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and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa
Barbara counties for the
purpose of raising awdreness

of HIV/AIDS, remembering
those lost to the disease, and

helping survivors cope with

the loss of their loved one.

THE

PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN

by

Keith
Coffman-Grey

Our Quilters were busy as bees this summer.

Fall is here, and Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) is looking forward to a busy
season of awareness and education about HIV and AIDS.

October is AIDS Awareness Month. This year will be our 4th Annual AIDS Quilt
| Memorial Procession (see p.3) down State Street in Santa Barbara on Oct. 18 at
R E e 4pm. We always need volunteers'to help carry the Quilts in remembrance to

| those we have lost to AIDS, so please join us.

QPGC will also have a booth on Oct. 7 at Moorpark College for their annual
health fair, where we’ll be handing out condoms and safer sex literature.

On Sunday, Nov. 16 at 4pm, Paddy McDermott’s is hosting Drag Queen Bingo
to benefit QPGC! This will be a fun event with lots of amazing prizes, so get
there early for a good seat. (continued next page)

DRAG QUEEN BINGO TO BENEFIT THE
QUILT PROJECT

Join QPGC at Paddy McDermott’s on November 16

With no harbor cruise this year, Quilt Project Gold Coast
is excited to announce that for the first time, Paddy
McDermott’s, located at 2 West Main in Ventura, will
host a Drag Queen Bingo on Nov. 16 at 4pm to benefit
QPGC!

Coordinator Ruby Diamond told The Stitch’n Times that
for good seats at the fundraiser, it is recommended to
get to Paddy’s by 2:30-3pm. Doorprizes from lIsland
Packers, Coast 2 Coast, The Barbershop, Neil The
Wandmaker and more will be awarded to the winners.

Bingo cards are $10 each, and there will also be an
auction for more prizes. If you want to donate, please
contact us at quiltprojectgoldcoast@gmail.com.

WORLD AIDS OBSERVANCES
COMING INTO FOCUS

Quilt Project Gold Coast will recognize World
AIDS over several weeks of activities, including:

Nov. 18 at Cal Lutheran University: QPGC will
host a Quilting bee for honors students, as well
as a display of Quilts and literature table during
CLU’s evening program and observance;

Nov. 30 at All Saints Oxnard: We will display
Quilts and speak about the QPGC at All Saints’
9:30 (English) and 11:30 (Spanish) congregations;

Dec. 1 at Ventura City Hall: Please join us for our
annual 5:30 candlelight vigil;

Dec. 7 at UU Santa Paula: QPGC will display
Quilts and speak about AIDS in Ventura County.
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2025: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

846,006 446,499
59 31
65 43
59+ 33
4 8+ 15+
18 2019 deaths (living with HIV/AIDS diagnosis) 3
18 11

26 2021 deaths” n/ a
Data from public health depts. *preliminary **by 8/31/25 (VC), 6/30/25 (SB) preliminary

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

population
2022 new diagnoses
2023 new diagnoses
2024 new diagnoses

2025 new diagnoses

2020 deaths”

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (continued from front page):

World AIDS Day is Dec. 1, and our annual observance will again take place on
the front steps of Ventura City Hall, with a display of several dozen panels
from 2:30-5:30pm followed by a candlelight vigil from 5:30-6:30pm.

Rev. Manny Edgar-Beltran will officiate along with other local clergy, and
Andy Edgar-Beltran of I've Seen Better Elephants will be performing a musical
selection. The City of Ventura provides the battery-powered candles, and
Deputy Mayor Doug Halter will read the City of Ventura proclamation.

Of course, we are busy in the weeks preceding and following World AIDS Day,
and on Nov. 19 QPGC will host a Quilting bee and display of panels at Cal
Lutheran University. On Nov. 30 we will be at All Saints Church in Oxnard for
their Sunday morning services, and on Dec. 7 we will be at UU Santa Paula.
Watch for more events in November’s edition of The Stitch’n Times.

With summer over, we look back in this newsletter on our Aug. 16 booth at
Ventura Pride, and our Gallery of Quilts at Santa Barbara Pride on Aug. 23. We
want to thank Pacific Pride Foundation for providing the space for our Gallery
of over 40 Quilts (our largest ever in the county) at the festival entrance. In
addition to our Quilting bees, it was definitely a productive summer.

QPGC is an all-volunteer 501(c)3 nonprofit and would not exist without your
support. If you have any questions or ideas, please contact us at
quiltprojectgoldcoast@gmail.com.

