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Page 5-6 Appreciation: | This is the 7th year of The Stitch’n Times newsletter, and | want to thank Neil
ALFRED ANGEL Coffman-Grey, who has been Editor since the beginning.

Page 6 World AIDS Resolution | quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) has been holding Quilting bees the 2nd and
Page 6 QPGC Annual Meeting | 4th Wednesdays from Jan. to Nov. since its founding in 2018.

LI S R The first Quilting bees were in the front rooms of our Santa Barbara home. A
and display AIDS Memorial

OLille (nentiia andisanta: RACH after that, UU Church of Ventura offered usage of Berg Hall, which still

Barbara counties for the hosts our bimonthly Quilting bees. Thanks so much to UUCV for their support!

purpose of raising awareness : ‘o 58 :
S1RIV/AIDS remembeting During covid-19, we restarted the Quilting bees after a long pause in the back

Tl e e el yard of Andy and Manny Edgar-Beltran, and we are grateful to the Edgar-
QAR e i Beltran family for both opening up their home and their continued dedication
USRI RULIRETCRIEAS to remembering the names. (continued next page)

THE SEXUAL HEALTH PROMOTION UNIT The Santa Barbara County Public Health

by Adriana Almaguer, Santa Barbara County Public Health | Department and collaborating agencies
offer a full spectrum of services such as:

The Santa Barbara County Public Health Sexual Health s medlesl care

Promotion unit works to provide comprehensive HIV and
Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) services to Santa
Barbara County through education, awareness and access. e benefits counseling
e advocacy

e individual and group support

Our guiding values are reducing the stigma of sexuality,

empowering individuals to be in control of their sexual * health education

health and well-being, providing nonjudgmental services, e HIV testing

and ensuring health equity. e food programs

HIV infection is a serious issue that directly or indirectly e dental care

affects all members of our communities. e substance abuse services

People with HIV can take control of their health and life by | To learn more about our HIV programs and
learning about and taking advantage of the many resources | the HIV Resource Manual, please visit
that are available. www.sbcsexualhealth.org.
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2025: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

846,006 446,499
59 31
59+ 43+
59** 33**
19+ n/a
18 2019 deaths (iving with HIV/AIDS diagnosis) &

18 11

26 2021 deaths* n/a
Data from public health depts. *preliminary **by 3/31/25 preliminary

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2022 new diagnoses
2023 new diagnoses
2024 new diagnoses

2025 new diagnoses

2020 deaths™

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from front page):

All of the Quilts we make are kept locally so that we can display them
throughout the Gold Coast counties of Ventura and Santa Barbara.

We currently have over 40 completed panels that we have sewn by hand, with
more currently under production and files created for another half-dozen
ready to be started.

QPGC has a dedicated group of people who create and show the Quilts. We
are always looking for more volunteers to help make Quilt panels from our
list of names.

All skills are welcome! Our Quilting bees are held at UU Church of Ventura,
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura, from 6:30-8:30 on the second and fourth
Wednesdays Jan.-Nov. Enter Berg Hall from the back parking lot.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President




Whether you’re a long-time Quilter, or you’re interested in good
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QUILT PROJECT SPRING CALENDAR

company and “memorable” times, we’re holding our Quilting

Bees in Ventura every 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.

6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE |
Wedrj:;?f;/ UU Church of Ventura ; QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST
1 . i
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura :
- . HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
- d d QUILTING BEE ;
ednesda :
Py 2;’ UU Church of Ventura ! YOUR NAME
P 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura E
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE §
Wednesday UU Church of Ventura 5 YOUR ADDRESS
W d 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura
W6("13°'8(;3° QUILTING BEE ,
ednesday :
May 28 o] Church of Ventura | PREFERRED CONTACT (phone / text / emai)
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura ;
Af te;”f(’jo” AIDS LifeCycle (booth/display) |
riday i
Pas Rl .1 AM INTERESTED IN:
12:00"4&00 Camarillo Pride (booth/display) O making a Quilt for a someone lost to AIDS
SatJur 9 Constitution Park |
Un€7 601 Carmen Drive in Camarillo |~ NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
11:00-4:00  g3nta Maria Pride (booth/display) | L o
sunday  g.ntq Maria Fairpark : O joining in monthly Quilting bees
June 8 :
W6;30_8;30 QUILTING BEE O helping with displays and booths
ednesda i
s 1): UU Church of Ventura 1 O donating fabric | materials
5654 Ralston Street in Ventura ;
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE { O making a donation
Wednesday UU Church of Ventura Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
June 25 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura Coast” and mail with this form to QPGC, 1615 Calle Canon,
GiatBiag Santa Barbara CA 93101
W j &3 QUILTING BEE :
€ ”jsl 4" yu church of Ventura i THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT
Wy 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura !
Quilt Project Panel An Appreciation by Joseph Summers

