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Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) wishes everyone a wonderful Holiday Season!

QPGC had a very busy fall making and displaying AIDS Memorial Quilt and edu-
cating the Gold Coast that HIV/AIDS is still in our community. We were at Moor-
park College’s Health Fair; received a proclamation from the County of Santa
Barbara for AIDS Awareness Month; held our first ever Procession of Quilts in
Downtown Santa Barbara; and had Quilt memorial altars for Dia de los Muer-
tos at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art and Santa Paula Agricultural Museum.

Page 8 Moorpark College

| We also put on our sold-out harbor cruise on Oct. 28 (see p.5), and our Quilting
| bees at UU Church of Ventura continued making new AIDS Memorial Quilts.

Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the
purpose of raising awareness

Dec. 1st is World AIDS Day. We have a week full of events, and invite you to our
annual World AIDS Day vigil on Dec. 1 at 5:30pm on the steps of Ventura City
Hall. This is always a solemn observance, and one of the few times we display
all of our Quilts. (See p.3 for more details.)

of HIV/AIDS, remembering
those lost to the disease, and

helping survivors cope with

the loss of their loved one.

| We will also be at All Saints Church in Oxnard Nov. 27, (continued on Page 2)

WORLD AIDS DAY VIGIL SET FOR DEC. 1

Quilt Project Gold Coast announced the World AIDS
Day Vigil set for 5:30pm on Dec. 1 at Ventura City
Hall, with the Quilts viewable from 2:30-5:30pm.

2020 VENTURA COUNTY HIV REPORT

Summary from Ventura County Public Health etal.

“During the COVID pandemic, there was an increase
in the number of new HIV [ AIDS cases (66) in 2020.
The City of Ventura will issue a proclamation for the
day of observance on Monday, Nov. 28, with City
Councilmember Doug Halter reading it at the vigil.

“There is some speculation as to the role apps like
Grindr played in people still being able to connect
during a time of isolation. The age range of cases at
the time of diagnosis remains like recent years, as
well as the race of newly diagnosed cases.

“However, the State Office of AIDS recently added
Latinx as a race category, which broadened the defi-
nition. This led to a wider disparity between the
number of cases of white individuals and the
number of cases among the Latinx population.”
(continued on Page 2)

There will also be an invocation from Rev. Melissa
Langdell and Bp. Manny Edgar-Beltran and others,
and music from duo I’ve Seen Better Elephants.

The Quilt Project will provide battery-powered
candles for attendees, who will also be able to light
a candle for those lost to the disease. The past two
years, the vigil has received front-page coverage
from the Ventura County Star.
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2022: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
846,006 446,704
44 37
66 24

57+ 28~
44+ pX I

18 2019 deaths (living with HIV/AIDS diagnosis)” 8

18 11

26+ 2021 deaths” n/a
Data from public health depts. *preliminary *¥by Oct 31, 2022 (preliminary)

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2019 new diagnoses
2020 new diagnoses
2021 new diagnoses

2022 new diagnoses

2020 deaths”

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

Cal Lutheran University Nov. 29, our first ever event at UCSB Nov. 30, and UU
Church in Santa Paula Dec. 4. This year we will also be showing two 12x12’ Quilt
blocks from the National AIDS Memorial Quilts at these four indoor events for
World AIDS Day. (See p.3 and Calendar on p.7 for more details.)

We will also debut a new public service announcement (PSA) on social media
during the month of December.

We are an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and | want to thank our dedicated
Board and volunteers for their countless hours remembering those we have
lost to AIDS. Please consider QPGC in your year-end giving. All donations go
directly to helping us remember those lost — and getting to ZERO NEW HIV
INFECTIONS.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President

2020 VENTURA COUNTY HIV REPORT (continued from Page 1):

“One of the newer strategies to ‘Ending the Epidemic’ is linkage to care within
a predetermined time frame. Ventura County has done well with this strategy
by having HIV [ AIDS program staff present at the time a new diagnosis is dis-
closed to a patient.

