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LENACAPAVIR, the new “wonder drug” The drug will be available under the name

Excerpted from PBS.org Yeztugo for HIV-negative people. Although
the price tag of $28,000/year per person is
high, a generic version could cost a person
$25 annually, according to The Lancet.

A new medication to prevent HIV infection that can be
injected twice a year is being hailed as a breakthrough in the
fight against HIV/AIDS.

Experts say timely and affordable access to
lenacapavir could save millions of people,
but the sudden termination of funding for

global HIV prevention poses a major
With nearly 40 million people living with HIV, each year 1.3 | challenge for the US.

million more people are newly diagnosed. Globally about 31
million people take antiretroviral (ARV) medications to
prevent further transmission of the virus.

Although PrEP has been available for years, the emergence
of lenacapavir offers an easier, longer-lasting way to
prevent HIV infection (there is no HIV vaccine).

A June 27 Supreme Court decision said that
the Preventive Service Task Force has the
authority to mandate preventive medicines
Lenacapavir is an ARV drug injected only twice a year to | for coverage under the Affordable Care Act.
disrupt the HIV virus at several stages to undermine its
ability to replicate and make a person sick. It is also easier to
administer and requires fewer appointments each year.

But it also gave the HHS Secretary the
power to hire and fire task force members.
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2025: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

846,006 446,499
59 31
65 43
59~ 33+
34+ 15
18 2019 deaths (iiving with HIV/AIDS diagnosis) O
18 11

26 2021 deaths* n/a
Data from public health depts. *preliminary **by 6/30/25 preliminary

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2022 new diagnoses
2023 new diagnoses
2024 new diagnoses

2025 new diagnoses

2020 deaths”

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from front page):

We were very busy this spring attending Pride festivals and displaying Quilts in
Ventura and Santa Barbara counties. Our minute-long Pride Month public
service announcement on social media had over 56,000 views(!) reminding
people to stay safe and play safe during June and throughout the year.

Our Quilting bees with our dedicated volunteers continue to create new
panels on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at UU Church of
Ventura, 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura, from 6:30-8:30, and anyone
interested is more than welcome! Enter Berg Hall from the back parking lot.

QPGC will be at the Ventura Pride Festival on Aug. 16, as well as the Santa
Barbara Pride Festival on Aug. 23. In Santa Barbara we’re working with Pacific
Pride Foundation for a very special Quilt display that will be our largest ever in
Santa Barbara County (see “Gallery of Quilts,” p.4).

QPGC is an all-volunteer 501(c)3 nonprofit and would not exist without your
support. If you want to underwrite future editions of The Stitch’n Times,
please contact Neil for rates at quiltprojectgoldcoast@gmail.com.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President
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PRIDE MONTH ACROSS THE GOLD COAST

For Quilt Project Gold Coast, Pride Month began in -, |\ 75/’/”
May when our volunteers, at the San Luis Obispo [ = e
Pride Festival on May 31, met Richard Tibben, who
had commissioned a Quilt panel for his partner Ricky
‘Osito’ Valdez, who passed in 2000. He loved the
panel, and posed with QPGC President Keith
Coffman-Grey and Ricky’s Quilt for a photo (see p.5).
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AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT

On June 6th our volunteers displayed dozens of
panels and staffed a booth at the very last AIDS
LifeCycle, where administrative costs have made the
annual ride too costly to continue. It is truly the end

of an era, and we wish their staff and volunteers e | !
well. Volunteers (I-r) Ron Cayou, Mark Lager and Neil Coffman-Grey
staff the booth at the last AIDS LifeCycle in Ventura.

The very next day on June 7 was Camarillo Pride at
Constitution Park, a festive and very family-friendly
event blessed by wonderful weather (and thank-
yous to our hosts for the splendid location and
shout-outs from the stage).

QPGC thanks Chris Prevatt, who earlier this year
donated a treasure chest of old NAMES Project
merch from his days as President of the Orange
County chapter, which we sold.

We also thank Neil The Wandmaker, whose magical
wand proceeds benefited the Quilt Project at both
Camarillo and Santa Maria.

Volunteers NerlCoffman Grey (foreground) and Mark Lager at
Camarillo Pride on June 7.

