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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the
purpose of raising awareness

Quilt Project Gold Coast
Holiday Season!

of HIV/AIDS, remembering
those lost to the disease, and

helping survivors cope with

the loss of their loved one.

In 2021, we were able to
have lost to AIDS and ed

On December 1, 2021, Quilt Project Gold Coast displayed AIDS Memorial Quilts at Ventura City Hall.

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Lo - anemeeapes ™ A S

by Keith Coffman-Grey

(QPGC) wants to wish everyone a very happy, festive

accomplish a lot (despite covid) to remember those we
ucate the Gold Coast that HIV and AIDS are still in our

community. (continued on Page 2)

THE CENTER
by Juan Lopez, Ventura County Public Health

The first case in Ventura County of what we now call
AIDS appeared in the late 1970s. In 1981 our nation
officially recognized AIDS as a diagnosis, and HIV
testing began in 1985.

The first HIV clinic started in 1989 at Ventura County
Medical Center, with Dr. John Prichard and Ventura
County Public Health staff. This was the beginning
of what we now call “The Center.”

In 1990 the Ryan White Care Act, providing funding
for care and treatment for people with HIV, was ini-
tiated nationwide. The Center received this funding
and was able to expand into the services it offers to
this day. (continued on Page 3)

BUSY OCTOBER AIDS AWARENESS

QPGC stayed busy after the Fall Stitch’n Times went
out in October, with displays and a PSA campaign.

A bilingual, minute-long PSA, created by Andy
Edgar-Beltran, featured Quilts and testing sites and
was viewed over 14,500 times between Oct. 12-31.

For Dia de los Muertos, QPGC displayed at the Santa
Barbara Museum of Art (see p. 6) and, on Oct. 30, the

ty (Qu

Museum of Ventura Coun
o e

ilt labyrinth below).
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2021: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

846,006 446,704
61 31
44 37
66 24

49** 14*
12 2018 deaths from AIDS complications 5

n/a 2019 deaths <5
Data from public health depts. **by Nov. 30, 2021 (preliminary) *by June 30, 2021 (preliminary)

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/Igbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2018 new diagnoses
2019 new diagnoses
2020 new diagnoses

2021 new diagnoses

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

We started the year with our amazing group of Quilters at our twice-monthly
outdoors Quilting bees before returning to UU Church of Ventura last summer.
We now have 20 finished Quilts, with over a dozen more in production.

We displayed Quilts throughout the year across the Gold Coast, and our spring
and fall PSA awareness campaigns were viewed 35,000 times on social media.

On October 7, our sold-out “Monster Mash” moonlight dinner cruise aboard
The Scarlett Belle was a great success. It was a very festive evening with
wonderful costumes and entertainment! For Dia de los Muertos, we had altars
at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art and the Museum of Ventura County.

For December 1°* World AIDS Day, we displayed our Quilts all day, culminating
in a candlelight vigil with proclamations from the City and County of Ventura.

Did you know that QPGC has a speakers bureau? We speak to organizations
and schools about HIV/AIDS issues, living with the virus and the history of HIV
and AIDS in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.

We are an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and | want to thank our dedicated
Board and volunteers for their countless hours remembering those we have
lost to AIDS. Please consider QPGC in your year-end giving. All donations go
directly to helping us remember those lost - and getting to ZERO NEW HIV
INFECTIONS.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President
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QUILT PROJECT WORLD AIDS DAY ACTIVITIES

Quilt Project Gold Coast was very active during the week of World AIDS Day, marked each year on December 1.
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH: (From left) Marc Goldman, Cindy Copeland Burrell,
Bishop Manny Edgar-Beltran, Mark Lager, Neil Coffman-Grey, Brother
Pablo A., Ron Oehler, Linda Jean Edgar-Beltran, Andy Edgar-Beltran and

Keith Coffman-Grey after setting up for the Nov. 28" services.

| All Saints Church (lIglesia Episcopal de Todos los Santos)
held World AIDS Day services in English and Spanish
on Nov. 28, led by Rev. Melissa Campbell Langdell
and Deacon Joel Chan. QPGC displayed 20 Quilts,
with Board president Keith Coffman-Grey and vice-
president Mark Lager speaking about AIDS and the
history of the Quilt.

Members took part in receptions afterward, with a
signature Quilt for those who wished to write the
names of their lost loved ones.

On Dec. 1, Quilts were displayed at Ventura City Hall
during the afternoon, with a sunset candlelight vigil
that included music from I’ve Seen Better Elephants,

City Councilmember Doug Halter, and invocations from Rev.
Campbell Langdell, Rev. Dana Worsnop from UU Church of Ventura
(home of QPGC’s Quilting bees), Bishop Manny Edgar-Beltran and

Deacon Chan.

On Dec. 3 the Ventura County Star ran a front-page feature about the
display and candlelight vigil, greatly increasing AIDS awareness and
visibility. The Ventura County Reporter also highlighted the World

AIDS Day activities in its Arts Section.

