OFFICIAL WEBSITE LAUNCHED

In recent months, after several years of only a
Facebook page, Quilt Project Gold Coast launched
its official website, QuiltProjectGoldCoast.org.

The new website includes information on QPGC and
its history, a Paypal option for donating, photos of
volunteers and Quilt panels, and other information.
Eventually, digital copies of The Stitch’n Times
quarterly newsletter will also be posted on the site,
as well as biographies for those lost whom QPGC
has commemorated with a Quilt panel.

A special fund to support the website has been set
up. For donors who wish to specify their
contribution to go to this fund, please annotate
“website” on your check or return envelope.
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2020: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

851,297 448,369
85 27
61 32
44 39
70> 13-
12 1018 deaths from AIDS complications §

<5

*by June 30, 2020 (preliminary)

population
2017 new diagnoses
2018 new diagnoses
2019 new diagnoses

2020 new diagnoses

n/a
Data from public health depts.

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

2019 deaths
<2020 est. high 60s-low 70s>

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

Our Quilting bees are back for the first time since November, with new and
returning volunteers making new Quilts to remember those whom we have
lost to AIDS.

HIV/AIDS is preventable. Regrettably, about 70 more people in Ventura County
- and their families, friends and partners — will have to live with the disease for
the rest of their lives.

Let’s get to ZERO NEW INFECTIONS.
Keith Coffman-Grey, President

QPGC RESTARTS QUILTING BEES (continued from Page 1):

to resume the bees through November, when the highest wave yet of new
covid-19 cases brought the Quilting bees to a halt, with members working on
Quilts at their homes. (Decembers are traditionally dark due to the holidays.)

But with vaccines and steeply declining new coronavirus cases in early 2021,
members began discussing the resumption of the bees. The Edgar-Beltrans
agreed to again hold them on the 2™ and 4™ Sundays in the backyard of their
residence, which is also the location of Our Lady of Grace chapel.

However, even with volunteers already getting their vaccinations, safety is still
a top concern for QPGC’s Quilting bees. “By hosting them outside with masks
and social distancing,” Andy stresses, “we are able to safely continue working
for the QPGC mission.”
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AIDS HISTORY: The First Ventura County AIDS Walk

By the foggy morning of February 9, 1992’s 1** Annual AIDS Walk, AIDS Care, Inc. (ACI) was in a dire situation. Executive
Director Reese Welsh had given his notice in December 1991 after one year, and but for a single yard sale that month
that raised over $700, ACl would not have been able to pay rent on its Main Street offices.

“In December 1990 we had about 25 active clients on file, and extra money in the bank,” he wrote. “In December of ’91
the number of active clients was up to 85 and rising fast, and the... financial strain is being felt.” Reese, who succeeded
Christopher Dye as E.D., agreed to stay on through the AIDS Walk even as he admitted, as did several short-lived E.D.’s
who followed him, “feeling burned out and overwhelmed by the worsening crisis.”

The County of Ventura had established both the still-active AIDS Advisory Commission as well as the Immunology Clinic,

but bigotry and discrimination were still rampant against those living with the disease. Plans to establish an AIDS
hospice in Ventura were met by landlords more concerned about spreading the disease than helping the dying.

But hope and change were in the air, and the AIDS Walk raised over $35,000 to help keep ACI’s doors open. “The fight
against HIV in Ventura County has often felt quite lonely,” Reese told the Star, “(but) | was pleasantly surprised by the

number of people who... supported the walk. From the businesses that donated prizes to the volunteers who passed
out water, all kinds of people...showed that our slogan for the Walk is true: Ventura County Cares.”

The day itself, following on the announcement that Magic Johnson was HIV-positive, marked a turnaround for both the
HIV-affected and LGBT communities of Ventura County. The AIDS Walk was the first large-scale event involving the
community, and the first to receive a proclamation by any government entlty, w:th Supervisor Maggle Kildee reading

it to the 300+ people who braved the cold to walk the 10K
trail from San Buenaventura State Beach (near Charlie’s) to
Surfer’s Point.

The major sponsor was Curaflex Infusion, and in addition to
ACl, the monies went to support the Ventura County HIV
Case Management Program.

Quilt Project Ventura County, with several members also on
the ACI Board of Directors, helped out and displayed AIDS
Memorial Quilts (see right) and literature for the first time -
a tradition that continues to this day with QPGC.

Ventura County panel made

ABOVE: Ventura resident Betty Dye poses with a Quilt Project

for her son, Christopher Dye.

NEW HIV BILLS IN SACRAMENTO

Every year new in Sacramento, bills are introduced (or reintroduced) that affect
people living with HIV and AIDS in California. Some of these bills are regressive, like
those targeting the California public education system, particularly the Child Healthy
Youth Act.

