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“Remembering those who came
before, celebrating our lives”
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Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) had a very busy October AIDS Awareness
Month, and we are looking forward to many upcoming World AIDS Week
events in late November and December!

We were at Moorpark College on October 3rd for their health fair. On the 7th
our 2nd Annual Procession of Quilts down State Street in Santa Barbara (see p.4

Back VCGC Quilt display

Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awareness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.

and above photo) reached many people, including articles in The Independent
and Noozhawk, reminding people that HIV/AIDS is still in our counties.

Oct. 20-23 over a thousand people saw our Dia de los Muertos ofrenda at the
Santa Barbara Museum of Art, and our Hooray For Hollywood harbor cruise
aboard The Scarlett Belle on the 27th was a sold-out success (see p.5)!

In addition to our Quilting bees, we also created a public service announce-
ment that reached over 22,000 people on social media. (continued next page)

WORLD AIDS DAY SET FOR DEC. 1

Friday, December 1 is World AIDS Day, and QPGC
will hold its annual World AIDS Day Display (2-
5:30pm) and Candlelight Vigil (5:30-6:30pm) at
Ventura City Hall, with battery-powered candles
courtesy of the City of Ventura.

Andy Edgar-Beltran of the folk/rock duo I've Seen
Better Elephants will perform a musical number,
and officiants from across Ventura County will hold
an invocation, including Rev. Melissa Campbell
Langdell, Bp. Manny Edgar-Beltran, Deacon Joel
Chan and Rev. Dana Worsnop.

Also, City Councilman Doug Halter will read the
City proclamation declaring World AIDS Day.

DONATION FROM UUCV!
by Celia Ortenberg

Every week the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ven-
tura, who hosts our Wednesday night Quilting bees,
gives away its offering collection to an organization
in the larger community.

On Sunday, September 24, that collection was don-
ated to our own Quilt Project Gold Coast.

$723.21 was given to further our mission to make
Memorial Quilts that raise HIV/AIDS awareness, re-
member those lost to the disease and help survivors
cope with their loss.

Thanks again, UUCV, for your continued support!

SEE PAGE 3 FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR ANNUAL WORLD AIDS DAY VIGIL!
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2023: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
846,006 446,704
66 24

50 28
59+ 30-
53** 35**

18 2019 deaths (living with HIV/AIDS diagnosis) 8

18 11

26 2021 deaths™ n/a
Data from public health depts. *preliminary **by 10/31/23 (VC), 9/30/23 (SBC) (preliminary)

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2020 new diagnoses
2021 new diagnoses
2022 new diagnoses

2023 new diagnoses

2020 deaths™

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from front):

For World AIDS Week and beyond, we have many events planned. On Nov. 26
we will be at All Saints Church in Oxnard to speak during their English and
Spanish language services, as well as display our Quilts.

Nov. 28 we will be at UC Santa Barbara for their World AIDS Day event. We
will display our Quilts and speak on the history of the Quilt Project.

Nov. 30 we will be at Cal Lutheran in Thousand Oaks for their World AIDS Day
observances, and host a student Quilting bee as well.

Dec. 1is WORLD AIDS DAY, and we will host our annual Quilt display from 2-
5:30pm, followed by a candlelight vigil from 5:30-6:30pm, to remember those
lost to AIDS (see p.3). We hope you will attend this solemn event.

Dec. 5 the County of Ventura will present a proclamation declaring World
AIDS Day in Ventura County, and from Dec. 4 through the new year, we will
have QPGC’s largest display ever at the Ventura County Government Center
from the ground floor to the top floor - stop by and see what we’ve been
doing for the past 5 years!

Please consider Quilt Project Gold Coast in your year-end giving (QR code on
the left). We are an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit that depends on
donations to continue our work. WE THANK ALL OF OUR CONTRIBUTORS
AND VOLUNTEERS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President
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QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

Presents the

WORLD AIDS DAY
QUILT DISPLAY AND CANDLELIGHT VIGIL
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ay, December 1, 202
VIGIL BEGINS AT 5:30PM

Quilt Project Gold Coast’s World AIDS Day vigil will take place on Friday, December 1st, at 5:30 on the
front steps of Ventura City Hall, 501 Poli Street near Downtown Ventura, for World AIDS Day.

