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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa
Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awareness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.
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7 COLUMN
by
Keith

Coffman-Grey

Fall has arrived on the Gold Coast, and Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) has a
busy season ahead with OCTOBER AIDS AWARENESS MONTH and World AIDS
Day Dec. 1st.

Oct. 25th is our HALLOWEEN GHOST SHIP DINNER CRUISE from 6-9pm aboard The
Scarlett Belle. This is our annual fun-raiser and there are still a few tickets left
(link below). This is The Event of the fall season with a full dinner, dancing with
DJ Steve Sharp, a trophied costume contest and our powerhouse trio of divas
BellaDonna Santa Barbara, Angel D’Mon and Melina Poinsettia!

This past summer QPGC had booths at Ventura Pride on Aug. 17 and Santa
Barbara Pride at the Beach on Aug. 24. We displayed Quilts at both festivals
and educated attendees that HIV/AIDS is still unfortunately in our community.
(continued next page)

GET YOUR CRUISE TICKETS TODAY!
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1. Click on the T-rex QR to order tickets on Eventbrite;

2. To save processing fees, simply fill out the form on
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Page 5 and return in the enclosed envelope.
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2024: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

829,590 441,257
50 28
59 31
59+ 43+
30+ 15+
18 2019 deaths (iiving with HIV/AIDS diagnosis) O
18 11

26 2021 deaths” n/a
Data from public health depts. *preliminary **by 8/31/24 (VC) 6/30/24 (SB) preliminary

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/igbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2021 new diagnoses
2022 new diagnoses
2023 new diagnoses

2024 new diagnoses

2020 deaths™

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from front page):

QPGC also partnered with the Santa Barbara Arts Commission, displaying
twelve AIDS Memorial Quilts from Aug. 17-Sep. 16 at the Channing Peake
Gallery in the Santa Barbara County Administration Building (see back page).

Our Quilting bees continued the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at
UU Ventura, with a dedicated group of volunteers continuing to make new
AIDS Memorial Quilt panels to remember those who we have lost to AIDS.

On Oct. 1st Quilt Project will be at the Moorpark College Health Fair, and on
Oct. 12th we will be having our 3rd Annual AIDS Quilt Memorial Procession
down State Street in Santa Barbara for October AIDS Awareness Month (see
p-3)-

We need volunteers to help carry the Quilts - the more volunteers who show
up, the more Quilts we can carry to raise awareness.

Our World AIDS Day observances are also beginning to fill in, with Cal
Lutheran Nov. 19 and UU Santa Paula on Dec. 1, with our own vigil that Sunday
from 5:30-6:30pm.

One more reminder for you to get your tickets online at Eventbrite
(www.eventbrite.com/e/halloween-ghost-ship-sets-sail-6-9pm-on-friday-oct-25-
tickets-917429645767) or, if you want to save the processing fee, by mail with
the enclosed form (p.5).

Happy Fall!
Keith Coffman-Grey, President
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Quilt Project Gold Coast

Presents the

SANTA BARBARA
AIDS QUILT MEMORIAL PROCESSION
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2024
AT 4PM

OCTOBER IS AIDS AWARENESS MONTH.
Join Quilt Project Gold Coast for the 3rd Annual AIDS Memorial Quilt Procession starting at
the Santa Barbara County Courthouse on October 12th at 4pm at the corner of Anacapa and
Anapamu Street.
We will carry AIDS Memorial Quilts of local residents lost to AIDS down State Street from the
Courthouse to Santa Barbara City Hall at 735 Anacapa.
e Meet at the Santa Barbara County Courthouse at the corner of Anacapa and Anapamu
Streets at 4pm
e A short program will be held at Santa Barbara City Hall
e The more people who show up, the more Quilts we can carry and display

JOIN US AS WE REMEMBER THOSE WE HAVE LOST TO AIDS
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A Summer of Activism

The summer months of July, August and September
continued a very busy period of activities for Quilt Project
volunteers, including a month-long display of a dozen
Quilts at the Santa Barbara County Administration Building
(see back page).

With area Pride festivals moved to August so as not to
compete with major Pridefests in Los Angeles and San
Francisco, QPGC joined in the celebrations in Santa Barbara
(below) and Ventura.

PLEASE CONTACT QUILT PROJECT
TO PLACE YOUR CARD-SIZED AD

QPGC Boardmember
. and volunteer Ron

‘| Oehler staffed the
. boothall day on

WITH US! . August 24 at the
Pacific Pride Festival
RATE s5 0/YEAR ' on the beachfront in
9§ ¢ SantaBarbara.
PORT HUENEME VENTURA PRIDE FESTIVAL

QPGC volunteer Chris Fava (left, below)
ran the LGBT information booth at the
Port Hueneme Naval Base’s diversity
event on July 11.

He is currently working on the Scott
Overby panel, and spent the day sewing
the Quilt while raising awareness about
the disease, in addition to LGBT issues.