“As the critical work of ending the HIV | AIDS epidemic continues, Ventura
County will continue to be at the forefront of prevention and intervention
strategies to protect the health and well-being of the community.”
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Quilt Project Gold Coast

Invites you to join us for our annual

WORLD AIDS DAY

Display and Vigil

VENTURA CITY HALL 501 poli street
THURsDAY, DECEMBER 1 AT 5:30PM

Quilt viewing from 2:30-5:30PM

e Proclamation from Ventura City Councilman Doug Halter

e |nvocation with Bp. Manny Edgar-Beltran, OSB and Rev. Melissa Langdell

e Musical performance by I’'ve Seen Better Elephants

DECEMBER 1st IS WORLD AIDS DAY
JOIN US AS WE REMEMBER THOSE WE HAVE LOST TO AIDS

WORLD AIDS WEEK

In addition to the World AIDS Day display and vigil,
Quilt Project Gold Coast announced a full week of
activities and observances for those who wish to
remember loved ones lost to AIDS.

Sunday, Nov. 27, QPGC will join All Saints Church in
Oxnard for their 9:15 and 11:15 (Spanish) services, with
a display of both local and 12x12’ Quilts from the
National AIDS Quilt.

Monday, Nov. 28 at 6pm, the Ventura City Council
will present QPGC with a proclamation at its weekly
council meeting. Members of the public are invited
to attend the reading of this resolution.

Tuesday, Nov. 29, California Lutheran University will
host the Quilt Project, with 12x12 blocks in addition
to local Quilts, a Quilting bee for students, present-
ation and candlelight vigil.

Wednesday, Nov. 30, there will be a reception and
display of local and national Quilts at UC Santa
Barbara.

Thursday, Dec. 1 from 2:30-5:30, the Quilts will be at
Ventura City Hall, as well as proclamations from the
County and City of Ventura, with the vigil at 5:30pm.

Sunday, Dec. 4, UU Church of Santa Paula will host
the Quilt at its 10:30am service, with areception and
display to follow.




AIDS AWARENESS
PIN (340)
-Support Quilt Project

Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS
work

-14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver with
amethyst heart

SHIPPING
AVAILABLE

www.Facebook.com/Quilt
ProjectGoldCoast

QuiltProjectGoldCoast.org
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OCTOBER AIDS AWARENESS MONTH

The PROCESSION OF QUILTS

QUILT PROJECT
GOLD cOAST

AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT

/ﬂn

As part of its busy October AIDS Awareness month efforts Quilt Prolect Gold
Coast held its first ever “Procession of Quilts” in Downtown Santa Barbara on
October 22nd.

The contingent marched down State Street to Santa Barbara City Hall, with
hundreds of people seeing the Procession, many teary-eyed for the losses
named on the Quilts. An observance was held on the City Hall steps afterward.

KEYT covered the Procession, which included UCSB students and members of
SB TAN, the local group for Transgender people.

AIDS PROCLAMATION

On Oct. 18, the Quilt Project received a
proclamation from the Santa Barbara
County Board of Supervisors declaring
October 2022 “AIDS Awareness Month.”

Supervisors Das Williams and Gregg Hart
sponsored the resolution, presenting it
to QPGC Boardmembers (below).

QPGC with SB Sups. Das Williams and Gregg Hart

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS

QPGC also created ofrendas - altars - for the Day of the Dead
celebrations at area museums.

During the weekend of Oct. 21-23, the Santa Barbara Museum of
Art showcased a Quilt altar amongst other community groups,
with over 550 people viewing it at their Sunday reception.

And from Oct. 26-Nov. 13, an ofrenda featuring images of
people commemorated by the Quilt, was viewed by hundreds
during events at the Santa Paula Agricultural Museum (below).

TN T
» .‘ ~mm \BHN D|X I FOR ALL THOSE

20 AIDS ON
gL COAST

PICTURED: Keith Coffman-Grey
stands next to the Santa Paula
ofrenda featuring David John
Dix and pictures of those
remembered on local Quilts,
displayed amongst fall leaves,
fruits, AIDS ribbons, purple
skulls and specially made dried
purple gourds.
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2022 HARBOR CRUISE A SOLD-OUT SMASH'

With a sold-out crowd for the Autumn Carnivale Dinner
Cruise, Quilt Project raised much-needed funds to help in
its education and awareness-raising for the year ahead!

