o
2

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT OF
THE GOLD COAST

“Remembering those who came
before, celebrating our lives”

FALL 2021
CONTENTS
Page 1-2  President’s Column
Page 1,6 Updated SB Data
Page1 Upcoming Fall Events
Page 2 2021: The Numbers
Page 2 Amazon SMILE
Page 3 Monster Mash Cruise
Page 3 Wildcat Mini-Pridefest
Page 4 Volunteer Feature:
MARK LAGER
Page 5 Fall Calendar
Page 5-6 Appreciation:
DAVID JOHN DIX

Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awareness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.
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a publication of Quilt Project Gold Coast

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
by Keith Coffman-Grey

October is AIDS Awareness Month. Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) is in the
midst of a busy fall raising awareness that HIV and AIDS are unfortunately still
in our community.

Ventura County had an increase in new infections between 2019 and 2020,
while Santa Barbara County decreased. There are several reasons during this
time of covid-19 for the differences, but education is the key to getting to the
goal of ZERO NEW INFECTIONS.

QPGC kicked off AIDS Awareness Month on October 2™ at the mini-Pride
Festival at The Wildcat Lounge in Santa Barbara. On October 7™ our Monster
Mash Moonlight Cruise set sail aboard The Scarlett Belle for a soldout cruise
around the Channel Islands Harbor (see Page 3 for details) that raised funds to
continue our Mission Statement (left). It was a fabulous event.

Quilt Project is airing PSAs this month on social media to educate the Gold
Coast-that HIV/AIDS still affects our community. Our Quilting bees continue on
the 2" and 4™ Wednesdays of each month at Unitarian Universalist Church of
Ventura.

October 23" and 24" we’re displaying a memorial altar and Mitch Kincannon’s
Quilt at the recently remodeled Santa Barbara Museum of Art for their annual
Dia de los Muertos event. We will also have an altar and display at the Museum
of Ventura County from 2-4pm on October 30”‘. (continued on Page 2)

SB COUNTY UPDATES ANNUAL DATA

Public Health 2016-2020 Numbers Released

Santa Barbara County released its Sexually Transmit-
ted Infections (STI) Annual Report recently, covering
the 5-year period of 2016-2020.

There were 147 reported HIV infections in Santa Bar-
bara County during that time. Overall, these rates
have remained relatively constant, although there
was a steep decrease in 2020.

The report states, “The average rate of HIV in SBC is
6.6 cases per 100,000 residents over the past 5 years.
When race/ethnicity is taken into account, there were
proportionally more Hispanic residents diagnosed
with HIV in comparison to other races. HIV diagnoses
disproportionately affect males; (continued on Page 6)

BUSY FALL SCHEDULE AHEAD

QPGC announces events aimed at raising awareness
during Dia de los Muertos and World AIDS Day.

For Dia de los Muertos, museums are the venue,
with an Oct. 23-24 altar and Quilt for activist Mitch
Kincannon at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art. On
Oct. 30 from 2-4pm, the Museum of Ventura County
will feature a Quilt Project altar and mini-labyrinth of
AIDS Memorial Quilts on their front plaza, among
other groups.

World AIDS Day starts early for QPGC, with a late-
November proclamation from the City of Ventura
and services at All Saints Episcopal Church in Oxnard
on Nov. 28. On Dec. 1, QPGC displays the Quilts at
Ventura City Hall at 2:00, with a 5:30 vigil (see flyer).
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2021: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

846,006 446,499
61 31
44 37
66 24
42+ 14-
12 2018 deaths from AIDS complications 5

n/a 2019 deaths < 5
Data from public health depts. **by Aug. 31, 2021 (preliminary) *by June 30, 2021 (preliminary)

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/Igbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2018 new diagnoses
2019 new diagnoses
2020 new diagnoses

2021 new diagnoses

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

Our annual World AIDS Day Quilt display and candlelight vigil will once more be
held on the steps of Ventura City Hall on December 1*. We will be showing all
of our new Quilts from 2:00pm to 5:30pm, with the candlelight vigil starting at
5:30pm.

We will be providing masks and battery-powered candles to attendees for this
solemn observance, which also marks the 30“‘ anniversary of the local AIDS
Memorial Quilt in the Gold Coast.

