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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the
purpose of raising awareness

of HIV/AIDS, remembering
those lost to the disease, and

helping survivors cope with

the loss of their loved one.
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Quiilt Project volunteers gather behind one of our latest Quilts, for Camarillo resident Bill Card.

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

by Keith Coffman-Grey

Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) has been very busy in the first months of 2022,
with our Quilting bees starting up again in February.

Itis so nice to see all of our volunteers after being shut down in December and
- due to covid-19 - January. Please join us on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of
each month from 6-8pm at UU Church of Ventura. (continued on Page 2)

QUILTING BEES ARE BACK!
by Andy Edgar-Beltran

2021 was challenging for our Quilting bees.

We were able to hold them on and off as covid-19
infection rates waxed and waned, including chang-
ing the time and location for awhile in order to hold
them outdoors for the safety of our volunteers.

Now we are very pleased to be holding our regularly
scheduled Quilting bees twice a month at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Ventura! (See page 5)

We are grateful for the UU Church’s generosity for
us to use this wonderful space to come together
and collaborate on Quilts to honor those we have
lost to HIV/AIDS on the Gold Coast.

DINNER CRUISE SET FOR OCT. 28

Quilt Project Gold Coast is excited to announce that
our annual harbor cruise is set for October 28th, the
Friday before Halloween, with a theme of “Autumn
Carnivale,” aboard The Scarlett Belle.

Last year people wanted more time to dance, so
QPGC has increased the evening to THREE HOURS,
from 6-9pm, so revelers can boogie the night away
to DJ STEVE SHARP!

There will be a full catered dinner, a command
performance by the legendary BELLADONNA
SANTA BARBARA, a trophied costume contest and
raffle for fantastic prizes.

Tickets go on sale in June, so please mark your
calendar for the Autumn Carnivale Dinner Cruise!
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2022: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
846,006 446,704
44 37
66 24
57+ 26+

18* 2019 deaths (living with HIV/AIDS diagnosis)® < 5
8-«

26+ 2021 deaths” n/a
Data from public health depts. *preliminary **by February 28, 2022 (preliminary)

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/Igbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2019 new diagnoses
2020 new diagnoses
2021 new diagnoses

2022 new diagnoses

2020 deaths” n/a

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

In February, we had a new 1-minute, bilingual PSA about QPGC that was viewed
over 14,500 times on social media in Santa Barbara and Ventura counties.

In March, MB Hanrahan’s “Our Ventura” program, did a podcast with Neil
Coffman-Grey and me about the work that the Quilt Project does. It aired on
local access TV on March 13th and currently can be viewed on YouTube as well
as our newly updated website, QuiltProjectGoldCoast.org.

This coming June 10th, Quilt Project Gold Coast will be partnering with AIDS/
LifeCycle 2022, showing our Quilts at their Camp 6 stop at the Ventura River.
Put on by the San Francisco AIDS Foundation and the LA LGBT Center, the ride
raises monies to reduce new HIV infections and improve the quality of life for
people living with HIV and AIDS.

We will also have a booth where riders can sign the names of loved ones they
have lost to AIDS on a Signature Quilt. After the ride we will embroider the
names to complete the Quilt.

QPGCis lining up many events for the upcoming year. There is still a lot of work
to do to get to ZERO new infections, and unfortunately people are still dying of
AIDS complications even though we have medications to prevent and treat the
disease. Preliminary numbers in Ventura County show that two people died of
AIDS in January and one in February, so there is definitely a lot of work to do.
Keith Coffman-Grey, President
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EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT HIV TESTING SUCCESS IN VENTURA COUNTY
by Jane Ward, Ventura County Public Health

In 2014 in Ventura County, 94% of AIDS cases were diagnosed with HIV and AIDS simultaneously.

According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), more than 1.1 million people are infected with HIV in the
United States — and one in six people (15.8%) are unaware of their diagnosis.

The 2016 HIV/AIDS report from Ventura County Public Health states that there are approximately 2,188
people diagnosed and living with HIV/AIDS in Ventura County. Following CDC estimates, it is likely that 15.8% -
or at least 345 — patients remain undiagnosed, and thus unaware that they are HIV-positive.

“Opt-out” testing is defined as conducting HIV testing after notifying patients that the HIV test will be
conducted and that they may decline or defer testing.

In April 2015, Ventura County Public Health’s HIV/AIDS program
began participating in collaboration with the Pacific AIDS Edu-
cation and Training Center in the Expanded HIV Testing Program
provided by the State Office of AIDS. The grant ran from April
2015 to December 31, 2017. Some of the outcomes expected: to
expand screening, identify HIV infections, and link patients to a
continuum of care.

Through the Ventura Counicy Medical Cen_ter !Emergency Depart- \yor(D AIDS DAY: Jane Ward (2nd frofn right) e
ment (ED), we began routine HIV screening in the Ventura and  other VcPH team members at Quilt Project’s World
Santa Paula Hospital (SPH) campuses. AIDS Day 2021 vigil.