But most of the bills are progressive, and supported by our legislators as well as
groups like the HIV/AIDS Coalition of Ventura County (HCVC), which has been sending
letters of support on various bills for the past few years. Two bills introduced in early
2021 will be helpful to the HIV/AIDS community.

Assembly Bill 835 requires the State Department of Public Health to develop
protocols for hospital emergency departments to implement an HIV testing program
for emergency room patients. AB835 would require the protocols to address the
integration of opt-out testing into the standards of care, streamlining HIV testing
consent procedures, and structural strategies to minimize the need for provider
intervention.

These proposals have already been at work on a pilot basis at several hospitals
throughout California. AB835 would expand this statewide. (continued on Page 6)

AMAZON SMILE

Did you know that you can
support Quilt Project Gold
Coast when you shop on
Amazon.com?

If you are shopping on
Amazon, make sure to make
your purchases under
AMAZON SMILE and choose
“Quilt Project Gold Coast” as
your charity.

You will be doing your part
for AIDS awareness and
education, and Quilt Project
Gold Coast will receive a
percentage of everything
you buy on AMAZON SMILE.
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Quilt Project Volunteer

o & PATRICK PATTERSON
J A U a5

5‘ i Born and raised in Orange County, Quilt Project volunteer

A— de‘?;mlwnS PATRICK PATTERSON has produced some of QPGC’s most

exquisite Quilts, including for Mitch Kincannon and David
805.963.4015 Dix. He received his BA and MA in Communications at Cal
05:259:7602 State Fullerton, and it is there he first saw the NAMES

63.9996

lutions.com Project National AIDS Memorial Quilt in the early 1990s.

Harbor Office Solutien
1626 De LaVina S
Santa Barbara, CA 931«
jay@harborofficesolutions.cor harborofficeso

He recalls how powerful it was to see hundreds of Quilts
dedicated to those who had lost their lives to the AIDS
W afapreud to provide a homefor pandemic. “l also remember finding Quilts for people |

the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of had known and/or dated, but didn’t know they had died.
Quilt Project Gold Coast.

We are Unitarian Universalists.

“That was very sobering, realizing my name could easily

We gather every Sunday at 10:00am h b th s, 1t v by th f

5654 Ralston Street ave been on one of those Quilts. is only by the grace o
Ventura CA 93003 God that | survived the AIDS pandemic.”

Phone: 805-644-3898 | patrick worked in advertising and marketing most of his
https://www.uuventura.org

www.facebook.com/UUVentura | life, with his Master’s thesis an analysis of thirty-plus years
of advertising in The Advocate, a national LGBT magazine.

“It was interesting to see how (ads) changed prior to and

CARD ADSPACE during (AIDS), from predominantly alcohol advertisers to

those that made drugs for AIDS patients,” he observes.

AVAI LABLE! $50/YEAR Patrick worked for nearly 15 years at a global biomedical

i . company before retiring in 2016 as Director of Marketing
Call 805.569.0561 for more information for UC Irvine Health, Orange County’s only academic

medical center.

He met his partner Joe eight years ago online, when they were living hundreds of miles apart from each
other. “Our connection was so strong, we endured the long distance for a couple of years before buying a
house in Ventura.”

Patrick discovered Quilt Project Gold Coast at a pride festival several years ago. “l immediately signed up
to receive the newsletter and often thought about joining the Quilting bees,” he says. Ironically, covid-19
led him to join the bees. “l wanted to volunteer my time and was seeking safe social interaction.

“During the AIDS pandemic, | lost too many friends to count,” he adds. “It was very sad and scary to watch
my friends wasting away, and not knowing why.

“The thing | appreciate most about the Quilting bees is the camaraderie within the group. It’s a perfect
example of the great things people can do when they work together. Even though covid-19 caused us to
temporarily forego the Quilting bees, 1 still felt the connection to the group. Working on Quilts at home
may not satisfy my desire for social interaction, but it allows me the latitude to start and stop as | choose.”

What advice would Patrick have for those at risk for contracting HIV? “Like the coronavirus, HIV and AIDS
are real threats. First, | would hope people love themselves enough to protect themselves. | believe it’s the
absence of self-love that can cause people to take risks that lead to dangerous consequences.

“But I also think it’s important to find balance in life. Even though these viruses are out there, we can’t stop
living our lives. ”” Patrick advises us all to seek information that guides us to safety — and trust the science.