* W»

DEC 17
1968

x ALFRED 5
ANGELW

ALFRED ANGEL
Dec. 17,1968 — Apr. 6, 2015

ALFRED ANGEL was a longtime Ventura County resident
and artist born December 17, 1968.

He was living in Ventura when he learned he was HIV-
positive and had AIDS. He took this as an opportunity to
give back, and started volunteering for a local AIDS non-
profit organization.

He became a POZ Speaker, joining other positive folks
around Ventura County talking about their personal stories
of HIV and AIDS in schools. (continued on back page)
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WORLD AIDS WEEK ANOTH ER BUSY SEASON

December 1st is known globally as World AIDS Day,
but for Quilt Project Gold Coast, the day of recog-
nition is generally referred to as World AIDS Week -
and generally lasts much longer than that!

The “busy season” for QPGC actually started on
November 19 at California Lutheran University in
Thousand Oaks, with a display (right) and Quilting
bee (see photo, back page) for CLU students.

Working with CLU Professor Dr. Adina Nack, the
QPGC team brought safer sex information and
prophylactics, as well as photo albums and a book
about the National AIDS Memorial Quilt that

garnered a great deal of interest and appreciation. Volunteers Celia Ortenberg and Neil Coffman-Grey staff the
information table at Cal Lutheran on Nov. 19.

QPGC spent November 24 at All Saints Episcopal
Church in Oxnard for their bilingual services that day,
with Vice President Mark Lager speaking about HIV
and AIDS in Ventura County, as well as a brief history
of the National AIDS Memorial Quilt and Quilt Project
Gold Coast.

Rev. Melissa Campbell Langdell presided over the
services, and spoke movingly about those living with
HIV and AIDS to the congregations for the English-
and Spanish-language services.

Quilts surrounded the pews in the church, and a
literature table and display were provided in the
Parish Hall during the breaks after each service.

All Saints Rev. Melissa Campbell Langdell and QPG VP Mark
Lager on Nov. 24.
For the third year, Quilt Project Gold Coast was
invited to display, this year on November 25 at the
University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB), on
their campus in Isla Vista.

Working with Marco Munoz at the Resource Center
for Gender and Sexual Diversity, a score of Quilt
panels and literature/resources table were on display
for students to learn more about HIV and AIDS.

I é \ o JRamas £ | 12
students at UCSB drew AIDS ribbons, art inspired by | =9l ** 5"“};:,2.5 ;
Keith Haring, and other renderings (right) about HIV ‘ :
and AIDS, as well as recognizing UCSB Professor L e L R
Richard Broder, for whom QPGC has created a Quilt.  UCSB students drew AIDS-inspired artwork and thank-yous to
(continued on next page) Quiilt Project for the display on Nov. 25.

In a surprising and thoughtful turn of events,
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WORLD AIDS WEEK 2024 (continued from previous page):

World AIDS Day fell on a Sunday in 2024, and Quilt Project
Gold Coast had one of its busiest days in the seven years of

aaron aaron

3now barbering at ]

santa babara & ownard Ca | 115 existence.

B Wl | | Invited by congregation member Jerry Gray, QPGC spent
consultation the morning and early afternoon of December 1 at the
detailed haircuts Universalist Unitarian Church of Santa Paula for a lovely,
hot towel shave solemn and well-attended service and gathering.
text/call 805.701.9546 Quilt Project Gold Coast President Keith Coffman-Grey
@ #lifeishai spoke about the local Quilt and the history of AIDS.
_ lfew ay That afternoon QPGC spent the afternoon of December 1 at
Ventura City Hall, with a display of dozens of Quilts in front
of the City Hall building (below).
PLEASE CONTACT QUILT PROJECT S e
TO PLACE YOUR CARD-SIZED AD ; |

WITH US!
RATE $50/YEAR

The weather was once again clement for both the
display and sunset candlelight vigil, with incoming
Mayor Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios offering a warm
welcome to those gathered, as well as comments from
Councilmember Doug Halter and a reading of the World
AIDS Day proclamation from the city.

