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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awareness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.

The Stitch’n Times voumes.

a publication of Quilt Project Gold Coast
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| want to welcome our new readers to the Summer Edition of The Stitch’n
Times.

Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) continued its Quilting bees at UU Ventura,
meeting the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, with our dedicated
volunteers making AIDS Memorial Quilts to remember those lost to AIDS.

June was Pride Month and QPGC had booths throughout the month in Santa
Maria (above), Oxnard and Camarillo. Boardmember Celia Ortenberg gave a
talk about QPGC on June 2nd at the UU Ventura Pride Service. We also had a
booth and Quilt display at the AIDS LifeCycle Ventura Camp on June 7th. Over
1,500 riders viewed our Quilts set up around the dinner tent.

In August we will be at Pride festivals in Ventura (17th) and Santa Barbara
(24th). (continued next page)

GET YOUR CRUISE TICKETS TODAY!
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Once more setting sail aboard The Scarlett Belle, this year’s $ @
cruise is themed “Halloween Ghost Ship” and will feature DJ RER
Steve Sharp and stars BellaDonna Santa Barbara, Angel S0 080 o8 S8
D’Mon and Melina Poinsettia. . : :: 3::.:§
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GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY! Last year our “Hooray for s 55 3.3335
Hollywood” cruise sold out well before the event, and the g o "ttt . :E o 35.:..;
Halloween Ghost Ship is already selling even faster! 2% o 30% ® 2 %%%es o 2°
....'..... : --.: e o ..... ::o': ® ..z.zz
There are two easy ways to make sure you’re a part of the 30308e° 300 808 0% of 00 ©°8°%e ° °
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1. Click on the T-rex QR to order tickets on Eventbrite; @ 3% 2°%002° o 32°°%¢09 8 ° 8o 3°
[ 1] 000060
2. To save processing fees, simply fill out the form on PEE 0TI B I S

Page 3 and return in the enclosed envelope.




Iy
o

Qb

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

QUILT PROJECT

GOLD COAST
1615 Calle Canon
Santa Barbara 93101
Phone (805) 569-0561
QuiltProjectGoldCoast@gmail.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Keith Coffman-Grey President
Mark Lager Vice-President

Neil Coffman-Grey Secy/Treas
Cindy Copeland Burrell Member
Ron Cayou Member

Andeya Garcia Member

Marc Goldman Member

Ron Oehler Member

Celia Ortenberg Member

QuiltProjectGoldCoast.org

Quilt Project Gold Coast is an
IRS-registered 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt public nonprofit
#82-5041084.

THE STITCH’N TIMES
Neil Coffman-Grey, Editor

Contributors
Keith Coffman-Grey
Printing donated by

HARBOR OFFICE
SOLUTIONS
Quilt Project Gold Coast thanks

Jay Gilson and Harbor Office
Solutions for their generosity.

The Stitch’n Times is mailed
quarterly to our supporters.

The Stitch’n Times PAGE 2

2024: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

829,590 441,257
50 28
59 31
59+ 43+
22+ 15
18 2019 deaths (iiving with HIV/AIDS diagnosis) O

18 11

2 6 2021 deaths” n/a
Data from public health depts. *preliminary **by 6/30/24 preliminary

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2021 new diagnoses
2022 new diagnoses
2023 new diagnoses

2024 new diagnoses

2020 deaths™

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from front page):

Our next big Quilt display will be in Santa Barbara. The Santa Barbara County
Office of Arts & Culture has approved a display in the Channing Peake Gallery
on the main floor of the County Administration Building in Downtown Santa
Barbara.

From August 19th through September 16th, a dozen panels of the AIDS
Memorial Quilt will be on public display — please make plans to stop by and
see these works.

Tickets and sponsorships are now available for our annual harbor cruise,
which will set sail October 25th out of Channel Islands Harbor aboard The
Scarlett Belle. This year’s theme is HALLOWEEN GHOST SHIP, and will feature
a full buffet dinner, with DJ Steve Sharp and performances by stars
BellaDonna Santa Barbara, Angel D’Mon and Melina Poinsettia.

Start planning your costume for this fun event, and get your tickets online
(www.eventbrite.com/e/halloween-ghost-ship-sets-sail-6-9pm-on-friday-oct-25-
tickets-917429645767) or, if you want to save the processing fee, by mail with
the enclosed Ticket Order form (next page). The sooner the better, as this
event always sells out quickly!

We are an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) organization. Our success would not be
possible without our dedicated volunteers and supporters. THANK YOU for
helping us remember the names!

