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Quilt Project Gold Coast welcomes you to the

MONSTER MASH MOONLIGHT CRUISE

Thursday, October 7t from 6:45-9:00pm

Aboard the paddiewheel THE SCARLETT BELLE

L e c—

Dancing with DJ Mke
Special drag performance
Full buffet dinner

Full no-host bar

Drawing for prizes
Trophy costume contest

CHANNEL ISLANDS HARBOR
3600 Harbor Boulevard in Oxna
Tickets $50/person on Eventbrit
805.569.0561 for informatior
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2021: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

846,006 446,499
61 32
44 39
66 13-
22 n/a

population
2018 new diagnoses
2019 new diagnoses
2020 new diagnoses
2021 new diagnoses

12 2018 deaths from AIDS complications 5

<5

*by June 30, 2020 (preliminary)

n/a 2019 deaths
Data from public health depts. **by May 31, 2021 (preliminary)

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

This year we offer a full buffet dinner, as well as a full no-host bar with beer,
wine and mixed drinks (water, soft drinks and coffee come with your ticket). Start
thinking about your amazing costume (no glitter please!), so you can win a
trophy in our costume contest. The theme is Monster Mash, but there are no
limits on the variety of ideas!

We'll be showing Quilts for the first time on a cruise, and with our DJ, media
screens and a dancefloor, drawing for amazing prizes, parting swag and special
command performance, this will be an event you will not want to miss!

We are looking forward to seeing you in person this fall at the Event of the
Year!

Keith Coffman-Grey, President

DONATE TO THE QUILT PROJECT THROUGH AMAZON SMILE

Did you know that you can support Quilt Project Gold Coast when you shop on
Amazon.com?

If you are shopping on Amazon, make sure to make your purchases under
AMAZON SMILE and choose “Quilt Project Gold Coast” as your charity.

You will be doing your part for HIV and AIDS awareness and education, and Quilt
Project Gold Coast will receive a percentage of everything you buy on AMAZON
SMILE.
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MONSTER MASH MOONLIGHT CRUISE: Quilt Project Harbor Cruises On Again!

Planning for the 2020 harbor cruise was well underway in early spring 2020, with artwork completed, sponsors signed
up and doorprizes collected for the “Unicorn Rainbow Sunset Cruise,” set for June Pride Month of that year to
celebrate all things LGBT.

But then covid-19 hit the Gold Coast, and with great reluctance the QPGC Board of Directors decided to postpone the
annual fundraiser, saving the doorprizes and deciding to honor the existing sponsorships (see Page 1) at a future cruise
instead of an online presentation.

“We wanted everyone to be able enjoy the fun and festivity of a live cruise. Our cruises are for people to gather and
have a great time,” said Board President Keith Coffman-Grey. “We’re not doing this just to raise funds, but to create
community and fantastic memories.”

Thus was born the “Monster Mash Moonlight Cruise,” with the decision made to save the pride theme for a future
summer event. And with Island Packers’ decision to limit their evening cruises, enter Scarlett Belle Cruises and their
Channel Islands Harbor paddlewheel The Scarlett Belle, with the company agreeing to be a corporate sponsor as well!

Sponsorships are still available for the $250 SILVER MOON Circle, $500 GOLDEN WOLF Circle and $1000+ CURSED
DIAMOND Circle levels. Both corporations and community members may participate, with donations able to be made
in the memory of a lost loved one. Sponsorship packages
include boarding/dinner passes, prize drawing tickets and
program mentions, in addition to other benefits.

Boarding begins before 6:45 on Thursday, October 7" with
$50/ticket purchasers enjoying a cruise around the Channel
Islands Harbor in Oxnard, full no-host bar and buffet dinner,
as well as dancing to the sounds of DJ Mike and a special
performance, until 9:00pm. (Sodas, coffee and water are no-
charge, with beer, wine and mixed drinks available.)

Since it’s Halloween season, six costume trophies will be
awarded in broad categories and guests are encouraged to
wear their most creative, festive and glitter-free costumes.

Local Quilt panels will be shown for the first time on a

cruise. A parting swag l?ag and drawing f?r prizes, includir.1g ABOVE: The Scarlett Belle, a traditional padlewheel vessel with
Island Packers day cruises, SAS Shoes gift basket, and gift pgrand dining amenities, cruises the Channel Islands Harbor.

card from The Little Things Bakery, complete the evening.

' THE QUILT PROJECT RETURNS TO
UU CHURCH OF VENTURA

Covid-19 not only impacted the displays and fundraising events of Quilt Project
Gold Coast, but when the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ventura (UUCV)
closed for safety considerations in spring 2020, QPGC also had to rethink the
bimonthly Quilting bees.