With the evening dedicated to the memories of Toni
Jones and Mary Wheatley, the paddlewheel Scarlett Belle
kept on turning through the Channel Islands with a blis-
tering performance of Proud Mary by stars BellaDonna
SantaBarbara and Vivian Storm, part of their knockout
show backed by DJ Steve Sharp, who also kept dancers
busy with smash hits from Dead or Alive to Lady Gaga.

Dessert for the buffet dinner was provided by The Little
Things Bakery, and trophies from Santa Barbara Trophy,
with guests leaving at the end of the 3-hour cruise with a
swag-bag filled with goodies courtesy of Coast 2 Coast
and Ron Oehler, who also assisted with decorations.
Johnny Ortez-Tibbels did the amazing photographs you see, and so many thanks to Steve Zambrano Jr and Sr for
conducting the raffle ticket sales. And a very special shout-out to event cohost Cindy Copeland Burrell for her
amazing decorations, parting bags and calllgraphy'

FESTIVE! Partygoers and QPGC volunteers (I- r) Marc Goldman,
Keith Coffman-Grey, Ron Oehler and Cindy Copeland Burrell

No harbor cruise could happen without the support of
generous sponsors, including Gilead, Mark Lager & Gar-
land Jacobs, and Keith & Neil Coffman-Grey (Platinum);
Amgen Pride (Diamond); Marc Goldman and John Robles
& Jerry Gray (Gold); and Blake Mashburn, Realtor, Donna
Klinge, Dennis Mitchell & Richard Sanders, The Little
Things Bakery, Joseph A. Rund Law Office, Harbor Office
Solutions, Jeff Hall, and Linda & Dan Collins in memory of
Al & Pauline Coffman (Silver).

Others who contributed to the harbor cruise include
Cindy Hazlett, CC Gaitan, Kate English and Steve Lee.

Raffle prizes were graciously donated by, in addition to
' : ST Coast 2 Coast and Keith Coffman-Grey, The Barbershop,

WINNERS of the costume competition pose with their trophies Manny & Andy Edgar-Beltran, The Little Things Bakery,

Neil The Wandmaker, Island Packers, SAS Shoes, Marc Goldman and the Gold Coast Card Players Club, as well as

mugs from Quilt Project Gold Coast.

Quilt Project thanks all of our festive party- goers and looks forward to seelng many of you again next year!

-
g | ey T TR
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We are Unitarian Universalists. Ql‘"lt PI‘O]eCt Volunteer

We are proud to provide a home for STEVE ZAMBRANO

the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of
Quilt Project Gold Coast. STEVE ZAMBRANO has been part of the QPGC family for

" We gather every Sunday at 10:00am several years, at first with our Quilting bees and volunteer-

5654 Ralston Street ing for our annual harbor cruises.
Ventura CA 93003

Phone: 805-644-3898 | He moved to Ventura from Berkeley in 1989. “I got into
https://www.uuventura.org | photography in 1987 when my father gave me a camera,”
www.facebook.com/UUVentura | he tells The Stitch’n Times. “I interviewed my favorite

Scream Queen Linnea Quigley for the high school paper.”
aaron aaron | after creating photos for her fan club, Steve took classes

barbering at } . .
;};‘;;&ggﬁop at Ventura College and built a portfolio.

S‘:abari?m‘jA “l started photographing so many artists,” he reports.

consultation One of his shows led to working with the Santa Barbara
detailed haircuts| Independent and Ventura County Reporter, which in turn
hot towel shave | led to his being a personal assistant at an LA studio. His
text/call 805.701.9546 | work was published in GQ, he created PR images for Exene

1B (@ #lifeishairy | Cervenka, and photos for EG Daily’s album.