Keith Coffman-Grey, President



The Stitch’n Times pAGE 3

1“. %’i
W

A
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Presents the

SANTA BARBARA
AIDS QUILT MEMORIAL PROCESSION

¥

MITCH KINCANNON
195:-1904 S ‘
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2025
AT 4PM

OCTOBER IS AIDS AWARENESS MONTH.

Join Quilt Project Gold Coast for the AIDS Memorial Quilt Procession starting at the
Santa Barbara County Courthouse on October 18th at 4pm at the corner of Anacapa
and Anapamu Street. We will carry AIDS Memorial Quilts of local residents lost to AIDS
down State Street from the Courthouse to Santa Barbara City Hall at 735 Anacapa.

e Meet at the Santa Barbara County Courthouse at the corner of Anacapa and
Anapamu Streets at 4pm
e A short program will be held at Santa Barbara City Hall
e The more people who show up, the more Quilts we can carry and display

JOIN US AS WE REMEMBER THOSE WE HAVE LOST TO AIDS
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We are Unitarian Universalists. August Pride 25

We are proud to provide a home for %l \
the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making of ! 5 \ QUILT PROJECT
i § GOLD COAST

Quilt Project Gold Coast. B
° AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT

We gather every Sunday at
10:00am

5654 Ralston Street
Ventura CA 93003

Phone: 805-644-3898
https://www.uuventura.org
www.facebook.com/UUVentura

PLEASE CONTACT QUILT PROJECT
TO PLACE YOUR CARD-SIZED AD

WITH US! The Gold Coast Pride calendar is a bit askew from the June

celebrations, with Ventura and Santa Barbara - not wanting

RATE $50/YEAR to compete with larger festivals — enjoying their Pride in
August of each year.

(Of course, smaller and newer festivals have filled the June void in the Gold Coast, including Oxnard, Santa
Maria and Camarillo.)

Ventura Pride was August 16, and Quilt Project Gold Coast had a booth, a signature quilt-signing table and a
small display of Quilts at Plaza Park (Keith Coffman-Grey, pictured above). It was a festive day of community,
with many friends old and new stopping by the booth.

The Gallery of Quilts

This year Pacific Pride Foundation collaborated with QPGC for a truly historic display of panels that is our
largest display ever of AIDS Memorial Quilts in Santa Barbara County, with over forty set up in an octagonal
gallery (photo, right) at the entrance to the
Pride festival and our booth nearby to
answer questions. PPF also provided
benches for attendees to spend more
time viewing the Quilts.

The display at the August 23 festival got a
great deal of local coverage and was seen
by thousands of festival-goers.

| l\!E? Yo -
LOYE Much £y
1 L}\UGHﬁ‘ﬁ* i

Between those who helped set up the
Quilts and those who staffed the booth,
thanks to all the volunteers involved in the
day’s activities (see back page photo).

A short squall of tropical rain blessed the
day, with no damage to the Quilts, which
dried very quickly. It was a tremendous
day of outreach and awareness raising. The "GaHery of Qu:lts” at the Santa Barbara Pride Festival on August 23, 2025.
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QUILT PROJECT FALL CALENDAR

Whether you’re a long-time Quilter, or you’re interested in good
company and “memorable” times, we’re holding our Quilting
Bees in Ventura every 2nd & 4th Wednesday from 6:30 — 8:30 pm. :

10:00-2:00  Health Fair (booth)
Tuesday Moorpark College

October 7 moorpark
6:30-8:30 QUILTING BEE é HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED

Wednesday  yy church of Ventura
October 8 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

4:00-5:00  PROCESSION OF QUILTS :
Saturday s county Courthouse ! YOUR ADDRESS
October 18  stgte Street to SB City Hall :

6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE
Wednesday  yy church of Ventura :
October 22 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura | PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text / emai)

6:30-8:30 | AST QUILTING BEE OF 2025!

Wednesday yy church of Ventura .
November 12 554 Ralston Street in Ventura 5 I AM INTERESTED IN:

400530 PADDY’S DRAG QUEENBINGO | o making a Quilt for a someone lost to AIDS
sunday  enefit for Quilt Project Gold Coast !