B

The annual vigil will remember those lost to the pandemic and include AIDS Memorial Quilts visible from
2pm through the observance from'5:30 - 6:30pm. The vigil itself will feature:

e an introduction from President Keith Coffman-Grey and VP Mark Lager

e invocations from Bp. Manny Edgar-Beltran, Rev. Melissa Campbell Langdell, Rev. Dana
Worsnop and Deacon Joel Chan

e a musical selection from Andy Edgar-Beltran of folk-rock group I've Seen Better Elephants
e a reading of the City of Ventura proclamation from Councilman Doug Halter
After the program, those in attendance may light a candle for their lost loved one, and battery-powered

candles, courtesy of the City of Ventura, will be provided for everyone during the period of silence on the
steps of City Hall to remember those lost to the disease.
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OCTOBER AIDS AWARENESS MONTH

AIDS AWARENESS
PIN (s40)

-Support Quilt Project
Gold Coast’s HIV/AIDS
work

-14-karat gold-plated,
solid sterling silver with
amethyst heart

The PROCESSION OF QUILTS

\\\ LT PROJEC"'
“\ GO\D TOAST

_ ADS MEMORIAL QUILT

For the second year in a row, Quilt Project Gold Coast held its “Procession of
Quilts” in Downtown Santa Barbara on Oct. 7 (above).

SHIPPING The contingent marched down State Street to Santa Barbara City Hall, with an
AVAILABLE observance on the City Hall steps afterward.

www.Facebook.com/Quilt | With articles in both Noozhawk and the Santa Barbara Independent, AIDS

ProjectGoldCoast awareness was raised for thousands of Ventura and Santa Barbara county

QuiltProjectGoldCoast.org | residents.

MOORPARK COLLEGE

On Oct. 3, Quilt Project participated in
Moorpark College’s annual student
health fair (below).

Nearly 50 students took safer-sex litera-
ture, condoms and Quilt information, as
well as signing up for QPGC’s newsletter
The Stitch’n Times.

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS

QPGC created a memorial ofrenda, or altar, for the Day of the
Dead celebration at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art.

During the weekend of Oct. 20-23, the Museum showcased the
Quilt altar amongst other community groups, with over 1,000
people viewing it at their Sunday reception.

Amidst the marigolds, purple Day of the Dead skulls and
autumn foliage were Quilts for Mark Dolby and AIDS Awareness
Month, as well as images
of those QPGC has made
Quilts for, including Eric
_, Lim, Christopher Dye, Craig
‘#_' Duke, Rodney Widerburg,
¥ Mitch  Kincannon  and
i Spanky Reynoso. Rodney is
featured in the current
AIDS AWARENESS MONTH edition of The Stitch’n
Times (see pp. 7-8).
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2023 SOLD-OUT CRUISE THE BEST YET!

With a sold-out crowd for the Hooray For Hollywood
Cruise, Quilt Project raised much-needed funds to help in
its education and awareness-raising for the year ahead!

With the evening dedicated to the memories of Lois,
Jean and Garth Story, the paddlewheel Scarlett Belle
kept on turning through the Channel Islands with num-
bers from stars BellaDonna SantaBarbara and Vivian
Storm, backed by the legendary DJ Steve Sharp, who
also kept dancers busy with smash hits and scary songs
on the Friday before Halloween.

A scrumptious smorgasbord and dessert filled many
appetites, and costumes were awarded with trophies
from Santa Barbara Trophy, with guests leaving at the
end of the 3-hour cruise with a swag-bag filled with
goodies curated by Decorations Chair Ron Oehler.

: 1

GLAMOROUS! Our evening’s divas (I-r) BellaDonna Santa
Barbara, Vivian Storm and Angel D’mon

Johnny Ortez-Tibbels did his usual professional photography, and Steve Zambrano Jr once again handled the
drawing ticket sales. Special shoutouts to Cindy Copeland Burrell for her calligraphy, and Cindy Hazlett for helping
with setup! A Hollywood backdrop for photos allowed people to vogue and pose for Johnny’s paparazzi shots.

- No harbor cruise could happen without the support of
generous sponsors, including Gilead, Mark Lager & Gar-
land Jacobs, and Keith & Neil Coffman-Grey (Platinum);
Amgen Pride, Marc Goldman, Jeff Hall and Claude Raffin
in memory of Jon Gathercole (Gold); and Blake Mashburn,
Realtor with Century 21 Fine Homes & Estates, Donna &
Shawn Klinge in memory of Jason Albert Jones, John
Robles & Jerry Gray, Sanders Landscape Company, The
Little Things Bakery, Joseph A. Rund Law Office, Craig &
Ben Chapman, The Barbershop at The Collection, Keith
Goss, Andeya Garcia, and Ron Oehler in memory of
Michael Scheck (Silver).

Drawing prizes were graciously donated by Coast 2 Coast,
The Barbershop, Craig Chapman, Keith Coffman-Grey,
Neil The Wandmaker, Island Packers, SAS Shoes, Marc Goldman, Gold Coast Card Players Club, Heart Space Yoga,
Shoreline Café, The Little Things Bakery and Mark Lager, as well as mugs from Quilt Project Gold Coast.