“l always sought work with artists | enjoyed,” he says, in-
cluding a “Billboard Queen who’s very private.”

CARD ADSPACE AIDS came out when Steve was just entering his teen
AVAILABLE! $50lYEAR years. “The idea of sex, intimacy, human touch was terrify-

ing,” he says. “We didn’t know why Gay men were getting
Call 805.569.0561 for more information sick and dying. | have friends who were helping out when
it was called GRID. | saw AIDS stories on the news. | heard
about Ryan White, a young boy getting sick.”

During those formative years, Steve remembers, “There was homophobia in grade school with my friends,
who were telling Gay jokes they’d learned from their parents. | didn’t understand sex, but | understood
that it could kill me. That hasn’t left my mind even today - | spent my life never having relationships.”

Steve first heard about the National AIDS Quilt when it was displayed in Washington, DC. “As | child I could
visually understand how many people were dying,” he recalls. “Each square was a person. It was very
powerful (when) | saw it on the news, in magazines, the newspaper.”

He heard about Quilt Project Gold Coast through a flyer he picked up at Paddy’s, a Ventura bar. “I also
heard about it in Facebook,” he says. “I had taken sewing classes at Ventura College because | wanted to
start making costumes. The class was a basic sewing class, but we did make a simple rail fence quilt.”

By the time he started with QPGC, he had lost a friend to AIDS. “I showed up ready to volunteer. | started
out cutting letters and numbers from donated cloth, and worked on the panel for the man | had watched
die.” With less free time, he began to help out at events, taking pictures and selling raffle tickets. “In 2022,
my father helped me sell, and he really enjoyed helping. I’m going to get him to the Quilting bees!”

Steve’s advice? “AIDS is not over. People are still dying. Protect yourself, educate yourself. Practice safer
sex every chance you get. Condoms break, so there’s always that chance of a new infection. But AIDS is
mostly preventable. Read up on PrEP - educate your friends and lovers. Take care and care-take. | hope
you stay healthy and have an amazing lifetime.”



9:15 and 11:15 (Spanish)
Sunday
November 27

6:00
Monday
November 28

Tuesday
November 29

Wednesday
November 30

5:30-6:30
Thursday
December 1

10:30
Sunday
December 4

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
January 11, 2023

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
January 25

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
February 8

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
February 22

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
March 8

6:00-8:00
Wednesday
March 22
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AIDS MEMORIAL MASS
All Saints Episcopal Church
144 South C Street in Oxnard

VENTURA CITY COUNCIL
World AIDS Day proclamation
501 Poli Street in Ventura

CAL LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY
World AIDS Day presentation and vigil

UC SANTA BARBARA
World AIDS Day display and reception

WORLD AIDS DAY VIGIL

Ventura City Hall (display 2-5:30pm)
501 Poli Street in Ventura

WORLD AIDS DAY SERVICE

UU Church of Santa Paula
740 East Main in Santa Paula

FIRST QUILTING BEE OF 2023!
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

A PERFECT SPACE by Andy Edgar-Beltran

Twice a month, Quilt Project Gold Coast holds our
Quilting bees at the Unitarian Universalist Church of
Ventura (UUCV). (For more information, please contact
us — we’d love to have you join us!)

UUCV’s community hall is a perfect space for us to
spread out all of our materials and Quilts that are in
progress, to do some sewing and design work, and
share time with each other.

We have been holding our Quilting bees at UUCV for
several years, and we are so grateful for the support
and use of this space! A number of UUCV members
are volunteers with QPGC and do amazing work on
our Quilts and at Quilt Project events.

UUCV has a strong commitment to community ser-
vice in many forms, and is a beacon of support in
our Gold Coast for the LGBTQ+ community and the
fight to end the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

The church is recognized by the Unitarian Universal-
ist Association as an LGBTQ Welcoming Congrega-
tion, meaning that they take intentional steps to be
inclusive of people of all sexual orientations and
gender identities.