November 16 > West Main Street in Ventura

AllDay  WORLD AIDS DAY Observance |
Tuesday  cq| Lutheran University : O joining in monthly Quilting bees
November 18 Thousand Oaks :

9:30 and 11:30  WORLD AIDS DAY Observance
sunday  ajl sgints Episcopal Church
November 30 144 Soyth ‘C’ Street in Oxnard

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST

| YOUR NAME

NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)

O helping with displays and booths

. O donating fabric /| materials

2:30and 5:30  \WORLD AIDS DAY (display/vigil) : O making a donation
Monday Ventura City Hall i Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
December 1 501 Poli Street in Ventura Coast” and mail with this form to QPGC, 1615 Calle Canon,
10:30-11:30  \WWORLD AIDS DAY Observance | Selftel BARAaRa €5 p1cH
Sunda ]
Hneay’ uu church of Santa Paula | THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT

December7 540 Main Street in Santa Paula

~Quilt Project Panel An Appreciation

Hi siiia - ‘ A giving and supportive spirit, CLIFFORD OLSON passed
CLIFFORD OLSON away on Nov. 8, 1994 in Santa Barbara.

- 1220-1949-11-8 1994 % Born Jan. 20, 1949 in Grand Forks, North Dakota, Cliff lived
Al g W “'?:: e in Portland, San Francisco and Los Angeles before moving
A to Santa Barbara.

‘:’i ;
 SANTA BARBARA

>

He began his career as a clothing designer with Pegasus
. Leather in Sausalito in 1972, later becoming principal
Clifford Olson designer for the North Beach Leather chain in San

Jan. 20,1949 - Nov. 8, 1994 Francisco and West Hollywood. (continued on back page)




ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS CREATE NEW QUILT

Working with QPGC President Keith Coffman-Grey, the p All Saints” Episcopal Church

Phone (805) 483-2347

lllinois mother and daughter team of Mikke and Allison et Fax (805) 483-8357
. . . . Services: x i
Bitten (I-r) created the David Rice panel. Thank you, ladies! Baptism. E-mail office@allsantos.org
3 i i ) First Communion. www.allsantos.org

Confirmations. 144 South “C” Street
Weddings. Oxnard, California 93030
Qumeceanieras. HOLY EUCHARISTIC
Presentations.
ANBIVEFSRog: SUNDAY: ENGLISH : 9:15 A.M.
Kt of desth; SPANISH : 11:15 A.M.
Parish Hall Rental. WEDNESDAY: BILINGUAL 5:00 P.M,

THURSDAY: MEDITATION NOON

JAY GILSON

184
05.963.9996
-esolutions.com

Santa Barh
jay@harhorofficesolutions.con harborof

CLIFFORD OLSON’S APPRECIATION (continued from previous page):

During this time, Cliff also did a great deal of work for the film industry. In 1984 he opened his own store on
Melrose Avenue, and in 1990 he moved to Santa Barbara to explore new creative and spiritual arenas. His
last film work was costuming for the movie On Deadly Ground in 1993.

Clifford was active in the local Gay community in San Francisco in the 1970s, then Los Angeles, where he
met the love of his life, Albert Lombardi, and finally Santa Barbara. He served on the Ryan White Care
Council, with its focus on AIDS, and started a network of massage therapists to serve PWAs free of charge.

He passed away at Heath House, the local AIDS hospice in Santa Barbara, and had memorial services in
both Santa Barbara and San Francisco.

His close friend Richard Goldman said, “We stayed in touch over the phone when neither of us were well
enough to travel, and waited as promising new drugs were in the pipeline. If only Clifford could have held
out longer, but like so many, he missed the protease (inhibitor) moment by months.”

SANTA BARBARA PRIDE

Thank you to all the volunteers! e k) 2 ALL T
| %, L TO AID

The August 23 Santa Barbara Pride Festival
celebrated 50 years since the Pacific Pride
Foundation opened their doors in 1975 as
Western Addiction Services.

[t also marked Quilt Project Gold Coast’s
Did you know it’s | [argest ever display of AIDS Memorial Quilts
easier than ever to |in Santa Barbara County, with over 4o
donate to QPGC? panels to let community members know Oehler, Neil and Keith Coffman-Grey,
Please contribute to | that AIDS is still with us. Laurence Nicklin, Sandra Aldana and
our work through this | . you to all of our volunteers, including  €indy Copeland Burrell. Thank you for

R code today! i
QR co ¥ Ron Cayou, Sean Enloe, Marc Goldman, Ron  helping us remember the names!