QUILT PROJECT SPRING CALENDAR [

WE MISS YOU ¥

Whether you’re a long-
time Quilter, or you're
interested in good
company, fun activities
and “memorable” times,
we’re safely holding our
Quilting Bees in Ventura
every Sunday from 2-4pm!
(see below)

2:00-4:00
Sunday
April 11
2:00-4:00
Sunday
April 25
4:00-6:00
Sunday
April 25
2:00-4:00
Sunday
May 9
2:00-4:00
Sunday
May 23
2:00-4:00
Sunday
June 13
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QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details

QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details

BOARD MEETING
805.569.0561 for details

QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details

QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details

QUILTING BEE
805.569.0561 for details
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HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

{ YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

PREFERRED CONTACT (phone / text / email)

| AM INTERESTED IN:

O making a Quilt panel for a loved one lost
: to AIDS

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
joining in monthly Quilting bees
helping with displays and booths

donating fabric / materials

O O O O

donating $ (amount enclosed)

: Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
i Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

HUGO LECKEY

iltProt Pnel -

July 8, 1940 - March 8, 1999

An Appreciation by Edie Brown

Ventura County’s HIV/AIDS community lost a major
activist and benefactor when Mr. HUGO LECKEY passed
away in his home on March 8, 1999.

Born in Northern Ireland in 1940, Hugo came to Califor-
nia in 1958 and settled in Ventura in the early 1980s.
Diagnosed with HIV in the late 1980s, he became an
HIV/AIDS activist working with Ventura County Public
Health personnel to create the Ventura County Medical
Center Immunology Clinic, which opened in 1989.
(continued on Page 6)



NEW HIV BILLS IN SACRAMENTO (continued from Page 3): T
Existing law requires that every patient who has blood Uil JECT

drawn at a primary care clinic and has consented to the ¢ THE GRE REEPING T
test be offered an HIV test consistent with US recommend-
ations for HIV infection. ALL SAINTS PARISH - EACA

\EMC

Senate Bill 258 affects area agencies on aging, with Califor- e v e oia by ' *
nia Department of Aging leading development of home- £ WORSHIB SUND.

and community-based services that maintain individuals in
their own homes or least restrictive environments.

~

Existing law requires the department in its allocation of ENATOR MONIQUE LIMON: 805.988.1940
funds to ensure that priority consideration be given to (oxnard); 805.965-0862 (Santa Barbara)

“greatest social need,” meaning need caused by noneco- SENATOR HENRY STERN: 818.876.3352
nomic factors - including physical and mental disabilities, (c,jabasas) I
for example - that restrict an individual’s ability to perform

: 5 gmg ’ ... ASSEMBLYMEMBER STEVE BENNETT:
normal daily tasks or that threaten an individual’s capacity S0, 56,1649 (S Biathiars): BOG641,3700

to live independently. (Ventura)
SB258 revises this definition to include HIV status as a ASSEMBLYMEMBER JACQUI IRWIN:
specified noneconomic factor. 805.482.1904 (Camarillo); 805.483.4488 (Oxnard)

HUGO LECKEY’S APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):
Today it serves the majority of those infected.

In the early years of the epidemic, Hugo worked with the founders of AIDS Care
and Christopher Place, both as an activist and benefactor, and for several years
facilitated the HIV men’s support group sponsored by AIDS Care.

Later, he was involved with the AIDS Partnership (VCAP) and served as Chair of
the HIV/AIDS Advisory Commission to the County Board of Supervisors as a
representative of Supervisor Kathy Long.

: In 1998 he was recognized for his many years of dedication to the community
AIDS and awarded the Mark Vartanian AIDS Community Service Award.

AWARENESS PIN Hugo was an author, a playwright, former college instructor, patron of the arts,

($40) an activist, and benefactor for those in need. His unique talents made a signifi-
cant difference wherever he was and he will be greatly missed by those of us
who had the privilege of knowing and working with him. (From the Gay & Lesbian
Community Center April 1999 “Out ‘n’ About” newsletter.)

-Support Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS
work
-14-karat gold-plated, LITERARY ACHIEVEMENTS:

solid sterling silver with | ¢ Bachelor’s degree in English, Cal State Los Angeles

amethyst heart e First book, A Set for Edwin Honig, published in 1973
SHIPPING e Co-author of two photography books on Hollywood film history, Grand
lllusions (1973) and A World of Movies (1
AVAILABLE ° (1973) fiMovies (1974) .
e Playwright of Immaculate Heart (1985 premier), about the conflict in the
www.Facebook.com/Quilt 1960’s between the Sisters of the Order of the Immaculate Heart and the
ProjectGoldCoast Archdiosis of Los Angeles.

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SUPPORTERS AND VOLUNTEERS THIS PAST DIFFICULT YEAR