The project has now been expanded to St. John’s Regional Medical Center and St. John’s Pleasant Valley.

In the first full year of the project, there were a total of 40 positive, non-unique HIV tests from the EDs; four
were newly diagnosed. Eight patients (who were out of care) were linked back into medical and case
management services. The four newly diagnosed patients (2 being unhoused) were contacted, given their
results, and linked to care immediately. Partner notifications were also performed.

Ventura County [ Santa Paula ED Testing Program numbers April 2015 — December 31, 2017
The below totals cover 30 months of testing, with 6 months when VCPH wasn’t required to submit a semi-annual report
and therefore did not go back for those numbers.

33,183 Opt-out tests performed in the EDs at VCMC and SPH

131 Total positives
18 Total newly diagnosed (17 linked to care)
25 Total returned to care (100% reengaged)
83 Known HIV-positive in care
AB 835 in State Assembly AB 835 directs the State Dept. of Public Health to

develop protocols for hospital EDs to implement an
The Stitch’n Times has been covering Assembly bill HIV testing program for ED patients.
835, a 2-year bill supported by the HIV/AIDS Coalition
of Ventura County, relating to HIV testing in hospital
EDs.

The bill requires ED protocols to address integration
of opt-out HIV testing into their standards of care,
streamline testing consent procedures and strategies
The bill is currently in the Appropriations Committee.  to minimize the need for provider intervention.
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LOOKING FOR A ¥ Quilt Project Volunteer
HOME MORTGAGE?

MARC GOLDMAN

({3 it ” H ) H
SEDRO A CHAVEZ Cr‘lee-ltlwty deﬁnesh M\,/ARC GOLDMAN s apdpr?jachh ’j\: his
ST Quilting. For years the Vermont native attended the Mass-
805.818.3670 achusetts College of Art in Boston, gaining a foundation in

Pedro.Chavez(@Caliberhomeloans.com

in[O] . designing skills and earning an MEd from UMass Boston.
82 S 5tk 0 . ° .
IZI CALIBER T} I’'ve always treasur.ed what (..Qm.lt Project has meant and
HOME LOANS  [gyborriy wanted to help design an artistic memory of someone’s
E— loved one,” he says. “I create hook rugs and... wanted to
We:are Unitarian Unlversaflsts. create a Quilt that represents my design style.”
We are proud to provide a home for .
the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of After 15 years as a state supervisor for vocational ed, Marc
Quilt Project Gold Coast. moved to Los Angeles, where he worked for a company

~  We gather every Sunday at 10:00am coordinating celebrities for nonprofit events, including

j 654 Ralston Street Milton Berle, Mickey Rooney and Phyllis Diller.
. Ventura CA 93003

Phone: 805-644-3898 | In fact, it was Hollywood legend Tony Curtis to urged Marc
h?Png/w‘Q'W-”“/VSSt/U’a-Org to start his own company and during that time was intro-
vww-acebook.com/UUVENtUrE |\ 1ced to a disabled comedian, leading Marc to redirect his

efforts toward people with disabilities for the past 32
JUST ONE DROP § years.

By the early 905, many of the fundraisers Marc worked on
went to AIDS organizations.

Resources Available

* PEP and PrEP Referral
* Free Anonymous HIV Testing

While in LA, he volunteered as an AIDS Hotline operator.
- FreeSeuaea products “Living through the height of the virus, I knew many
information people with HIV and, unfortunately, many who died of

2471 Portola Rd. VENTURA, CA 93003 - . & »
Call 805.665.3193 or visit diversitycolletivevc.org complications or prematurely by suicide.

Marc first saw the NAMES Project National AIDS Quilt when it toured at the Rose Bowl. “PIl always
remember going to the neighborhood above the Bowl to see the entire field covered by the Quilt. | think |
still have some pictures of it.”

He met Mark Lager at a Gay men’s social event a quarter century ago, when Mark (through AIDS Care, Inc.)
cofounded a chapter of the NAMES Project in Ventura County, an organizational predecessor to Quilt
Project Gold Coast. In 2002, they renewed their friendship when Marc moved to Oxnard, including as
gamers in the now 31-year-old Gold Coast Card Players Club.

With his friendships and background, as well as being a QPGC supporter and one of the Quilt Project’s
annual harbor cruise sponsors, Marc decided in 2021 to join the Quilting bees. “I look forward to the bees
as they are a chance to be creative for a worthy reason,” Marc tells The Stitch’n Times, “and at the same
time share artistic skills with those who have the same interests.”

Marc takes a long view when it comes to the AIDS epidemic. “Historically, almost every generation is faced
with an event that is traumatic,” he observes. “My grandparents lived through a pandemic, World War |
and a depression. My parents also lived through the Great Depression and World War 1.