Please mark your calendars for World AIDS Day and the rest of our events.

QPGC wishes you a Happy Fall!
Keith Coffman-Grey, President

DONATE TO THE QUILT PROJECT THROUGH AMAZON SMILE

Did you know that you can support Quilt Project Gold Coast when you shop
on Amazon.com?

If you are shopping on Amazon, make sure to make your purchases under
AMAZON SMILE and choose “Quilt Project Gold Coast” as your charity.

You will be doing your part for HIV and AIDS awareness and education, and
Quilt Project Gold Coast will receive a percentage of everything you buy on
AMAZON SMILE.
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MONSTER MASH MOONLIGHT CRUISE: A Mashing Success!

With a fantastic performance by BellaDonna Santa Barbara, scrumptious desserts from The Little Things Bakery and
Anacapa Brewing Company, and a wild and woolly costume contest with awards from Santa Barbara Trophy, the
“Monster Mash Harbor Cruise” was a soldout smash on October 7.

For the first time, co-hosts Cindy Copeland Burrell and Neil Coffman-Grey and their stellar volunteers - Keith Coffman-
Grey, Steve Zambrano, Mark Lager and the entire Edgar-Beltran family, Manny, Andy and Linda Jean - set sail out of
Channel Islands Harbor, aboard the stunning paddlewheel The Scarlett Belle, whose operators Scarlett Belle Cruises
were also a sponsor of this year’s annual event.

Other generous sponsors at the CURSED DIAMOND level included Gilead, Amgen Pride and the Coffman-Greys. Four
sponsors occupied the GOLDEN WOLF Circle - Claude Raffin in memory of Jon Gathercole, Diversity Collective Ventura
County, Marc Goldman, and Mark Lager & Garland Jacobs.

Sponsorships at the SILVER MOON level included the Law Office of Joseph A. Rund, Dennis Mitchell & Richard Sanders,
Donna & Shawn Klinge, Jerry Gray & John Robles, Linda & Dan Collins, The Barbershop at The Collection, Keith & Michael
Grim-Radonich, Realtor Blake Mashburn, Ron Sheklow & Karl Johannsen, and Ron Oehler in memory of Michael
Scheck, to whose memory the evening was also dedicated, along with honoring the timeless friend of the Quilt and
one-time member of NAMES Project Ventura County, Coral Norton, W

who now resides in Pennsylvania. e — éﬁ' 1

Guests enjoyed a raffle that included prizes donated by Island .
Packers, The Little Things Bakery, Salzer’s Records, The Barbershop,
SAS Shoes, Joe Rund & Al Reta, Neil The Wandmaker and Plantasia
Landscaping, as well as one of QPGC’s AIDS awareness pins, and all
departed laden with a “swag bag” courtesy of Quilt Project, Gilead
and Ventura County Public Health.

Local Quilt panels were shown for the first time on a cruise, and a |
record amount was raised that will go toward Quilt displays and l
supplies, as well as public service announcements that run on social
media including Instagram and Facebook, that last year reached tens
of thousands. A PSA campaign for AIDS Awareness Month is currently
running.

ABOVE: The costume contest winners, with MC Neil (-
r) Heather Rudow & Crystal Star, Charles McDermott,
“This year’s event was such a success, it will be difficult to outdo Lauren Baize, Joe Rund, Jane Ward and Keith Grim,

2021,” said co-host Cindy, “but we’re ready for the challenge!” pose for the cameras.

QPGC JOINS MINI-PRIDE FESTIVAL AT
THE WILDCAT IN SANTA BARBARA

On October 2™ Quilt Project Gold Coast took part in a
| surprise “pop-up” mini-Pride festival hosted by The
Wildcat nightclub, to benefit Pacific Pride Foundation
in Santa Barbara.

# QPGCvolunteers spent the afternoon handing out

< AIDS ribbons and literature to event attendees, who
el also enjoyed live performances and booths from local
artisans.

Three Quilts honoring area residents Mitch Kincannon,
Ruben Varela and Eric Lim were displayed in addition

WL =, N o, O
ABOVE: Benedictine Brother Pablo A. and Bishop Manny Edgar-
Beltran volunteered for the outreach booth at the event, which
featured three Quilts remembering Santa Barbara residents. to safer sex literature and copies of The Stitch’n Times.
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LOOKING FOR A 4
HOME MORTGAGE?