Keith Coffman-Grey, President
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GHosT SHIP DINNER CRUISE
Embarks Friday October 25, 2024
from 6 to'9 PM
Aboard The Scarlett.Belle

Channel Islands Harbor

Melina F. Poinsettia

Angel D'Mon BellaDonna SantaBarbara

WITH MUSIC BY DJ STEVE SHARP

Contact 805-569-0561 or
QuiltProjectGoldCoast@gmail.com for more information

GHOST SHIP CIRCLE $5000+

6 boarding passes; 6 drawing tickets; name on
calligraphy board at event; gold-plated, sterling silver
AIDS ribbon w/amethyst; logo and name promotion in
media and program materials; mention during program

PLATINUM CIRCLE $2500

4 boarding passes; 4 drawing tickets; name on calligraphy
board at event; gold-plated, sterling silver AIDS ribbon
w/amethyst; logo and name promotion in media and
program materials; mention during program

DIAMOND CIRCLE $1000

3 boarding passes; 3 drawing tickets; name on calligraphy
board at event; gold-plated, sterling silver AIDS ribbon
w/amethyst; logo and name promotion in media and program
materials; mention during program

GOLD CIRCLE $500

2 boarding passes; 2 drawing tickets; name on calligraphy
board at event; logo and name promotion in media and
program materials; mention during program

SILVER CIRCLE $250

Name on calligraphy board at event; name promotion in
media and program materials; mention during program

TICKET/SPONSORSHIP FORM

AHOY, MATEYS! It’s Cap’n Quilty welcoming you once more
aboard our annual cruise in the Channel Islands Harbor,
and we hope you can fill out the form below to ensure your
tickets for this year’s fun-filled event!

With your $125 ticket, you will receive a bounty of treasure
aboard The Scarlett Belle, including:

o three hours of enjoyment with DJ dancing from
Steve Sharp;

e acommand performance from legends BellaDonna,
Angel D’Mon and Melina Poinsettia;

o a full-course buffet dinner and free soda, water, tea
and coffee from our no-host bars;

e afree drink ticket for your favorite beer or mixed
drink;

o afree ticket to our drawing (which you may also
buy extra tickets for) of amazing prizes;

o parting gift bags to enjoy after the cruise.

In addition to this action-packed sail, you can enjoy photos
by Johnny Ortez-Tibbels in front of our maritime backdrop,
and don’t forget our trophied costume contest. Get your
tickets before they’re sold out!

___YES!lwant to get___ tickets today at 5125
each for a total of $
____YES!l want to get a sponsorship (see left for
levels and benefits) for $

YOUR NAME / COMPANY

Address
City/State/Zip

Phone/text
Email

GUEST NAMES

PAYMENT: ___ Check payable to “Quilt Project Gold Coast”
___ Contact us for credit card/Venmo payment

MAIL TO Quilt Project Gold Coast
1615 Calle Canon, Santa Barbara 93101

QUESTIONS? quiltprojectgoldcoast@gmail.com
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inow barbering at

consultation
detailed haircut

dalron aaron

THE BARBERSHOP

santa barbara & oxnard,CA

hot towel shave
text/call 805.701.9546

e, (@ #lifeishairy

JUNE PRIDE MONTH

June 2024 was Pride Month, and Quilt Project Gold Coast
was as busy as ever raising awareness and educating that
HIV and AIDS still affect lives across the Gold Coast, from
the dozens of people in Ventura and Santa Barbara
counties with HIV/AIDS who died in recent years, to the 22
people newly infected in Ventura County this year.
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From Santa Maria Pride on June 9 (see p.1), where QPGC
displayed a half-dozen Quilts and distributed hundreds of
condoms and safer sex literature, to East County (below

PLEASE CONTACT QUILT PROJECT
TO PLACE YOUR CARD-SIZED AD

left), many people stopped by our booths.

Rev. Manny Edgar-
Beltran working on
the AIDS Memorial
Quilt for Thomas

WITH US! Pistulka, former AIDS
Care volunteer and
RATE $50/YEAR Ojai’s “AIDS Angel”
who passed away in
1992.
CAMARILLO & OXNARD AIDS LIFECYCLE VENTURA CAMP

Andeya Garcia and Mark Lager (below)
staffed the booth in Oxnard on June 29,
and we were in Camanllo on June 2.

Showing over a dozen AIDS Memorial Quilts, newsletters and
safer-sex literature, in addition to condoms both external and
internal, QPGC joined the 1,500 riders of the AIDS LifeCycle at
their overnight Ventura Camp stop on the second-to-last day of
the annual event, with volunteers including (I+ below) Ron
Cayou, Ron Oehler, Mark Lager and Neil Coffman-Grey joining

- \\-‘“ "GOLD COAST ? President Keith Coffman-
T NDS MEMORML QULT | Grey for the day.

Many of the riders and
road crew, as well as the
Sisters of Perpetual Indulg-
ence, were grateful for our
presence.

The rest of the summer will
be busy as well, with our
volunteers showing Quilts
at the Port Hueneme Naval
Base in mid-July, and
booths at Pride Festivals in
Ventura (August 17) and
Santa Barbara (August 24).
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QUILT PROJECT SUMMER CALENDAR

Whether you’re a long-time Quilter, or you’re interested in good
company and “memorable” times, we’re holding our Quilting
Bees in Ventura every 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.