The David John Dix and Richard Broder
panels provided a backdrop to his booth
for the day. Thanks to Chris and
everyone who helped'

Volunteers, including (I-r below) Keith & Neil Coffman-Grey, Ron
Oehler and Mark Lager (with supporter Joe Rund in black shirt)
passed out AIDS literature and condoms, in addition to Stitch’n
Times newsletters and information about upcoming events,
including the harbor cruise and the Procession of Quilts, with
the Chrlstopher Dye panel as a backdrop, on August 17
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: : AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT
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Whether you’re a long-time Quilter, or you’re interested in good
company and “memorable” times, we’re holding our Quilting
Bees in Ventura every 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.
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QUILT PROJECT FALL CALENDAR

11:Too-2(:joo Moorpark College Health Fair L ¢ &
Ocl:eref{ Moorpar'k QUILT PR(‘DJECT GOLD COAST
6:30-8:30 QUILTING BEE HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
Wednebsday UU Church of Ventura :
October 9 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura ; YOUR NAME
4’00'5&30 PROCESSION OF QUILTS :
Satgr 9 powntown State Street (see p.3) ! YOUR ADDRESS
Qctober 2 Gather at SB County Courthouse :
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE ;
Wednesday UU Church of Ventura :
October23 ¢4 palston Street in Ventura : PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text/ email)
6’00‘?;00 HALLOWEEN GHOST SHIP '
};” 9 Annual Dinner Cruise (see p.1) ;
October25  channel Islands Harbor : | AM INTERESTED IN:
2:00-4:00 : . .
Sunday BOARD MEETING _+ 0O making a Quilt panel for a loved one lost
Please contact 805-569-0561 for details
November 3 i to AIDS
6:30-8:30 QUILTING BEE 5
Wednzsday UU Church of Ventura NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
NOVEmDEr13 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura Lo joining in monthly Quilting bees
AllDay | | utheran AIDS Awareness Day |
Tuesday 10 sand Oaks : O helping with displays and booths
November 19 :
10:3;)-12(:100 WORLD AIDS DAY Service O donating fabric / materials
unday yu church of Santa Paula : : A
December 1 a6 Wil Sty fdSarta Pt O getting my $125 harbor Sru!se tl.cket
2:00-6:30 ) Lo Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
-S d WORLD AIDS DAY Display & Vigil : coast” and mail with this form in the enclosed envelope.
’ uz a)1/ Ventura City Hall :
CCEMBETT 501 Poli Street in Ventura THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT
_ Quilt Project Panel An Appreciation

THOMAS RICHARD PISTULKA
September 1957 - December 1992

1992.

THOMAS RICHARD PISTULKA, known by everyone as
Tom, died of AIDS complications just before Christmas

But before that he became “the AIDS Angel of Ojai,” where
he lived at the end of his life before dying at the age of 35
in hospice in Carpinteria.

He was born on September 26, 1957 at St. Francis Hospital
to Donald and Joyce Pistulka of Veronica Springs Road in
Santa Barbara, (continued on back page)



CHANNING PEAKE GALLERY DISPLAY A fo r b e
- =% All Saints’ Episcopal Church

From mid-August to September 16, hundreds of residents | ANC__—., Phone (805) 483-2347

h . === Fax (805) 483-8357
who passed through the Channing Peake Gallery at the | ¢, vices: Emidil office@alantos tr
Santa Barbara County Administration building saw a dozen | [t www.allsantos.org
AIDS Memorial Quilts and information on the Quilt (below). W e o i den
Quinceaneras. HOLY EUCH'AR'SI!Q

Confirmations. 144 South “C” Street
Thank you to the County and the Arts Commission for | piesentations.

Anniversaries. SUNDAY: ENGLISH : 9:15 A.M.
Mass of death. SPANISH : 11:15 A.M.
Parish Hall Rental. WEDNESDAY: BILINGUAL 5:00 P.M.

THURSDAY: MEDITATION NOON

JAY GILSON

FOR ALL THUSE 1_. ; e } v L wf_‘“):?:‘,& > ¢

L gST T0 AIDS ON - : S Harbor Oifice Solntions
THE GOLD COAST =

Mw B = it Harbor Office Solutions PHONE 805.963.4015
\v"" ,ﬁ.,‘__u.,_::“J i SEoE B s | 1626 De La Vina Street CELL 805.259.7802
Py ; - 3 2 Santa Barbara, CA 93101 FAX 805.963.9996
A\ ‘ jay@harborofficesolutions.com harborofficesolutions.com

TOM PISTULKA’S APPRECIATION (continued from previous page):
long after his two brothers, 8-year-old Bobby and 11-year-old Joey. Tom lived his entire life in the area,
and was an Ojai resident during the last few years of his life.

He became involved with AIDS Care, Inc., a Ventura-based nonprofit dedicated to helping those with
AIDS, and was not only a client but became a strong advocate for people living with the virus, speaking
out on Magic Johnson’s HIV announcement in 1991 to the Ventura County Star.

In July 1991 Tom was a key speaker in Ventura County’s 3-2 adoption of an ordinance prohibiting
discrimination against residents with AIDS and other life-threatening illnesses in housing, employment,
education and medical services.

“I can attest to the fact that discrimination takes place in Ventura County and is widespread,” he testified,
adding that he had been refused medical treatment because of the disease. “When my doctor realized
that I might have AIDS, he handed me my X-rays and told me to get the hell out of his office.”

Tom passed away in December 1992 and was survived by his family, including his beloved dog, as well as

many friends and advocates he befriended in the last years of his life. This AIDS Angel earned his wings.

SPONSORSHIPS

Jennifer Oakley presents QPGC (left)
with a Gold Level sponsorship — thank
you, Montecito Bank & Trust!

' Santa Ba

Others include Mark Lager & Garland
Jacobs, Amgen Pride, Ron Oehler,
Imperative Media, Dennis Mitchell &
Richard Sanders, David Landecker,
Harbor Office Solutions, Mashburn/Zell
Group-Century 21, Shawn & Donna
Klinge and Marc Goldman! (partial list)

Please include Quilt Project
Gold Coast in your giving by
contributing through this
easy-access QR code today!




