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Santa Barbara counties.

Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the
purpose of raising awareness

Board level.

of HIV/AIDS, remembering
those lost to the disease, and

helping survivors cope with

the loss of their loved one.

As you can see from the AIDS Memorial Quilts spanning the length of Ventura
City Hall on Dec. 1st, Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) finished 2022 with many
World AIDS Week events across the Gold Coast (see pp.3,6) and extensive
media coverage that helped raise awareness about HIV/AIDS in Ventura and

For 2023, we are very excited to announce three new Boardmembers! Andeya
Garcia, Celia Ortenberg and Marc Goldman bring deep experience and have all
been QPGC volunteers for years. We look forward to working with them on the

On behalf of our 8-member Board, | want to express our deepest thanks to
long-time Boardmember Andy Edgar-Beltran for his years of Board service.

But this isn’t goodbye — Andy coordinates our Quilting bees, and he and his
family, Manny and Linda Jean, are still a vibrant part of our Quilt-making team,
WHICH NOW MEETS 6:30-8:30 (see below). (continued on Page 2)

NEW TIME FOR THE QUILTING BEES
by Andy Edgar-Beltran

The Quilting bee start time is changing!

Starting in April (12 and 26), our Quilting bees will
be starting at 6:30pm and ending at 8:30pm (please
see Calendar on p.5).

They will continue to be on the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month at the Unitarian

Universalist Church of Ventura (UUCV), located at
5656 Ralston Street in Ventura.

This change in time will allow folks a bit more time
for dinner and/or commuting.

We’re looking forward to seeing many of you at
the new time on April 12th!

HIV HOME-TESTING KITS LAUNCHED

With funding from the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC), HIV home self-testing is now available to
Gold Coast residents!

About 1in 8 people with HIV don’t know their
status, but by ordering your home-testing kit from
www.TakeMeHome.org, you don’t have to be one
of them.

Order your kit and in 1-3 days you’ll get a discreet
package. Follow the instructions — which include
taking a sample from an oral swab or finger stick —
and send it in for the test results.

The earlier you detect HIV, the faster you can be on
medications and live a full, healthy life.

SEE INSIDE FOR OUR EXCITING SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES FOR THE 2023 HARBOR CRUISE!
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2023: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

846,006 446,704
66 24

57 28

59 27
13+ n/a

18 2019 deaths (living with HIV/AIDS diagnosis) O

18 11
26+

Data from public health depts.

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/Igbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2020 new diagnoses
2021 new diagnoses
2022 new diagnoses

2023 new diagnoses

2020 deaths™

2021 deaths” : n/a
*preliminary **by Feb. 28, 2023 (preliminary)

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from Page 1):

Gearing up for a busy year, we already displayed our Quilts at Ventura County
Supervisor Matt Lavere’s office (see p.6) and have plans for displays at other
public officials’ offices.

On May 11th we will be presenting at the Coastal Quilters Guild of Santa
Barbara’s monthly meeting. They have nearly 200 members and meet at Live
Oak Unity Universalist Congregation in Goleta.

On Friday, June 9th, we will again be at the AIDS LifeCycle’s Ventura Camp,
showing our Quilts and information booth with a Signature Quilt specially
made for this year.

Our AIDS Memorial Quilts will feature a Signature Quilt from last year’s ride
that QPGC volunteer Tairay Skolnick has been busy completing. By the way,
Tairay is our Volunteer Feature for this edition of The Stitch’n Times — see
page 4 to learn more about her!

We have already booked dates for this coming year, including the Santa Maria
Pride Festival on June 10th and other festivals throughout the summer.

Finally, our “Hooray for Hollywood” Dinner Cruise this year is Friday, Oct.
27th. Please consider being a sponsor this year to help us continue our work
remembering those lost to AIDS and raising awareness that HIV/AIDS is still
in our community.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President



CAL LUTHERAN

On Nov. 29, QPGC spent a
full day at Cal Lutheran in
Thousand Oaks, with a
Quilting bee (above), Quilt
display (see p.6) and panel
discussion (below) with co-
ordinator Adina Nack and
others, including Ventura
County Public Health.
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LEFT: QPGC Vice-Presid
Doug Halter. RIGHT: Norberto Caivano’s family poses with his Quilt panel.

WORLD AIDS DAY AT VENTURA CITY HALL

Blessed by a break in the rain on Dec. 1, Quilt Project Gold Coast displayed
AIDS Memorial Quilts to over 60 people throughout the day and evening
candlelight vigil, with a Ventura City proclamation (issued Nov. 28) read by
Councilman Doug Halter and an invocation led by Bishop Manny Edgar-
Beltran, Reverend Melissa Langdell and Deacon Joel Chan.