PEDRO A CHAVEZ

NMLS ID # 1075125
805.818.3670

Pedro.Chavez@Caliberhomeloans.com

ARG ..
342 S 5th St

IZI CALIBER
HOME LOANS

We are Unitarian Universalists.

We are proud to provide a home for
the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of
Quilt Project Gold Coast.

We gather every Sunday at 10:00am
. 5654 Ralston Street
~ Ventura CA 93003

Phone: 805-644-3898
https://www.uuventura.org
www.facebook.com/UUVentura

CARD ADSPACE
AVAILABLE! $50/YEAR

Call 805.569.0561 for more information

Quilt Project Volunteer
MARK LAGER

Yes, MARK LAGER is a cofounder of Quilt Project Gold
Coast and Vice President on the Board. But he is so much
more, and it was his visionary notion in the late 1980s that
led to the creation of Quilt Project Ventura County in 1991.

“Wanting to be of support to the AIDS community,” he
says, “I took on roles at AIDS Care, Inc. to help. | was in
the buddy program, took clients to doctor appointments
or social activities, and wrote for the newsletter.”

It was in the ACI newsletter that Mark first proposed the
creation of a local chapter of NAMES Project, makers of
the National Quilt. “I felt a compulsion to create a visible
display for the entire community to see the devastation,”
he explains. It was through his own grief at the loss of his
sister and her family that in part brought him to make the
commitment now spanning over 30 years.

Describing the standard size of the AIDS Memorial Quilts,
Mark says, “Hearing the phrase ‘3x6 feet, about the size
of a common grave plot,” had an impact on me.”

Mark’s commitment and vision have brought scores of
volunteers over the decades to the cause of AIDS, but this
substantial legacy has had rewards for him as well. “It was
a privilege to help those who could not help themselves. |
felt a lot of compassion.| took off work many times to help

my buddies. For today, | am even more aware of how important kindness and compassion are in life.”

It was this empathy that led the Kansas-born activist to service. “Prior to coming to Ventura, | (was)
reading... where the CDC was tracking a new virus that was devastating the Gay community. | was becom-
ing more aware of my sexuality, and felt a compassion and affiliation for those suffering. When my partner
and | moved here, | excitedly looked for organizations to join. | met some members of the local community
who were interested in creating a center to help those who had AIDS.”

Mark was aware of the activist group ACT-UP, which was highly visible in LA County and soon to form
chapters in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties. “(But I) knew | was not an in-your-face activist,” he says,
and wanted to support the cause in other ways — hence AIDS Care, Inc., which led to the formation of Quilt
Project Ventura County and then NAMES Project Ventura County.

Now, after decades of service to both HIV/AIDS and the LGBTI community, Mark, who is retiring next year
from his IT management job at the Ventura County Library, helps to lead QPGC.

Mark’s main focus in Quilt Project is remembering those who have died. “I believe their spirits are around
us when we remember them. It is a powerful way to heal the devastation we have seen in the
community, and to make the larger community aware that the disease is still with us.

“] was overwhelmed when | was told | had HIV, but it is no longer a death sentence. Get tested routinely;
be responsible for your sexual health.”
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QUILT PROJECT FALL CALENDAR

WE MISS YOU ¥

Whether you’re a long-time Quilter,
or you're interested in good compa-
ny, fun activities and “memorable”
times, we’re holding our Quilting
Bees in Ventura every 2™ & 4"

Wednesday from 6-8pm! (see below)

Saturday - Sunday
October 23 - October 24

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
October 27

2:00-4:00
Saturday
October 30

6:00-8:00

Wednesday

November 10

2:00-4:00

Sunday

November 21

9:15 (English) & 11:15 (Spanish)
Sunday

November 28

2:00-5:30 Display
5:30-6:30 Candlelight Vigil
Wednesday

December 1

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS DISPLAY
Santa Barbara Museum of Art
1130 State Street in Santa Barbara

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS DISPLAY
Museum of Ventura County
100 East Main Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

BOARD MEETING

G0

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

! YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

{ PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text / email)

I AM INTERESTED IN:

O making a Quilt panel for a loved one lost
 to AIDS

i NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)

{0 joining in monthly Quilting bees

Call 805.569.0561 for information : . . .
: O helping with displays and booths

WORLD AIDS DAY OBSERVANCE

All Saints Episcopal Church
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

i O donating fabric / materials

O donating $ (amount enclosed)

WORLD AIDS DAY DISPLAY AND Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
VIGIL at Ventura City Hall Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.