The very next day after THAT, Quilt Project

volunteers trundled up to Santa Maria Pride on June g8 : 4 QUII’.TPROJE(;‘_T
8 at the Santa Maria Fairgrounds. TR R'1 . oolDGRASE:

Santa Maria Pride is a small but well-attended annual
festival that like Camarillo is very family-friendly.
Santa Maria is an area with many Spanish-speaking
residents, and Quilt Project passed out bilingual
materials about HIV/AIDS and STIs as well as
condoms and AIDS awareness ribbons to those who
attended. Thank you to Santa Barbara County Public
Health for providing us with literature and more for
these booths.

." ‘l” [] ‘ S
Quilt Project Gold Coast President Keith Coffman-Grey at Santa
Maria Pride on June 8.

These are some of the festivals that fill the Pride
Month calendar, and we’ll see you again in August
for the two largest - in Ventura and Santa Barbara!
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, Volunteer Feature
aaron aaron e .
I now barbering at } Quilt Project’s Board president KEITH COFFMAN-GREY came

THE BARBERSHOP | t° his decades-long commitment to AIDS activism after
santa barbara & oxnard,CA | many years in Democratic politics.

L R ; In fact, he was an alternate delegate in 1976 at the
consultation Democratic convention that elected Jimmy Carter!
detailed haircuts | But when his partner Mark Wilson was diagnosed with AIDS
hot towel shave | inlate 1984, Keith’s life changed forever.

text/call 805.701.9546 | “In 1985 AIDS Project Los Angeles was just forming,” he
_ [@) #lifeishairy | says- “Wejoined APLA’s couples group.

“It was a desperate time; AIDS was a death sentence, and
we knew our time together was short.”

PLEASE CONTACT QU”..T PROJECT Mark died in January 1986, leaving Keith dedicated to AIDS
TO PLACE YOUR CARD-SIZED AD education and policy so others didn’t have to suffer the loss

of their loved ones.

WITH US! He heard about the NAMES Project National AIDS Memorial
RATE $50/YEAR Quilt after Mark passed on. “I learned about the Quilt in Gay
magazines and on the news,” he recalls. He did not yet

know that there was a local chapter in Ventura County.

|
|

It was in the mid-9o’s that Keith met his future husband, Neil Demers-Grey, and joined NAMES Project
Ventura County’s Board of Directors as treasurer.

Keith worked statewide on AIDS policy as Central Coast delegate to the LIFE/AIDS Lobby of Sacramento, as
well as advocating at the local level as both president of Santa Barbara Stonewall Democrats and chair of
the Santa Barbara County Democratic Central Committee.

After Neil was diagnosed with AIDS In 2003, the couple mostly withdrew from AIDS activism - until 2017,
when Ventura County experienced a steep increase in new HIV infections.

“We formed Quilt Project Gold Coast in response to this increase,” he explains. “The Quilts are an excellent
way to educate and raise awareness so we can bring new infections down to zero.”

What advice does Keith have for those at-risk? “Be proactive and protect yourself. There are many ways to
prevent HIV/AIDS - educate yourself.”

The Gallery of Quilts

For over three decades, Quilt Project Gold Coast and its
predecessors have put on displays large and small,
including with National AIDS Memorial Quilts in addition to
our locally made panels (see front page photo).

kil

Since 2018 we’ve sewn dozens of our own panels, for
which we have put on our largest displays at the Ventura
County Government Center (photo right). On August 23 at
Santa Barbara Pride, you will be able to view 40 Quilts in § e o
an octagonal gallery as you walk into the festival. It willbe ~ The "Tower of Quilts” at the Ventura County
QPGC’s largest ever display in Santa Barbara County. Government Center in January 2025.
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QUILT PROJECT SUMMER CALENDAR

Whether you’re a long-time Quilter, or you’re interested in good ’
company and “memorable” times, we’re holding our Quilting 5 ;.
Bees in Ventura every 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.