“l lived through a generation decimated by HIV/AIDS. The Quilt Project is a way that | can continue to
reflect on the many friends I lost, as well as focus on creating a legacy for those who are still dying - but
not forgotten.”
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QUILT PROJECT SPRING CALENDAR

WE MISSYOU ¥

Whether you’re a long-time Quilter,
or you’re interested in good compa-
ny, fun activities and “memorable”
times, we’re holding our Quilting
Bees in Ventura every 2™ & 4"
Wednesday from 6-8pm! (see below)

6:00-8:00  UILTING BEE

WedneS'CIiaY UU Church of Ventura
April 13 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

6:00-8:00  yILTING BEE

Wednes'day UU Church of Ventura
April 27 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura
2:00-4:00
Sunday
May 1
6:00-8:00
Wednesday
May 11

BOARD MEETING
Call 805.569.0561 for information

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

6:00-8:00  QUILTING BEE

Wednesday
May 25

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
June 8

Friday
June 10

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
June 22

UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

AIDS LIFE/CYCLE (booth)
Camp 6 in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura
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HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

| YOUR NAME

| YOUR ADDRESS

{ PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text / email)

| AM INTERESTED IN:

O making a Quilt panel for a loved one lost
: to AIDS

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
joining in monthly Quilting bees
helping with displays and booths

donating fabric [ materials

o O O O

donating $ (amount enclosed)

Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

Quilt ProlectPanel -

KBILL CARD
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An Appreciation

BILL CARD’s mom, Eileen Casper, thought it was import-
ant to know about her son’s illness.

“AIDS can strike any family, any time,” she said. “It
doesn’t matter what your background is.

door can die of AIDS.”

‘ @ . . ‘ ‘ “We were an all-American family, (but) even the guy next

WILLIAM “BILL” CARD
Oct. 4, 1963 - June 16, 1995

William Edward Card was born on October 4, 1963, in
Los Angeles, and lived in Carson, California for many
years before moving to Camarillo. (continued on Page 6)




BOARD OF DIRECTORS UPDATE

At its Annual Meeting in February, which was delayed due
to covid-19, the Quilt Project Gold Coast Board of Directors
set our annual budget, approved the Autumn Carnivale
Dinner Cruise, and elected officers for 2022.

We also said goodbye with great appreciation to one of our
outstanding Boardmembers.

Renewing their Board terms were Andy Edgar-Beltran and
Cindy Copeland Burrell, with Cindy reelected as Secretary in
addition to Keith Coffman-Grey (President), Mark Lager
(Vice-President) and Neil Coffman-Grey (Treasurer). All
officers serve one-year terms.

Fr. Manny Edgar-Beltran completed his term, was thanked
by the Board for his years of exemplary service. Thank you,
Manny!

QPGC is pleased to announce that in late February, Quilter

WE SUPPORT THE

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST
IN THEIR WORK IN KEEPING THE
MEMORY OF CUR LOVED ONEsS ALIVE

ALL SAINTS PARISH - EACA
SERVING VENTURA'S GLBTQ

FOR 20+ YEARS !

»
JAY GILSON m
i

TG

Harbor Oifice Solutions

Harbor Office Solutions
1626 De La Vina Street

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
jay@harborofficesolutions.com

PHONE 805.963.4015

CELL 805.259.7802

FAX 805.963.9996
harborofficesolutions.com

Ron Oehler agreed to become a Boardmember.

AIDS AWARENESS

PIN (s40)

-Support Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS
work

-14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver with
amethyst heart

SHIPPING
AVAILABLE

www.Facebook.com/Quilt
ProjectGoldCoast

the disease in 1990.

will miss him.”

Village.

QuiltProjectGoldCoast.org

BILL CARD’S APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):

Bill moved to Camarillo to work at his mother’s financial planning business in
1993, and was living with HIV for eleven years before it developed into AIDS.

He loved music and was particularly fond of show tunes and Barbra
Streisand albums, which are commemorated on his Quilt.

““He was highly successful in his personal relationships,” said mom Eileen.
“He was very funny and very generous.”

When Bill’s disease developed into an AIDS diagnosis, his health declined to
the point that he moved into Christopher House, the Downtown Ventura
AIDS hospice named for activist Chris Dye, who died from complications of

The easygoing nature that his mother spoke about was reflected even during
his time at Christopher House. “Everyone loved Bill dearly,” one of the
staffmembers reflected. “He was so personable and lively, a real fighter. We

Bill was only 31 years old when he died at Christopher House on June 16,
1995, and his memorial service was held at Chapel of the Oaks in Westlake

In addition to his mother, Bill was survived by his grandmother Shirley Casper
and aunt Kathleen Costanza of Van Nuys, as well as his godmother Doran
Walker from Camarillo, and cousins and friends.

Upon his death, contributions were made in his name to AIDS Care, Inc. and
Christopher House, to commemorate a wonderful young man gone too soon.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR QUILTING BEES ON APRIL 13 AND APRIL 27 (see p.5 for details)