6:30-8:30
Wednesday
July 24
2:00-4:00
Sunday
July 28

6:30-8:30
Wednesday
August 14

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

BOARD MEETING
Please contact 805-569-0561 for
details

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

YOUR NAME

YOUR ADDRESS

1205'5;00 VENTURA PRIDE (booth) ]
aturday :
ey Plaza Park, Ventura | PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text / email
August 19— CHANNING PEAKE GALLERY
September 16 Santa Barbara Government Center | I AM INTERESTED IN
11:00-6:00 gANTA BARBARA PRIDE (booth) |
August 24 : to AIDS
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE s
Wednesday ;i) chyrch of Ventura i NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
August 28 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura : & i l b
sty : joining in mont uilting bees
W6a3°'8c-i3° QUILTING BEE ;0 Joining ¥ QuilEing
ednesday  yu church of Ventura 'O helpi i i
: ping with displays and booths
September 11 s5c, Ralston Street in Ventura E &
W6;’3o-8c:’3o QUILTING BEE O donating fabric / materials
ednesday  yu church of Ventura : .
September 25 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura - donatlng i (amount e.nclos.ed)
6:00-9:00 Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
’ £ d HALLOWEEN GHOST SHIP : Coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.
Oct br '99Y Annual Dinner Cruise (seep.3) E
CLODEr 25 channel Islands Harbor :  THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT
QUllt PrO|ect Papel - An Appreciation by Neil Coffman-Gre
[ TTAE PP y y
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TONY FRANKLIN
Died 1991

DIED .t'
1991

CA

| first met TONY FRANKLIN in about 1988, when | was
looking for a place in Ventura.

Tony lived in the condominiums on East Harbor Boulevard,
and we hit it off right away. He was handsome with a full,
short beard and moustache, and an equally rich laugh.

I moved in, and discovered that if | stood on the top of my
bed, | could just see the Pacific Ocean from my bedroom
window. The rest of the condo was well-kept; the only tiff
we ever had was once when | (continued on back page)



QPGC VOLUNTEER PARTY @ Saints’ Episcopal Church

On June 16, volunteers Manny and Andy Edgar-Beltran | QA8 ___.__, Phone (805) 483-2347
. : I == Fax (805) 483-8357

hosted Quilt Project volunteers for a delightful afternoon | . ices: I,
) K @ ervices: E-mail office@allsantos.org
at their home, with Boardmembers bringing potluck and | om0 www.allsantos.org
i i z i Confirmations. 144 South “C” Street
President Keith Coffman-Grey welcoming everyone (below). ooy Sl Ealforaix 93030

Quinceaneras. HOLY EUCHARISTIC

Thank you so much to the Edgar-Beltrans for the gracious presentations SUNDAY: ENEHISH = SriS AN

use of their home to celebrate our volunteers. Muss of death. SPANISH : 11:15 A.M.
Ve 50 » ’! & Parish Hall Rental. WEDNESDAY: BILINGUAL 5:00 P.M.
THURSDAY: MEDITATION NOON
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JAY GILSON
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Harbor Office Solutions

Harbor Office Solutions
1626 De LaV
Santa Barbara,

jay@harborofficesolutions.

PHONE 805.963.4015
CELL 805.259.7802
FAX 805.963.9996
com harborofficesolutions.com

TONY FRANKLIN’S APPRECIATION (continued from previous page):
left some shaving in the bathroom sink. | should also mention that Tony had a pet férret that he kept in a
pet carrier in the hallway at the top of the stairs, which loved to bite. OUCH

Tony loved dance and Broadway music, and kept his collection with his turntable in a small alcove under
the staircase. | think he was the best roomie | ever had, and we had great times together.

| was just learning about the local Gay community and, having just turned 23, was beginning to go out to
the local clubs - The Library (Thursday nights only), the Wild Goose and a bar on Thompson Boulevard
called Top Bananas (later known as Incognito and Club Alternative).

In 1988-1989, Top Bananas had a kitchen, small dance floor and, lining the walls as you walked in the back
entrance, tall red banquette booths, very mid-Century. | went there many times with Tony and his ferret.
Tony loved his cocktails, and would always feed the cherry from his drink to his hungry little friend, thus his
Quilt having both bananas for the club, as well as a ferret chomping down on a cherry.

We lived together for a couple years before moving on, and | heard he had passed away in 1991 from AIDS.
Tony has been with me since, in my heart and memories, and it’s great to see his Quilt. He’s still with us.

HARBOR CRUISE SPONSORSHIPS COMING IN!

Quilt Project Gold Coast is very pleased to announce our first round of
sponsors for the 2024 Halloween Ghost Ship Dinner Cruise!

With more sponsors to come, as of this edition of The Stitch’n Times we
are happy to say a big THANK YOU to Amgen Pride, Mark Lager & Garland
Jacobs, Ron Oehler, Montecito Bank & Trust, Keith & Neil Coffman-Grey,
Harbor Office Solutions and Marc Goldman!

Please include Quilt Project | Sponsorships are the biggest source of our nonprofit’s operating revenues
Gold Coast in your giving by | each year, and QPGC is so grateful for this support. If you have sponsored
contributing through this | us in previous years, worry not! Your sponsorship package will be sent in
easy-access QR code today! the next week so you can join us once more in remembering the names!