Overcoming predictions of a torrent, QPGC soldiered on with a booth in case
of rain, but the heavens favored the display and vigil, with nary a drop until
the Quilts had been safely loaded back into volunteers’ vehicles.

KEYT dedicated days of coverage to all of Quilt Project Gold Coast’s activities
during the week, and helped raise awareness that HIV and AIDS are still in
our community — and people are still dying.

UCSB DISPLAY

UU SANTA PAULA

On Nov. 30, Quilt Project displayed local
panels and a pair of large 12x12’ blocks
from the National AIDS Memorial Quilt
at the Student Resource Center at UCSB.

Resource Center Program Coordinator
Marco Munoz worked with QPGC to
bring AIDS awareness to the campus’
tudents for World AIDS Day.

5
v

QPGC volunteers flank Marco Munoz (center) and
UCSB students.

On Dec. 4, QPGC displayed
panels along with Keith
Coffman-Grey speaking to
the congregation about
AIDS history and the Quilt.

A reception was held after
with Quilt Project Gold
Coast Quilts and literature.

oaks
Keith Coffman-Grey receives magickal
blessings from UUSP Rev. Maddie Sifantus
and congregant Kate English.

ALL SAINTS OXNARD

On Nov. 27, QPGC displayed local
and national Quilts at All Saints in
Oxnard, with Rev. Melissa Lang-
dell (left) and Keith Coffman-Grey
speaking to services in English and
Spanish. A reception was held
after each service with volunteers.
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We are Unitarian Universalists. QUIIt Pro]ect Volunteer

We are proud to provide a home for TAIRAY SKOLNICK

the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of

Quilt Project Gold Coast. Accomplished volunteer TAIRAY SKOLNICK, a Quilting bee
We gather every Sunday at 10:00am regular who is finishing last year’s AIDS LifeCycle Quilt,
5654 Ralston Street learned to embroider and cross-stitch from her mom in

| Ventura CA93003 3rd grade. But it got her into some trouble later on!

Phone: 805-644-3898
https://www.uuventura.org | “In 8th grade, my Home-Ec teacher accused me of

www.facebook.com/UUVentura | cheating on my cross-stitch project because 1 did it too

quickly and too perfectly,” she tells The Stitch’n Times. Her
aaron aaron parents were called in, but laughed at the teacher “who

- .y 2
Jnow barbering at 3

THE BARBERSEop | thought I would or even could cheat at a class project.”

s‘:abarbaﬂﬁadcf Tairay specializes in costumery, including a surprisingly
consultation good blue Giselle Enchanted dress, one of 25 dresses she

detailed haircuts| vowed to sew before she turned 25 (mission: accom-

hot towel shave | plished).

text/call 805.701.9546

(@ #lifeishairy She held sewing workshops with the teens she volunteer-

ed with, working on group costumes for Comic-Con, when

she had summers off from her teaching position.

“We had different stations: pattern/fabric cutting, ironing,

CARD ADSPACE small detail work, sewing machine and snacks,” she

reports. “Sometimes | would look up from the sewing

AVAI LAB LE! $5 (0] / YEAR machine and everyone was at the snack station!”

Call 805.569.0561 for more information She first heard about the National AIDS Quilt in college.
“At UCLA we had an annual Dance Marathon to raise
money and awareness for people living with HIV/AIDS.

“It was 26 hours of dancing - no sitting allowed! Panels of the Quilt had been set up, and walking amongst
them made for a real quiet, contemplative moment in a sea of LOUD dance music.”

She heard about QPGC from a coworker in the LGBTQIA+ and Allies employee group at the Port Hueneme
naval base, who brought the Quilt Project in last June as a guest speaker for the base’s Pride event. “I
thought it was great! | enjoyed hearing the stories behind some of the Quilts,” she says. “I was recently
talking to some coworkers about the AIDS LifeCycle Quilt ’'m working on, and several of them
remembered the presentation from last year and were interested in joining the Quilting bees!”

Tairay enjoys the bimonthly bees. “I like being around other people and listening to their histories.
Sometimes it seems the only rainbow friends | know are my age or younger, so it’s been really awesome to
be with people who’ve been around a bit more and hear their stories and experiences. It’s nice to be part
of a community that spans generations; | think we all have so much to learn from one another."

For those in Tairay’s generation who are at-risk for HIV, she says, “Use protection, and remember that like
dissolves like. It’s not so much that we must live in fear, but basic safety precautions allow us to engage
with one another while minimizing risk and exposure.

“Also, it’s important to get tested and to know your status. | want to dispel shame and let people know
that there are treatments, there are medications available, there are people in your corner who want to
help/support/empower you. But you can’t fight what you don’t know.”
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QUILT PROJECT SPRING CALENDAR |
Whether you’re a long-time Quilter, or you’re interested in good ! Y ;
company and “memorable” times, we’re holding our Quilting .YV

Bees in Ventura every 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30 pm. : i
6:30'8:30 QUILT]NG BEE i QUILTPR:)JECT(‘SOLDCOAST

Wednesday i church of ventura . HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
APril12 - 654 Ralston Street in Ventura !