After QPGC President Keith Coffman-Grey’s welcome,
Rev. Melissa Campbell Langdell led the invocation, and
Mark Lager provided a musical selection of the AIDS
anthem That’s What Friends Are For.

, e Later in December Doug and outgoing Mayor Joe
Incoming Mayor Dr. Jeannette Sanchez-Palacios offers Schroeder presented the proclamation to QPGC (see
remarks from Doug Halter and reads the City resolution. back page).

Finally, working with County of Ventura Arts & Cultural
Manager David Yoshitomi, Quilt Project hung nearly 40
Quilt panels at the Ventura County Administration
Building (see front page) for a display that lasted until the
first week of January 2025.

Thousands of people were able to view the Quilts during
their visit to the Admin Building, whether to pay tax or
attend the County Board of Supervisors meeting. Later in
December the Board of Supervisors issued their own
proclamation declaring World AIDS Day in Ventura

. o ) ] David Yoshitomi, Sean Enloe and Keith Coffman-Grey hang
County, with QPGC volunteers bringing a signature Quilt. panels at the County of Ventura Admin Building.



CAL LUTHERAN QUILTING BEE

Always a popular feature of our work with Cal Lutheran, on
Nov. 19 students worked with QPGC volunteers on four
different Quilts at various stages of production (below), and
the completed work from earlier years.

were able to see some of

e —;; ¥

Services:
Baptism.

Weddings.

Anniversaries,

First Communion.
Confirmations.

Quinceaieras.
Presentations.,

Muass of death.
Parish Hall Rental.

% All Saints’ Episcopal Church
N

Phone (805) 483-2347

Fax (805) 483-8357

E-mail office@allsantos.org

www.allsantos.org

144 South “C” Street

Oxnard, California 93030

HOLY EUCHARISTIC

SUNDAY: ENGLISH: 9:15 A.M.
SPANISH : 11:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY: BILINGUAL 5:00 P.M.
THURSDAY: MEDITATION NOON

JAY GILSORN

Harbor Office S
1626 De La v
Santa Barbara, CA 9
jay@harborofficesolutions.co

r Oifice Solutions

O PHONE 808.963.4015
CELL 805.259,7802
FAX 805.963.9996

harborofficesolutions.cam

ALFRED ANGEL’S APPRECIATION (continued from previous page):

Alfred moved to San Diego to be closer to his family, where he continued to volunteer for many LGBTQIA
and HIV/AIDS organizations, including the San Diego LGBT Center.

He was a lifelong student, and obtained a Bachelor’s in graphic design as well as a certificate in massage.

Alfred had a bout with physical and mental health issues for a few years, and eventually passed away on
April 6, 2015 from complications related to AIDS.

Alfred loved to paint and draw, and his Quilt is inspired by a banner that he painted for All Saints Parish
in Ventura around the late 1990s/early 2000s.

He was a great man and friend, and is missed greatly by everyone who knew him.

Did you know it’s now
easier than ever to
donate to QPGC?

Please include Quilt
Project Gold Coast by
contributing to our
work through this QR
code today!

WORLD AIDS DAY IN VC

On Dec. 10 the Ventura City Council (outgoing
Mayor Joe Schroeder and incoming Vice Mayor Doug
Halter, center) issued a proclamation declaring
World AIDS Day in the city, and later in
December the County of Ventura did the
same, with volunteers Sean Enloe and Sandra
Aldana representing QPGC.

ANNUAL BOARD
MEETING

On Jan. 26 QPGC held its Annual
Board Meeting, with Ron Cayou,
Neil Coffman-Grey and Celia
Ortenberg renewing their Board
directorships and current officers
reelected for another 1-year
term.

The budget was also set for fiscal
2025, and after some discussion
the Board agreed to take a one-
year break from the annual
harbor cruises in order to pursue
other fundraising opportunities.