501 Poli Street in Ventura
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

Feb. 17,1959 - Nov. 13, 1995

Quilt Project Panel

An Appreciation by Judith Norcross

David walked into the clinic for his test results. | sat in the
parking lot thinking, Straight men don’t get AIDS. But then
| saw his face. That’s when I knew: My son was dying.

That was October 4, 1991. David had been sick for well
over a year — extremely thin and always tired. He had
returned to Ventura County for mama’s home cooking
and loving care. David chainsmoked, so | thought it was
lung cancer. Later, | hoped it was Lyme disease - after all,
David was an outdoorsman who lived off the land in the
outback of Montana. (continued on Page 6)

G



UPDATED SANTA BARBARA DATA (continued from Page 1):
“93% of new cases in 2016-2020 were male. The highest rate
of infection was among young men between 30-34.

“Within the county, the City of Santa Barbara had the high-
est rate of HIV, which was slightly less than two times higher
than the overall County rate between 2016-2019.”

The report states that males 35-44 and 45+ had the highest
number of HIV diagnoses countywide, but the highest in-
fection rate was in males 30-34, with about 25.9 cases per
100,000 residents.

During the covid-19 pandemic, HIV infection rates dropped
from 37 cases in 2019 to 24 cases in 2020, a substantial

IE SUPPORT THE
LT PRE £
IN THEIR WORK IN KEEPING THE

MEMORY OF OUR LOVED ONES ALIVE

JECT . GOL] D/

ALL SAINTS PARISH - EACA
SERVING VENTURA'S GLBTQ

FOR 20+ YEARS ' ’

JAY GILSON

decrease.

As the report concludes, “The covid-19 pandemic was
declared in early 2020, impacting access to care and social
human interaction, which may partially explain the decrease
in cases seen across all local 2020 STl data.”

Harbor Oifice Solutions

Harbor Office Solutions
1626 De La Vina Street

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
jay@harborofficesolutions.com

PHONE 805.963.4015

CELL 805.259.7802

FAX 805.963.9996
harborofficesolutions.com

AIDS
AWARENESS PIN
(340)

-Support Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS
work — great gift!

-14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver with
amethyst heart

SHIPPING
AVAILABLE

www.Facebook.com/Quilt
ProjectGoldCoast

DAVID JOHN DIX’S APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):

David got back into the car with a handful of literature about AIDS. We sat
through a moment of silence. He didn’t have to say a word. | just started to cry.
Mothers are not supposed to bury their children.

David’s first T-cell count was 44. | knew enough about nursing to know that was
bad news. But looking back, nothing could have prepared me for AIDS. Even
after | spent two full weeks in the library reading everything | could about AIDS,
| was lost, helpless, full of fear and questioning my faith in God.

Where was a mother to turn? Would my friends ever understand? For them,
AIDS was just something that happened to “those” people over there.

My only son died on November 13, 1995 in Oxnard. He was born February 17,
1959, in Ventura and had been a county resident for the past four years.

David was a professional outdoorsman. He was an expert backcountry hiker
and survivalist, and a committed environmentalist. His interests, skills and talent
led him to travel throughout the United States and Canada. He lived many years
in Montana.

David had a lifelong interest in railroads and was well-known for his research on
the history and development of North American railroads.

David and | spent the summer of 1994 criss-crossing the United States camping
in the glory of nature. Being a confirmed “city-slicker,” | learned a lot about the
out-of-doors.

One lesson David taught me: Energy never dies - it is simply transformed into
new life. (Excerpted from AIDS Care, Inc. literature.)

PLEASE JOIN US ON DECEMBER 1°" AT 5:30pm FOR THE WORLD AIDS DAY VIGIL!




