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Qutlt Project volunteers at the June AIDS LifeCycle camp at San Buenaventura State Beach.

Mission Statement: To create TH E PRES I D ENT’S CO LU M N

and display AIDS Memorial .
Quilts in Ventura and Santa by Keith Coffman-Grey
Barbara counties for the

A Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) wishes everyone a very happy summer! We
purpose of raising awareness
S s have been very busy these past few months.

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.

Our Quilting bees are going strong on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each
month. We keep adding new volunteers to help us make AIDS Memorial Quilts
to remember those we have lost to AIDS. (continued on Page 2)
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GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! See Ticket Order insert and return envelope
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2022: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

846,006 446,704

44, 37

66 24
57+ 28-
pJp 14+

18+ 2019 deaths (iving with HIV/AIDS disgnosis)* <5

8-«

26+ 2021 deaths” n/a
Data from public health depts. *preliminary **by June 30, 2022 (preliminary)

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/Igbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2019 new diagnoses
2020 new diagnoses
2021 new diagnoses
2022 new diagnoses

2020 deaths” n/a

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

On June 10th the Quilt Project partnered with AIDS LifeCycle, showing Quilts at
the Paradise pit stop in Santa Barbara and the Ventura camp at San Buenaven-
tura State Park. At the camp, QPGC had a booth and showed 20 Quilts around
the dinner tent and on the main stage. There were 2,225 riders who saw the
Quilts we’ve made over the past few years.

June 24th QPGC spoke at the Port Hueneme Naval Base for their 2022 Pride
Month event. Sponsored by their employee LGBTQ+ organization, we covered
the history of HIV/AIDS in Ventura County and the National NAMES Project and
local AIDS Memorial Quilt, showing several Quilts in their auditorium.

June 25th we were at the Oxnard Pride celebration, and on June 26th we had a
booth at the first ever Camarillo Pride festival. (See pictures on page 3.)

Tickets and sponsorships are now available for our Autumn Carnivale Dinner
Cruise on October 28th. This is our annual fundraiser that supports all of our
work throughout the year, including our Quilts, booths, presentations, public
service announcements and, of course, The Stitch’n Times newsletter.

We’ve expanded to 3 hours aboard The Scarlett Belle in Channel Islands Harbor,
with a full dinner, dancing with DJ Steve Sharp, a performance by BellaDonna
Santa Barbara, raffle prizes and a costume contest. Tickets are limited, so
order early and help us get to zero new infections on the Gold Coast.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President
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AND
SPONSORSHIP
FORM
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PLATINUM CIRCLE $2500+ 6 boarding passes + 6 drawing tickets o name on calligraphy board at event o
1 gold-plated, sterling silver AIDS ribbon w / amethyst o logo on publicity and program materials o name promotion in
media and program materials o mention during program

DIAMOND CIRCLE $1000 4 boarding passes + 4 drawing tickets o name on calligraphy board at event o 1
gold-plated, sterling silver AIDS ribbon w / amethyst o logo on publicity and program materials o name promotion in
media and program materials o mention during program

GOLD CIRCLE $500 3 boarding passes + 3 drawing tickets o name on calligraphy board at event o logo on
publicity and program materials o name promotion in media and program materials o0 mention during program

SILVER CIRCLE $250 2 boarding passes + 2 drawing tickets o name on calligraphy board at event o name
promotion in media and program materials o mention during program

__ YES! I support QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST (ID#82-5041084) with a tax-deductible donation of $

NAME (for listings)
Address/City/Zip
Phone/text Email
TICKETS: ___We'd like ___ tickets/extra tickets at $75 each ___ Donate our tickets for students

PAYMENT: ___ Check payable to “Quilt Project Gold Coast”___ Contact us for credit card/Venmo payment

CHECKS AND GIFT CARDS TO Quilt Project Gold Coast, 1615 Calle Canon, Santa Barbara 93101
QUESTIONS? 805.569.0561 quiltprojectgoldcoast@gmail.com
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THE SUMMER IN PHOTOS

Emerging from the covid-19 lockdown era, Quilt Project Gold Coast has begun to show our AIDS Memorial
Quilts again as venues have opened and events have restarted. June Pride Month was full of Quilt Project
activities and presentations, and our Quilting bees continued through June and July.

NAVAL BASE: In May, Calvin Raines and other members of the
Port Hueneme Naval Base’s LGBTQ+ employees group attended
a Quilt Project sewing bee, with group member Tairay Skolnick : :
subsequently bringing her embroidery skills to our July bees. , = O | 4 f"ﬁ",‘.’g%?_éfg,

On June 24th for the Naval Base’s Pride Month event, QPGC
Boardmembers Keith and Neil Coffman-Grey displayed literature
and Quilts, and spoke for over an hour on LGBT and AIDS history
in Ventura County, the history of the Quilt and our local projects, A
and issues surrounding HIV and AIDS, with a lively Q&A following  porT HUENEME NAVAL BASEPGC showed Quilt
the speeches and the presentation broadcast over the base and panels and gave an hour-long presentation on LGBT
internationally as well. and AIDS history in Ventura County.