Quilt Project thanks all of our festive party-goers and looks forward to seeing many of you again next year!
22 Lo TR T AT ] | i

WINNERS of the costume competition pose with their trophies

|
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We are Unitarian Universalists.
We are proud to provide a home for
the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of
Quilt Project Gold Coast.

"8l We gather every Sunday at 10:00am
5654 Ralston Street
Ventura CA 93003

Phone: 805-644-3898
https://www.uuventura.org
www.facebook.com/UUVentura

aaron aaron

jnow barbering at 3

THE BARBERSHOP

santa barbara & oxnard,CA

[
consultation
detailed haircuts
hot towel shave
text/call 805.701.9546

_ [@) #lifeishairy

Quilt Project Volunteer
NEIL COFFMAN-GREY

Board secretary/treasurer NEIL COFFMAN-GREY has been
with the Quilt from the beginning, when as a volunteer for
AIDS Care, Inc. (ACl) he read a column of Mark Lager’s
about starting a local chapter of the NAMES Project AIDS
Memorial Quilt. “Mark and | were already very good
friends,” he says, “and I really wanted to kickstart his
dream to do this creative, commemorative project.”

And so with Cindy Copeland Burrell, Quilt Project Ventura
County was born, with Quilt panels going to the National
AIDS Memorial Quilt for the rest of the decade.

In a few years QPVC became NAMES Project Ventura
County after an investiture ceremony at ACl’s offices. Neil,
Mark and Cindy were on the Board, surrounded by
likeminded volunteers such as Lyn Gesch, Lois and Jean
Story, Coral Norton and, after 1995, Keith Coffman-Grey.

Neil was on the Board of ACI for several years, helping to
put on the yard sales, the haircut-a-thons - and finally the
harbor cruises, which continue to this day with October’s
“Hooray for Hollywood” cruise.

WELCOME TO
ALL SAINTS PARISH

MASS EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:00AM

© 2550 E. Main St

“It’s so much more than a fundraiser,” he says of the
Ventura, CA 93003

cruises. “They are a tradition and a community space.”
After many years with Island Packers and other
companies, for the past three years the cruise has sailed
out of Channel Islands Harbor aboard The Scarlett Belle.

COME JOIN OUR FAMILY!

© AllSaintsV@aol.com

Neil was involved with several other groups working with AIDS in the 1990s, including the LIFE AIDS Lobby,
which worked on bills affecting HIV/AIDS and the LGBT communities of California, and the Gay & Lesbian
Community Center in Ventura. “As a person living with the virus, it’s important for me to have a say over
policies affecting my health and livelihood,” he says. “I think it’s important in your life to do good things
and leave the world a better place, if you can.”

To that end, Neil joined forces with Keith, Cindy and Mark to form Quilt Project Gold Coast in spring 2018,
handling bylaws, newsletter editing, grants and PR in addition to his Board duties. “l was a bit rusty after 15
years,” he says of the intervening years after receiving his AIDS diagnosis in 2003. “But once | dived in, it’s
wonderful! Keith and | had ‘retired’ from activism after | got the disease, thinking things were going to be
all right, but our movement is generational, and the same fights need to be fought over time.

“It was an easy decision,” he admits, “once | realized and told Keith, ‘Activism was what brought us
together - and it has always represented the best of us.””

As older generations affected by AIDS pass on, Neil thinks it’s even more important to “remember the
names” of those lost to the disease. “It’s still with us, and if you get infected, the past is very much present
in your life and world. | think when younger activists realize this and speak out to tell their stories, it will
help us — one day - to get to zero new infections.”

Neil still holds hope that a cure will one day be found. “I’'m never giving up on hope.”
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QUILT PROJECT WINTER CALENDAR ' .‘ ‘, ) |

Whether you’re a long-time Quilter, or you’re interested in good
company and “memorable” times, we’re holding our Quilting
Bees in Ventura every 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30 pm. !