That was when Boardmembers ANDY EDGAR-BELTRAN and MANNY EDGAR-
BELTRAN stepped up to offer their own home backyard for Sunday Quilting
bees. “We’re so grateful to Andy and Manny for hosting this past year,” said
President Keith Coffman-Grey. “We couldn’t have done this without them.”

- Beginning the 14™ of July, however, the Quilting bees have returned to UUCV
— on Wednesdays from 6-8pm, with bees scheduled through the summer (see

ABOVE: Andy Edgar-Beltran at work Calendar on Page 5). All skill levels are welcome!
during the July 14 Quilting bee at UUCV.
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Quilt Project Volunteer

LOOKING FOR A ‘ RON CAYOU

? " ‘

HUME MORTGAGE : He was a co-founder and board president of the Gay &
PEDRO A CHAVEZ i Lesbian Community Center, which served Ventura County
NMESEID 1070125 for 18 years, and now Quilt Project is blessed to have the

805.818.8670 .
Pedro.Chavez@Caliberhomeloans.com A amazing talents of RON CAYOU as one of our volunteers.

helendingPAC
Ofinfo “l became part of establishing the GLCC because | felt
@E&%IEENRS N,,AE%ER o G | there was a lack of representation, supportive activities,
: education and services in Ventura County for the LGBT

community,” he recalls, adding that the impact of the

| We are Unitarian Universalists. L
GLCC on the county was significant.

We are proud to provide a home for

g"fiIlt“PDij'Z'Cet";‘c’J:'Cg:;'tt'mak'”g = “It created visibility,” he says, “and GLCC was able to bring
) 4 awareness and services to and for the community. GLCC

We gather every Sunday at 10:00am o . .

SESA Halcttin SHRaTE l?rought” Pride to the county, both figuratively and

Ventura CA 93003 literally.

| = i /';:l‘;’l‘:l’ fgf:t‘:;:?rz The Colorado-born, 30-year social worker for the County
AN www.facebook.com/UUVentura | OF Ventura has lived in Ventura since 1970; in the mid 1980s

a facilitator of the UCSB Gay & Lesbian Rap group to
which he belonged began coordinating, as a Tri-Counties

C ARD ADSP ACE AIDS educator, “Kool-AIDS” parties at local homes and

bars including The Wild Goose, at which AIDS info,

AVAILABLE! $50 /YE AR | condoms and testing referrals were provided.

. . Ron both volunteered and participated in the Kool-AIDS
Call 805.569.0561 for more information events, and it was at one of the house parties that Jerry W
the rap group facilitator and Ventura local Ken Trupp orga-

nized a meeting to discuss the formation of an AIDS nonprofit to provide education, support and services
for people living with HIV and AIDS. It was, Ron tells The Stitch’n Times, “the beginnings of AIDS Care.”

Mark Vartanian was soon leading AIDS Care, Inc. and was its first board president. Ron became an ACI
volunteer at its original Loma Vista office, answering the phone and providing information. “I was (also) a
Buddy for several persons living with AIDS” at both the GLRC in Santa Barbara as well as AIDS Care’s Buddy
program, which coupled volunteers with clients to provide companionship, dignity and assistance of all
kinds for those who did not otherwise have such support.

It was through the GLCC and AIDS Care that Ron was first aware of the local quilting projects - Quilt
Project Ventura County and later NAMES Project Ventura County. Through the years and with the 2018
establishment of Quilt Project Gold Coast as a nonprofit, Ron maintained his friendships with the founders
of QPVC, NPVC and QPGC, and last year began attending the bees, enjoying the camaraderie and creativity.

“What | like most about the Quilting bees (is) its primary focus: we shouldn’t forget,” he says. “We should
not forget the loved ones we’ve lost, nor the fight it was to have the disease acknowledged, researched
and funded, recognized for the pandemic it became due to hatred and prejudice.”

His message to younger Gay and bisexual men would be to “educate yourself about HIV, its history, and be
responsible for yourself and your partners. It’s not the death sentence people went through 30 years ago,
but it’s also not a free ride and there are serious consequences to being positive.”