Rev. Dana Worsnop, the senior minister at UUCV,
has been known to stop by our Quilting bees, and
has participated in QPGC’s annual World AIDS Day
observance. She can also be seen at LGBTQ+ com-
munity events such as Ventura Pride or the Trans
Day of Remembrance. In fact, UUCV often has their
own booth at Ventura Pride.

It is such a privilege and joy for us to partner with
UUCV in this meaningful work!

Quilt Project Panel

NORBERTO CAIVANO
Dec. 26, 1952 - Jan. 17, 1991

‘NORBERTO
AVANO
11-%67-52 -

An Appreciation by Susana Rubinstein

In 1972 my dad and | came from New York because | was
offered a full scholarship at CSU Northridge, and being
from Argentina, my parents wouldn’t let me fly alone
even though | was 20. Having been to the CSUN inter-
view, my dad looked up in the yellow pages ‘Argentina
Clubin LA’ -
met NORBERTO CAIVANO!

well, there we found a family, and there |

We immediately became friends. It took over 6 months
until we all moved to California. (continued on Page 8)



MOORPARK COLLEGE HEALTH FAIR

October was AIDS Awareness Month, and Quilt Project
Gold Coast joined Ventura County Public Health and other

healthcare groups at Moorpark College’s Oct. 4 health fair. 5
ALL SAINTS PARISH - EACA

At the first health fair since covid-19, dozens of Moorpark SERVING VENTURA'S GLBTG :
College Students stopped by the booth to pick up FOR 20~ YEARS

information on HIV/AIDS and STIs as well as condoms and e e B e

copies of The Stitch’n Times. ELMAIN =3 N U /

Thanks to Moorpark College for helping to raise awareness!

JAY GILSON

Harbor ME!M Solulmns

Harbor Office PHONE 805.963.4015
- ; o 1626 De L CELL 805.259.7802
g Santa Barbar FAX 805.963.9996

Q( ()ld ('OM ] jay@harboro 5.CC 1'1:r?aoroffice<oli:ior?sgc9c39m
Hnlth l’l an- d B Bl

MOORPARK COLLEGE: QPGC’S booth at Moorpark’s Oct. 4 health fair.

NORBERTO CAIVANO’S APPRECIATION (continued from Page 7):

The first person | went to see was Norberto at the Argentina Club. He became my first friend and
confidant. Norberto was a true loving friend. He wrote beautiful poetry, and would show up at my
doorstep just when | needed him. He loved music, dance and Argentinian folklore, like a true artist.

One could dance with him and be floating in the air. With his hand holding you strong, one felt safe with
him always. He was very popular with the girls and everyone wanted to dance with him. In his arms you
felt like you could dance all night.

In 1978 | had the opportunity to go on a program to Israel for one year, but at the last minute in the
airport | became terrified of flying and didn’t want to go. But Norberto came on the flight to New York
with me and convinced me | was on my journey. At this time he came out to me — | was the first person
he told — and he said he was wanting to tell me for the longest time at the airport.

“Since I don’t know when or where I'll see you,” he said, “I will tell you somethng | have not told anyone
else. You know | have been talking about ‘Donna’ — well, he is Don and | may move to New York with
him. You helped me with the decision just by making me take you by the hand to do what you must.”

Norberto eventually moved to New York with Don and for 11 years he was the happiest | have every seen

him. But one day | suddenly got a call from his older brother, who told me Norberto was ill, taking Tylenol
and in complete denial. We went to New York and brought him back to California. He was in and out of a

hospital in Century City where the 3rd floor was for AIDS patients. The disease affected his brain.

| went almost everyday after work. Norberto and | were always on a diet and | remember one time he said,
‘“Hey, honey, look at me! I’m eating cheesecake and no guilt.” | remember him laughing so much and
crying at the same time.

It was a very sad day for me in January when he died. His parents’ church would not bury him, so he had to
be cremated. The church said something about AIDS contaminating the soil. It was fast and sad.

I’m grateful that Norberto was in my life. | am very close to his nephew, who carries his name, and we keep
Norberto in our hearts. He was my best friend, my confidant, my everlasting love.