After the discussion, the Quilt Project was presented with appreciation
plaques (see left), and many people signed up for The Stitch’n Times
newsletter and our newly launched e-newsletter.

Between those in the auditorium and zooming in, over a hundred naval
base personnel were reached, and many new friendships formed. Thank
you to Calvin for the wonderful photos!

PRESENTATION: QP rece‘.ed p,aqu;f AIDS LIFECYCLE: On June 10th, eight of our volunteers (see p.1) partnered
from the Naval Base. with AIDS LifeCycle to display a score of Quilt panels around their Ventura
camp, with volunteer Marc Goldman showing a Quilt at the G
Santa Barbara pit stop. In Ventura, over 2,200 riders saw the
AIDS Memorial Quilts and many signed up for The Stitch’n Times.

Ride Director Tracy Evans graciously thanked the Quilt in her
parting comments, and during the day our volunteers heard
many stories about people’s lives and losses, with many names

being written on our LifeCycle-specific signature panel. | LOST TO AIDS QN
One particularly poignant signature was the name of a 16-year- | TR GgoLD co e
old boy who committed suicide this year after being diagnosed AIDS LIFECYCLE: Ron Oehler (left) and Keith

with the virus, who could not face a future with the disease. Coffman-Grey with a signature Quilt signer.

PRIDE FESTIVAL WEEKEND: The end of June saw a pair of Pride
Festivals, with Marc Goldman (see left) and Mark Lager at our Quilt
Project booth at the Oxnard festival on June 25th put on by the
Oxnard LGBTQ Community organization.

In Camarillo on the 26th, volunteers displayed a half-dozen panels at
the first-ever Camarillo Pride Festival put on by Pride For Camarillo

: b~ (see p.6). Many of the young community members were at their first
OXNARD PRIDE: Volunteer Marc Goldmanat  festival, and we were even given the microphone to tell the festival-
the Oxnard Pride Festival. goers more about our organization.
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LOOKING FOR A 1
HOME MORTGAGE?

PEDRO A CHAVEZ

NMLS ID # 1075125

805.818.8670

Pedro.Chavez@Caliberhomeloans.com

m g #TheLendingPAC
342 5 5th St Oxnord, CA 93030

lZ’ CALIBER
_HOME LOANS

MEMBER

aaron aaron

3 now barbering at 3

THE BARBERSHOP

santa barbara & oxnard,CA

B S
consultation
detailed haircuts
hot towel shave

Quilt Project Volunteer
SANDRA ALDANA

“For all those lost to AIDS on the Gold Coast.” As you can
see in the photo on page 3, it is the statement on our cen-
tral Quilt — and Quilt Project Gold Coast’s very mission.

And that Quilt is the stitchwork primarily of the extra-
ordinary SANDRA ALDANA, who learned to sew from her
mother and grandmother in the 1970s. “They made me
learn to make alterations to my costumes for my high
school and college theatre productions,” she tells The
Stitch’n Times. “Sadly, I’'m really bad with the machine, but
| know how to do the hand stitching.”

Sandra, an LA girl who grew up in Latin America and the
US, has worked in public health and disability nonprofits in
Europe, the Midwest and across California, including

text/call 805.701.9546

Ventura County, for 30+ years. She is currently an Indepen-
_ @ #lifeishairy

dent Scholar and Educational/Social Services consultant.

Her HIV prevention and education work began in 1989 in
Ventura at AIDS Care, Inc. Volunteering there led to her
HIV work at the World Health Organization, sex-ed classes
in the K-12 school system, and systems coordination in the
developmental and acquired disability world. “My experi-
ences qualified me to represent seven counties, including
Ventura and Santa Barbara, as a Governor’s appointee to
the California State Council on Developmental Disabilities
(2014-22) and representing Ventura County at the Consumer

JUST ONE DROP §

Resources Available
* PEP and PrEP Referral
* Free Anonymous HIV Testing
* Free Sexual Health Products
* Sexual Health Resources and
Information

2471 Portola Rd. VENTURA, CA 93003
Call 805.665.3193 or visit diversitycolletivevc.org

Advisory Committee for USC’s University Center of Excellence in Developmental Disabilities at Children’s
Hospital Los Angeles.” She represents for LBGTQ+ people at the UCEDD and HIV-affected children at CHLA.

Sandra first heard about the Quilt from Mark Lager in the early 1990s, when he was with AIDS Care and
Quilt Project Ventura County. “At the time | was so busy with classes, work and internships...| never really
had the time to assist in making the Quilts.” However, she paid attention to Mark’s stories about his
experiences, including his work with the Christopher House, the Ventura AIDS hospice. Now, settled into
her career and working for herself, “luckily QPGC has revived this wonderful way of commemorating those
we’ve lost on this journey. ’'m excited that my work is flexible enough that | can spend time at the
Quilting bees and at home keeping the memories alive for families and our community.