6:30-8:30
Wednesday
July 23

2:00-4:00
Sunday
July 27
6:30-8:30
Wednesday
August 13

11:00-6:00
Saturday
August 16
11:00-7:00
Saturday

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura

5654 Ralston Street in Ventura i

Board Meeting
Oxnard

Please call 805.569.0561 for info

QUILTING BEE
UU Church of Ventura

5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

Ventura Pride (booth)
Plaza Park
Ventura

Santa Barbara Pride (booth/display)

A §

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

| YOUR NAME

| YOUR ADDRESS

{ PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text / emai)

Chase Palm Park Field '] AM INTERESTED IN:
AUgUSL 23 santq Barbara Beach i
6:30-8:30 QUILTING BEE O making a Quilt for a someone lost to AIDS
Wednesday iy church of Ventura o -
August 27 56c 4 Ralston Street in Ventura NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE O joining in monthly Quilting bees
Wednesday  yy church of Ventura
September 10 oo, Ralston Street in Ventura O helping with displays and booths
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE - i i
O donating fabric / materials
Wednesday UU Church of Ventura .
September 24 0

6:30-8:30

5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

making a donation

QUILTING BEE Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
Wednesday UU Church of Ventura Coast” and mail with this form to QPGC, 1615 Calle Canon,
October 8 Santa Barbara CA 93101

Quilt Project Panel

: n
‘ il
-‘«4‘A

: >

Ricky “Osito” Valdez

5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

\

Jan. 17,1956 - Feb. 19, 2000
(Photo taken May 31 at SLO Pride, Richard Tibben at right)

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

An Appreciation by Richard Tibben
[ first met RICKY VALDEZ after we played a softball game.

We were all sitting on a picnic table and he came
straggling in. He said he had no place to sit. | said, “You
could sit on my lap.”

He had such a beautiful soul. My family fell in love with him.
My older brother once said, “He is better people than us.”

Ricky was incredibly talented; | have much of his artwork,
as do others. | have kept so many of his hand-drawn cards
expressing his love for me. (continued on back page)



THREADS OF HOPE

Quilt Project’s monthly giving program
At the annual meeting of Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) in

opal Church

Phone (805) 483-2347
Fax (805) 483-8357

Services: E-mail office@allsantos.org
January, the budget was set and boardmembers and | [WUC union. www.allsantos.org
officers were selected. Woddings. Ox,}:fd?'é:f;m:ia e
Additionally, a new program was christened “Threads of | ireniations -
Hope,” a monthly giving program that makes it easy to sign pvorsanos.  SPANISH : 1115 A.M.
up for automatic contributions of any amount toward the Rarish Hall Rentaf, T oo

education and awareness efforts of QPGC.

“Thus far Threads of Hope has several donors,” said QPGC
Treasurer Neil Coffman-Grey. “We encourage people JAY GILSON ]
committed to fighting the spread of HIV, and those
dedicated to remembering those lost to the disease, to
enroll in this fantastic program.”

How do | get involved? It’s simple! Click on the QR code
(below left) and just follow the guidelines to enroll in the
Threads of Hope. We thank you for your support!

RICKY VALDEZ’S APPRECIATION (continued from previous page):

| once asked him to do a special certificate for me, and the calligraphy looked like it had been done by a
monk! | needed a haircut and he said he’d do it. Without any training, he gave me the best haircut I've ever
had. He eventually went to cosmetology school and won an award at a Long Beach show for his “Lizard
Women” hair, makeup and costume. | have all of the mixtapes he made for me, as he liked to DJ.

After | retired, we drove throughout the country, from the Hoh rainforest in western Washington to
waking to our frozen Jeep in Yellowstone one morning. | restored many cars, and as | was shining up the
outside for a show, he was working to perfect the inside. | still have the banner he made by hand for one
of our car clubs.

He was so easy to live with and such a loving human being. He went through so much, but you wouldn’t
know it as he always had a smile on his face.

His death was a shock. He was weeding in the orchard the day before he passed away. He loved humming:-
birds, and to this day there is a hummingbird that follows me around the orchard.

QUILTS AT THE LIBRARY

by Marc Goldman

Living Legacy was an exhibition of artworks at the
Faulkner Gallery of the Santa Barbara Public Library
by members of the local senior LGBT community.

The 28 artists who participated lived through the
most devastating years of the AIDS epidemic in
Did you know it’s | Ventura and Santa Barbara counties, and for all it Wasimportant to have a selec-
easier than ever to | [eft an imprint that remains today. tion of Quilts on display.
donate to QPGC?
Please contribute to
our work through this
QR code today!

Many from the community still express their Evenas Living Legacy empha-
traumatic images through their art. The Quilt sized professional artists, it
Project remains an ongoing remembrance of those was a fitting tribute to have
lost to AIDS in a creative and artistic fashion, and it  the Quilts.