QUILT PROJECT SUMMER CALENDAR

WE MISS YOU ¥

Whether you’re a long-time Quilter,
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QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

or you’re interested in good HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
company, fun activities and ;
“memorable” times, we’re holding ! YOUR NAME
our Quilting Bees in Ventura every
Wednesday from 6-8pm! (see below) e ;
-8 : YOUR ADDRESS
6:00-8:00  QUILTING BEE ;
Wednesday ) chyrch of Ventura ]
July 28 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura ;
6:00-8:00 QUILTING BEE | PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text / email)
Wednesday ,,; chyrch of Ventura 5
Alpust 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura :
6:00-8:00 !
QUILTING BEE : | AM INTERESTED IN:
Wednesday ) cpyrch of Ventura i
August 25 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura O making a Quilt panel for a loved one lost
Wednesday UU Church of Ventura -
September 8 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
2:(;3;’&2; BOARD MEETING O joining in monthly Quilting bees
Seutenifergl 2 BORS050GMIOTimanmation. O helping with displays and booths
SHEBEES 01911 TING BEE io St g .
: Wtedngsday UU Church of Ventura E onating fabric [ materials
eptembper 22 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura :' ') donating $ (amount enclosed)
6;145'9(;00 MONSTER MASH MOONLIGHT Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
(;—ctli)r ;eg CRUISE on The Scarlett Belle Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.
3600 Harbor Blvd in Oxnard ;
:  THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT
Quilt Project Panel
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MITCH KINCANNON
1954 - 1994

An Appreciation by Neil Coffman-Grey

Even before | lived in Santa Barbara, | knew MITCH KIN-
CANNON, who died at age 39 in February 1994 of AIDS
complications.

Mitch was one of the most “out” people in the Central
Coast, both as a Gay man and a person living with AIDS.
For 2% years his struggles with the disease were the
subject of a series of articles in the Santa Barbara News-
Press called “Mitch’s Story,” a chronicle detailing his
health, the drugs and physical therapies that offered
hope in his efforts to stay alive. (continued on Page 6)



SENATE BILL 258 ADVANCES TO GOVERNOR’S DESK
Senate Bill 258, which was supported by the HIV/AIDS
Coalition of Ventura County, has passed the California
legislature and is now on its way for signature by Gov.
Gavin Newsom, it was reported in July.

SB258 affects area agencies on aging, with the California
Department of Aging leading development of home- and
community-based services that maintain individuals in their
own homes or least restrictive environments.

Existing law requires the department in its allocation of
funds to ensure that priority consideration be given to
“greatest social need,” meaning need caused by noneco-
nomic factors - including physical and mental disabilities,
for example - that restrict an individual’s ability to perform
normal daily tasks or that threaten an individual’s capacity
to live independently.

SB258 revises this definition to include HIV status as a
specified noneconomic factor.
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MITCH KINCANNON’S APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):
Mitch was a charismatic man, and his career included a stint as a circus clown.

Diagnosed with AIDS In 1988, he dedicated his life to promoting a better under-
standing of the AIDS, and in addition to the News-Press series, Mitch spoke at
campuses and conferences across the country about his life and experiences.

Mitch also organized quilting bees for the NAMES Project AIDS Memorial Quilt,
and part of his legacy remains with the San Francisco-based Quilt through all
the panels representing Santa Barbara County that have been sewn into 12x12

AIDS
AWARENESS PIN
(340)

-Support Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS

work

-14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver with

amethyst heart

SHIPPING
AVAILABLE

www.Facebook.com/Quilt

ProjectGoldCoast

foot blocks, some of which have returned to the Gold Coast for public viewing.

On May Day weekend 1993, Mitch coordinated “Quilts at the Courthouse,” the
largest-ever display of panels in the Central Coast, at the Santa Barbara County
Courthouse, with panels hanging and laid on the floors of the entire Courthouse
and Sunken Gardens, and poetry readings | was lucky enough to take part in.

Mitch invited NAMES Project Ventura County to display our local panels, which
we did. On Heath House stationery he invited: “Dear Neil, greetings from Santa
Barbara! Here are some flyers for our Quilt Sewing Bee. You are all welcome to
attend if you wish. Take care, Mitch Kincannon.”

One of Rhonda Parks’ news articles, “New strength, new hope,” chronicled
Mitch’s workouts at Gold’s Gym and experimental treatments with Dr. Barry
Chadsey, a local AIDS specialist who joined an AIDS research firm to find
medicines, if not cures, to extend the lives of those living with the disease.

By the time of his death in 1994, Mitch was the only surviving original resident
of Heath House, Santa Barbara County’s first board-and-care hospice for people
with AIDS, which was founded in June 1991.

ORDER YOUR MONSTER MASH MOONLIGHT CRUISE TICKETS AND SPONSORSHIPS INSIDE!