“| appreciate... being a part of the team that turned ACI into a full-service AIDS agency as well as providing
support to Christopher House, and budgeting state and federal funds as a member of the HIV Prevention
Planning Group of Ventura County back in 1996. Today, | get that same feeling participating in the HIV/AIDS
Coalition of Ventura County and public comment at the County’s AIDS Advisory Committee. My QPGC
work gives me the chance to do something other than the administrative goals of county committees.”

Her advice to those at-risk? “Look to resources in your community to provide the information and support
you need (where) you can access condoms, testing, PREP and PEP. Don’t be afraid to ask...questions and
don’t be embarrassed. Stick to the science — continue to ask questions and request resources.”
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Whether you’re a long-time Quilter,
or you'’re interested in good compa-
ny, fun activities and “memorable”

O s

times, we’re holding our Quilting
Bees in Ventura every 2nd & 4th
Wednesday from 6-8pm! (see below)

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
July 27

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
August 10

Saturday
August 20

2:00-4:00
Sunday
August 21
6:00-8:00
Wednesday
August 24

Saturday
August 27

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
September 14

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
September 28

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

VENTURA PRIDE (booth)
Plaza Park in Ventura

BOARD MEETING
Call 805.569.0561 for information

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

SANTA BARBARA PRIDE (booth)
Chase Palm Park in Santa Barbara

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

MARK VARTANIAN
1956 - 1989

_Quilt Project Panel
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QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

! YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

i PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text / email)

: | AM INTERESTED IN:

O making a Quilt panel for a loved one lost
to AIDS

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
joining in monthly Quilting bees
helping with displays and booths

donating fabric / materials

© O O O

donating $ (amount enclosed)

Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

An Appreciation

MARK VARTANIAN, co-founder and past President of
AIDS Care, Inc. (ACl) of Ventura County and a resident of
Port Hueneme who was 33 years old in 1989, died at his
mother’s home in Modesto following a month-long
hospitalization at Scenic Community Hospital.

In 1985, although he was busy as a full-time student at
California Lutheran University and working part-time in
the pharmacy at Ventura County Hospital, Mark foresaw

the need for active AIDS education and volunteer

services in the county. (continued on Page 6)




AUGUST PRIDE ACTIVITIES WE SUPPORT THE

Ventura and Santa Barbara have their countywide pride
festivals in August to avoid the larger June Pride events in
LA and San Francisco — and 2022 is no different!

Please stop by the Quilt Project booth at Ventura’s Plaza |
Park on Aug. 21 and Chase Palm Field in SB on Aug. 28.

g 4

CAMARILLO PRIDE: QPGC’S Keith Coffman-Grey at our Camarillo booth.

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST
IN THEIR WORK IN KEEPING THE
MEMORY OF OUR LOVED ONES ALIVE
ALL SAINTS PARISH - EACA
SERVING VENTURA'S GLBTQ
FOR 20+ YEARS +

=12
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Harbor Office Solutions

Harbor Office Solutions
1626 De La Vina Street

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
jay@harborofficesolutions.com

PHONE 805.963.4015

CELL 805.259.7802

FAX 805.963.9996
harborofficesolutions.com

"IA:

AIDS AWARENESS

PIN (s40)

-Support Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS
work

-14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver with
amethyst heart

SHIPPING
AVAILABLE

www.Facebook.com/Quilt
ProjectGoldCoast

QuiltProjectGoldCoast.org

MARK VARTANIAN’S APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):

He worked untiringly to assure those needs would be met. Working in con-

junction with AIDS Project Los Angeles, Tricounties AIDS Task Force in Santa
Barbara and Ventura County Public Health, Mark brought together a training
program for the small group of men and women who became AIDS Care.

Energized by his goal of adequate AIDS services in the county, Mark served
the community in a variety of capacities. As an educator, he traveled the
county giving speeches, wrote letters to the editor in local papers, and organ-
ized public information meetings.

He traveled to AIDS conferences to keep abreast of the latest information,
provided referrals to PWAs, made hospital visits, coordinated volunteers and
served as a buddy. For more than a year, Mark’s phone was the local AIDS
information line, and his home in Port Hueneme was the ACl office.

AIDS Care, the telephone hotline, the buddy program for PWAs, the clinic at
Ventura County Medical Center (which opened in June 1989, shortly after his
death), and increased community awareness were all part of Mark’s vision for
what was possible in Ventura County.

On behalf of those in the county whose lives have been touched by AIDS, we
have Mark to thank for the support systems that are now available.

Friends, colleagues and those in the community who were personally aided
by Mark’s advocacy for the needs of PWAs gathered with his family on June
24,1989 for a memorial service at the Ted Mayr Funeral Chapel in Ventura.

(Excerpted from the July 1989 AIDS Care, Inc. newsletter.)

PLEASE GET YOUR HARBOR CRUISE TICKETS TODAY FOR OCTOBER 28TH (see insert for details)