Services at 9:15 and 11:15
Sunday

WORLD AIDS WEEK SERVICES

All Saints Church

B & 0t

y I B
[Hl R
1] | Jii 4]

| | B

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

November 26 ; ;
144 South C Street in Oxnard
0201170 HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
T-3 6-13 WORLD AIDS DAY EVENT
uesday  ycsB Center for Sexual and Gend :
November 28 Diversity f < ; YRR INANIE
Thursday WORLD AIDS DAY EVENTS
November 30 Cal Lutheran University in Thousand | FOUR ADDRESS
Oaks :
:30-6:30 '
7 3Frid§zy WORLD AIDS DAY VIGIL .
December 1 Ventura City Hall (display 2-5:30) PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text/ email)
10:00° WORLD AIDS DAY Proclamation
TaeSdly Ventura County Government Center !
December 5 i | AM INTERESTED IN:
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE ’
E k- . l l
Wednesday i church of Ventura : tO Alr;a; ing a Quilt panel for a loved one lost
Janiuary 10 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura ; ©
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE : -
NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates
Wednesday UU Church of Ventura ' ( )
January 24 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura {0 joining in monthly Quilting bees
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE 5
\;vzdneSd?y Uit Churelvef Venhira O helping with displays and booths
ebruary 14 ; : . .
. 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura i O donating fabric | materials
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE :
Wednesday ;i church of Ventura + O donating $ (amount enclosed)
February 28 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
W6:j30_8(;30 QUILTING BEE 1 Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.
€dnesddy  yu church of Ventura
March 3 _sssq Ralstonstreetinventura | T YO0 0N SIPPORTROTHEQTIET
Quilt Project Panel An Appreciation by Neil Coffman-Grey

In the late 1980s and early 9os, The Library on Main Street

in Ventura was the place to be on Thursday and Sunday

Q- '2/3'/'962 0;’ nights, the dance club’s “Gay nights” with DJ Steve Sharp

at the helm.
7722/ 2001 R :
— RODNEY LYLE WIDERBURG arrived with a big splash in the
E’ i E VENT URA . dance community, with striking dance moves highlighted
- by his amazing backflip on the dancefloor.
RODN EY LYLE WIDERBURG it was not long before admirers were following him in the

Dec. 31,1962 — Jul. 22, 2001

Electric Slide. (continued on back page)



2% All Saints’ Episcopal Church
On November 13, the City Council of Ventura proclaimed QR P Phone (805) 483-2347
. . : == Fax (805) 483-8357
December 1 World AIDS Day in th.e City, altld (Ir) Mayor Joe | senices: bl ciffoel I O
Schroeder presented QPGC President Keith Coffman-Grey | [oeee on www.allsantos.org
i i i i Confirmations. 144 South “C” Street
and Vice President Mark Lager with the resolution. roaich. e e
. . Q raneras.
Councilman Doug Halter also added some gracious words | prexentations o e
about QPGC. Thanks to the City for their ongoing support' Mucs ot deoth SPANISH : 11:15 A.M.
{ - g j Parish Hall Rental. WEDNESDAY: BILINGUAL 5:00 P.M.
i 3 Toab ERIEARY, o ,’ e 55 THURSDAY: MEDITATION NOON
| - j A 8 ;
!
i
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Harbor Office smmlons
Harbor Office Solutions PHONE 805.963.4015
1626 De La V CELL 805.259.7802
g 3 Santa Barbara, ( 3101 FAX 805.963.9996
A% "\7 P T T jay@harborofficesolutions.com harborofficesolutions.com
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RODNEY WIDERBURG’S APPRECIATION (continued from previous page):
Rod was so popular that The Library hired him as a server, and he became synonymous with his moves as
well as some of his favorite songs, which included Capt. Hollywood’s “More and More,” which he would

lipsynch whenever Steve played it.

Over the course of the 9os and with his dear friend JR at his side, Rod became an active member in the
community until his passing on July 22, 2001, at Ventura County Medical Center at the age of 38.

Rodney was born December 31, 1962 in Albuquerque, NM, but lived in VC for 28 years. Beyond his passion
for dancing, Rod loved being outdoors, particularly going to the beach.

His memorial service and reception were held at Sacred Heart Church in Ventura, with his ashes spread at a
private ceremony.

His survivors included his mom Mona, dad Richard of Arizona, and siblings Rhonda, Randy, Russ and Ryan,
their spouses and a dozen nieces and nephews, as well as many friends.

Rod was a warm, caring and funny person, and touched many lives with his sweetness and legendary
dancing. He is missed greatly but never forgotten.

—r 'EE QUILTS AT VENTURA COUNTY ADMIN BUILDING
-.

From December 4 through January 2, Quilt Project Gold Coast will be
displaying 30 AIDS Memorial Quilts at the Ventura County Government
Center Administration Building from the ground floor to the 4th floor in
recognition of World AIDS Day and AIDS awareness.

The County’s dedication to AIDS Awareness has been groundbreaking
since the late 1980s, when they formed the still-active AIDS Advisory
Please include Quilt Project | Committee with appointees including Doug Halter.

in yaur year-end giving b.Y A proclamation will be read at their December 5 Board of Supervisors
contributing through  this | neeting, and anyone interested in helping set up the display on December
easy-access QR code today! | 3 may contact quiltprojectgoldcoast@gmail.com.