2:00-4:00 YOUR NAME
Sunday BOARD MEETING :

April 16 Call 805.569.0561 for information

A Ll

6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE | YOUR ADDRESS

Wednes.iiay UU Church of Ventura
April 26 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura ;

6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE |
i PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text [ email
WedrI::sday UU Church of Ventura : (p )

ay 10

5654 Ralston Street in Ventura ;
7:00 :

Thursday COASTAL QUILTERS ' 1 AM INTERESTED IN:

May 11 Live Oak UU Church in Goleta :

. . O making a Quilt anelfora.lovedonelost
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE | 2o BIDS gaQuitp

Wednesday , chyrch of Ventura
May 24 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

. NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
Friday

June 9 AIDS LIFE/CYCLE (booth/display)

Ventura Campgrounds

11:00-5:00 0
SANTA MARIA PRIDE (booth) -

o) joining in monthly Quilting bees

helping with displays and booths

Saturday . .
June 1o SantaMaria : 0 donating fabric / materials
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE ; _
Wednesday UU Church of Ventura ; O donating $ (amount enclosed)
June 14 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura : Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold

sy : Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE | P

Wednesday :
Ty T CEh ORI :  THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura :

__Quilt Project Panel An Appreciation

With his black leather jacket and pompadour style hair,
KEVIN JAMES MONTGOMERY cut a handsome figure. He
was a quiet-spoken man, a fierce friend and had a playful
sense of humor. Kevin was 39 years old when he passed
away in a Ventura hospital.

Kevin was born Dec. 17, 1956 in Leavenworth, Kansas. He
T mmm— _— - lived in Ventura County for 28 years, attending local
L O schools and graduating in 1975 from Buena High School.
KEVIN MONTGOMERY He was active in the Gay community as well and had many
Dec. 17,1956 — Oct. 29, 1996 friends in the county. (continued on Page 6)




SUPERVISOR MATT LAVERE’S OFFICE

In February and March 2023, QPGC displayed three AIDS N g (  ,\
Memorial Quilts, biographies and literature at the office of | memor v oF cur Lov
Ventura County Supervisor Matt Lavere.

ALL SAINTS PARISH - EACA

SERVING VENTURA'S GLBTQ
FOR 20+ YEARS

Thanks to Supervisor Lavere for helping to raise awareness!

s

DAVID JOHN DIX |

:—~:":’fz
@
&> 2
JAY GILSON ‘_'.7 '

‘hor Oifice Solutions

Harbor Office Solutions PHONE 805.963.4015
1626 De La Vina Street CELL 805.259.7802
. Santa Barbara, CA 93101 FAX 805.963.9996
> jay@harborofficesolutions.com harborofficesolutions.com
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District 1 Executive Aide Ana Melgoza with Keith Coffman-Grey and Mark Lager.

KEVIN MONTGOMERY’S APPRECIATION (continued from Page 5):

Although Kevin didn’t attend college, he studied world history independently. With Scottish ancestry,
Kevin specialized in Scotland, and considered him a self-taught “maven” of Scottish culture and heritage.
Whenever possible, he would attend the Scottish Highland Games.

Given his love of all things Scottish, Kevin’s favorite movie was Braveheart, the Oscar-winning film set in
13th century Scotland that chronicled freedom fighter William Wallace’s fight against the English king.

Beyond Scotland, Kevin had an encyclopedic knowledge of world history and current events. His
mother, Verna Montgomery of Ventura, said “Kevin was very knowledgeable in events both current and
past. You could ask him any question about any topic — any person, anything — and he could give you the
answer.”

Kevin was survived by his parents, Wayne and Verna, as well as sister Margaret of Lemoore and brothers
Gene of Ventura and Rev. R. Neal Montgomery of Covina, who along with Rev. Charles Simmons
officiated at Kevin’s services at Ted Mayr Funeral Home in Ventura.

Family and friends alike attended Kevin’s funeral, and he was cremated after. He is still missed by his many

friends.

QPGC ADDS 3 NEW BOARDMEMBERS

At Quilt Project’s January annual meeting, elections
were held at the home of outgoing Boardmember
Andy Edgar-Beltran, who was thanked for his years
of Board service and who remains active in QPGC.

Longtime volunteers Andeya Garcia, Marc Goldman
and Celia Ortenberg joined the Board.

Officers were elected for 1-year terms: President
R : Keith Coffman-Grey, Vice-President Mark Lager and
CLU: Mark Lager poses with National AIDS Quilt blocks on Nov. 29th. | Secretary/Treasurer Neil Coffman-Grey.