Finally, on Dec. 6, Ventura Mayor Sofia Rubalcava formally presented
the World AIDS Day proclamation to Quilt Project volunteers at the

City Council meeting.

Ventura County Supervisor Matt LaVere also issued a proclamation
from the Board of Supervisors recognizing December 1, 2021 as World

AIDS Day.

a reading of the City of Ventura proclamation by

WORLD AIDS DAY: (From left) Deacon Joel Chan
speaks as Rev. Dana Worsnop, Rev. Melissa Campbell
Langdell and Bishop Manny Edgar-Beltran look on.

THE CENTER (continued from Page 1):

While there have been numerous relocations and staff
changes as HIV/AIDS cases increased, our motto remains
the same: We are here to help. '

The Ventura County Public Health HIV/AIDS Program —
The Center - provides special programs for persons
living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS. A team of social
workers, a nurse and the bilingual, bicultural prevention
team works toward common goals of minimizing new
HIV infections and maximizing access to appropriate
care and treatment for people with HIV infection.

Of the approximately 1,157 persons living with HIV/AIDS
in Ventura County, The Center serves about 280 clients
who are case-managed, and around 160 ADAP-only, for
a total of 440 clients.

The Center’s goal is to optimize the health of the HIV/
AIDS community by providing bilingual and biculturally
sensitive education, HIV testing and prevention, case
management, social services, resources, referrals and
community outreach. We are a team of professionals
who respect the privacy/confidentiality of each client.

Today, The Center helps those affected by HIV/AIDS by
improving their lives emotionally, socially and medic-
ally. Ryan White grants continue to assist us in our
mission, and we work closely with the Immunology
Clinic and other providers throughout Ventura County.

The Center continues to grow and change as the know-
ledge and treatment of HIV has. We have come from a

survival rate for AIDS patients of 3 months in the early
80s to over 25 years in 2021.
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LOOKING FOR A . Quilt Project Volunteer
HOMEMORTGAGE?

RON OEHLER

RON OEHLER is one of QPGC’s newest Quilters, but knew

\ e :
FE s about the Quilt since the 1980s. “l was an office manager

NMLS ID # 1075125

805.818.8670 in a medical group at the forefront of AIDS research,” he
%O%”a@ Ca[beh”;:afszm;p,,c says, “ so | was aware of the Quilt from the beginning.”
@ CALIBER @8 | Moving to Los Angeles in 1971 from a small farm in central
HOME LOANS gy ] Ohio, his first job was at the City of LA as clerical/medical
E— tech. In 1988 he and partner MICHAEL SCHECK moved to
We are Unitarian Universalists. La Conchita. He worked for Michael’s brother 10 years and
We are proud to provide a home for at UCP/WORK in Carpinteria 8 more years before retiring.
the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of
Quilt Project Gold Coast. “There were few opportunities to meet other Gays in Ven-

| We gather every Sunday at 10:00am | tura in the 80s,” Ron tells The Stitch’n Times, “but Michael
321‘::::'5;:';35;;?‘ and | joined Gold Coast Couples. Members of the couples
group (who) were business owners formed an association
Phone: 805-644-3898 . . "
https://www.uuventura.org | (GOld Coast Business and Professional Alliance) where our
www.facebook.com/UUVentura | circle of acquaintances expanded.

“Neil (Demers-Grey) was a friend from that group who,
learning of our enjoyment of games, gathered like-minded
people. That group (Gold Coast Card Players Club) conti-
nues 30 years later.”

JUST ONE DROP §

Resources Available

* PEP and PrEP Referral
= Free Anonymous HIV Testing

Quilt Project Gold Coast launched in 2018, and Ron attend-

: Free Sewual HealthProducts ed harbor cruises, but having recently retired and losing
s Sexual Health Resources and . . - . %

information Michael in March 2021 to brain cancer, Ron had time to

2471 Portola Rd. VENTURA, CA 93003 : A s
Call 805.665.3193 or visit diversitycolletivevc.org contribute to QPGC’s mission of raising awareness.

It wasn’t supposed to be that way. “l was diagnosed with HIV in November 1987,” Ron reveals. “Michael
was negative...(and) though my body tolerated the medications pretty well, I always saw myself dying
before my partner even though he was several years older.”

Ron was fortunate that his T-cells were strong for so many years after his diagnosis, during which drug
development advanced considerably. “Contributing to my survival is my attitude of trust and gratitude and
a calmness | must have gotten from my father, a very gentle man. | have heard that singing and yelling sti-
mulates the thyroid, supporting immunity. I have done my share of both.” '

Living in La Conchita has come with its own risks, a “mixed bag (where) we survived two landslides,” says
Ron, “but the weather is beautiful and our home provided many blessings, not the least of which are the
parties and dinners with friends.”

With protease inhibitors in 1996 and many other advances that have made HIV a manageable disease, Ron
describes as “tragic” the message of safer sex that has been lost over the years, as well as the
complacency in affected communities regarding safer sex.

His message to younger LGBTQ community members? “Be smart with your health. There are wonderful
drugs today that can eliminate the chance of infection if other precautions are unavailable, so be prepared
and vigilant. There is no guarantee of effective treatment if you do become infected, and people are still
dying of AIDS.”



QUILT PROJECT WINTER CALENDAR

WE MISS YOU ¥

Whether you’re a long-time Quilter,
or you’re interested in good compa-
ny, fun activities and “memorable”
times, we’re holding our Quilting
Bees in Ventura every 2™ & 4
Wednesday from 6-8pm! (see below)

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
January 12

2:00-4:00
Sunday
January 16
6:00-8:00
Wednesday
January 26

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
February 9

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
February 23

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
March 9

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
March 23

The Stitch’n Times PAGE 5

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

BOARD MEETING
Call 805.569.0561 for information

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

. HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

! YOUR NAME

| YOUR ADDRESS

{ PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text/ email)

| AM INTERESTED IN:

O making a Quilt panel for a loved one lost
to AIDS

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
joining in monthly Quilting bees
helping with displays and booths
donating fabric [ materials

donating $ (amount enclosed)

Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
: Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.

© O O O

i THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

Quilt Project Panel
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FORREST ROCKH
1940 - 1992

¥

s An Appreciation by Neil Coffman-Grey

During the latter half of the 1980s and most of the 1990s,
AIDS Care, Inc. (ACl) provided advocacy, services and
dignity to hundreds of clients, from legal aid to the food
bank to the buddy program, pairing volunteers with
clients for companionship, errands and other assistance.

So it is not hyperbole to say that without FORREST
ROCKHOLD, AIDS Care might not have been around after
1991 to provide such vital care to those living with HIV
and AIDS in Ventura County and their families and loved
ones. (continued on Page 6)
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The Quilt Project hosted altars and displays across the Gold
Coast during late October, for Dia de los Muertos.

From Oct. 23-29, QPGC had an altar at the Santa Barbara
Museum of Art (above), and on the 30" participated in the
Museum of Ventura County’s event with an altar, literature
table and mini-labyrinth of nearly 20 Quilts.

QUILT PROJI T GoLD OAST

IN THEIR WORK IN KEEPING T
MEMCRY OF OUR LOVED ONES ALIVE

ALL SAINTS PARISH - EACA

SERVING VENTURA'S GLBTQ
FOR 20+ YEARS
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JAY GILSON
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Harbor Office

@3

olutions

Harbor Office Solutions
1626 De La Vina Street

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
jay@harborofficesolutions.com

PHONE 805.963.4015

CELL 805.259.7802

FAX 805.963.9996
harborofficesolutions.com

AIDS

AWARENESS PIN
($40)
-Support Quilt Project

Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS
work — great gift!

-14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver with
amethyst heart

SHIPPING
AVAILABLE

www.Facebook.com/Quilt
ProjectGoldCoast

QuiltProjectGoldCoast.org

FORREST ROCKHOLD’S APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):

A handsome, dark-haired and slender man, Forrest was born in 1940 and lived in
a cottage on Santa Clara Street in Ventura, near the Farmers Market. He was a
soft-spoken and immensely generous person.

As a hairstylist, Forrest was the owner of Hot Stuff Boutique, and a longtime
supporter of AIDS Care, he participated in the first Haircut-a-thon for ACI.
Before being centralized at the Oxnard Beauty College in 1991, Forrest’s salon
was one of the shops where the annual fundraiser took place.

But his workplace was not the only space Forrest dedicated to AIDS Care. He
was also a “prime mover” behind the establishment of ACI’s yardsales. Since his
home was near the high-traffic Farmers Market, he enthusiastically allowed the
first yardsale to be held in his front yard.

That first yardsale brought in $1500, and was such a resounding success that
Forrest agreed to host them each year.

I met Forrest when Cindy Copeland Burrell and | took on the coordination of the
yardsales in 1990, when Reese Welsh was Executive Director of the nonprofit.

It was in December 1991 Reese let me know that there was such a shortfall in
ACl’s finances, he wasn’t sure we could pay the January 1992 rent or not. But
the $700+ we raised from the December yardsale helped to cover the bills, and
AIDS Care went on to help hundreds more clients during the rest of the 90’s.

Very shortly thereafter, Forrest passed away. ACl paid tribute to him, saying in
its Feb. 1992 newsletter, “AlIDS Care raised thousands for our programs and
services due to Forrest’s kindness. (He) has honored us and will be greatly
missed. Thank you, Forrest!!” (Partly excerpted from AIDS Care, Inc. literature.)

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS AND SUPPORTERS DURING 2021!




