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Mission Statement: To create
and display AIDS Memorial
Quilts in Ventura and Santa

Barbara counties for the

purpose of raising awdreness
of HIV/AIDS, remembering

those lost to the disease, and
helping survivors cope with
the loss of their loved one.

(continued next page)
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THE

PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN

by

Keith
Coffman-Grey

Quilting bee highjinks make our Wednesdays festive.

Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) had a productive June Pride Month, showing
AIDS Memorial Quilts and raising awareness about HIV / AIDS.

QPGC was at Camarillo Pride on Jun. 6, Santa Ynez Valley Pride in Solvang Jun.
13, and up to Atascadero Pride Jun. 14 (see highlights, p.4).

Also on the 14th, Cindy Copeland Burrell coordinated a Beginner’s Quilting Bee
workshop at the Camarillo Public Library with help from fellow Boardmembers
Celia Ortenberg and Ron Oehler. QPGC Vice President Mark Lager gave a
PowerPoint presentation on the history of AIDS Memorial Quilts (see p.3).

QUILTS ON DISPLAY AT SANTA BARBARA LIBRARY
FOR THE MONTH OF JULY

Quilt Project Gold Coast, in conjunction with Prime
Timers of the Central Coast and the Santa Barbara
County Public Library, is displaying three dozen
AIDS Memorial Quilts at the Santa Barbara Library’s
Faulkner Gallery through the month of July.

After setting up the panels with help from
volunteers with the Pacific Pride Foundation, as
well as library officials, QPGC on July 2 hosted a
reception for First Thursday Art Walk (see photo,
right).

Dozens of arts patrons viewed the Quilts,
participated in interactive Quilt activities, and
learned about QPGC, the history of the AIDS
Memorial Quilt, and the men, and for the first time
woman, Sylvia LaBonte, featured on the Quilt
panels. (see next column)

The exhibit was coordinated by QPGC Boardmember
Marc Goldman, who also put together last year’s
event at the Faulkner. This year the exhibit will be
shown during the entire month, with brochures and
literature to let library patrons know that AIDS is still
among us in the Gold Coast.
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2026: THE NUMBERS by county
VENTURA COUNTY SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

840,139 446,499
65 43
/1 32

82 29-

population
2023 new diagnoses
2024 new diagnoses

2025 new diagnoses

30** 2026 new diagnoses 8**
1 8 2019 deaths (living with HIV/AIDS diagnosis) 8

1 8 2020 deaths* 1
26 2021 deaths* 7

Data from public health depts. *preliminary **by 6/30/26 preliminary

GETTING YOUR HIV TEST by county
vchca.org/lgbt countyofsb.org/phd/dcp.stds.sbc

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (from front page): QPGC also received proclamations
from the City of Santa Barbara on Jun. 9 and the City of Ventura on Jun. 3, as
well as taking part in its flag raising for Pride Month on Jun. 11 (p.3).

This July, Quilt Project has collaborated with the City of Santa Barbara, the
Santa Barbara Downtown Library and the local chapter of the Prime Timers
group for a Quilt display in the Faulkner Gallery through the end of July. The
entire gallery is devoted to AIDS Memorial Quilts made by our dedicated
volunteers. Many thanks also to Pacific Pride Foundation for their assistance.

The Faulkner display is the largest-ever indoor Quilt showing by QPGC in
Santa Barbara County. If you are in Downtown Santa Barbara in July, stop by
and see this very moving exhibit, which would not be possible without the
many volunteer hours of hand stitching of each Quilt over the past eight years.

On Jul. 25 we will have a booth at Ventura Pride. On Aug. 22 QPGC will be
showing all of our Quilts in collaboration with Pacific Pride Foundation in a
special exhibit at the Santa Barbara Pride at the Beach festival.

We have also been meeting with Cal State University at Channel Islands in
Camarillo, and will be displaying for the first time at CSUCI at the Broome
Gallery of their library for the month of September leading to October AIDS
Awareness Month, with a reception to mark the exhibit.

Watch for more details in the next edition of The Stitch’n Times, as well as our

full autumn schedule of events, including Nov. 15 when we will return to

Paddy’s Bar for another edition of Drag Queen Bingo to benefit our nonprofit.
Keith Coffman-Grey, President
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QPGC at the Camarillo Public Library

LASTI NG
MEMORIES

Spansored by the Santa Borbara City Library and PHimeJimers ofithe Ccnh'nl
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SHOW DATES A D R R 3
JULY 2-30, 2026 On June 14, Quilt Project Gold Coast volunteers coordinated
TN T N N A T L rc\IT . 4 | by Boardmember Cindy Copeland Burrell worked in partner-
TR " | ship with the Camarillo Public Library to host an interactive
Quilt display with a presentation from Mark Lager in the
library’s Community Room (see above).

With AIDS Memorial Quilts displayed around the large room and Quilts for life partners Dominick Parisi
and Eugene Weren placed side by side for the first time, Mark first gave a PowerPoint history of the
National AIDS Quilt, as well as QPGC’s own history, before attendees learned the ins and outs of quilting
from QPGC volunteers, led by Celia Ortenberg.

Thank you to our volunteers for raising awareness about HIV and AIDS in Ventura County!

OTHER PRIDE MONTH ACTIVITIES

It was a triple sweep of the tri-counties for Quilt Project Gold Coast, with demonstrations and festivals
galore in addition to our Quilting bees during June Pride Month. But there were also smaller, important
appearances by QPGC that underscored the message that HIV and AIDS are still with us, affecting the lives
of our communities in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.

The City of Ventura issued a proclamation
for June Pride Month on June 3, with
Mark Lager and Diversity Collective of
Ventura County’s Celia Sandhya Daniels
receiving proclamations (right at bottom).

The City of Santa Barbara also declared
Pride Month, with Keith Coffman-Grey F J
(immediate right) and Pacific Pride’s ABOVE: QPGC Pres. Keith Coffman-

Executive Director Julio Roman receiving Grey accepts a proclamation from
proclamations on June 9. Santa Barbara Mayor Randy Rowse.

. ) AT RIGHT (above): QPGC VP Mark
The City of Ventura on June 11 raised the | or speaks at the Ventura City flag

Progress Pride flag, and Mark was on raising; (below) QPGC and friends at
hand to speak about the Quilt Project at the City of Ventura’s declaration of
City Hall to those in attendance. Pride Month in the city.
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We are Unitarian Universalists. June Pride Festivals Across the Central Coast
We are proud to provide a home oy T T L | i
for the AIDS Memorial Quilt-making

of Quilt Project Gold Coast.

We gather every Sunday at
10:00am

5654 Ralston Street
Ventura CA 93003

Phone: 805-644-3898
https://www.uuventura.org
www.facebook.com/UUVentura

@ Montecito
Bank & Trust’ 3

Jennifer Qakley

LE/LEEa;$83%2;§ger L It was a tricounty month of Pride festivals for Quilt Project
in June, beginning Jun. 6 in Ventura County at Camarillo
joakley@montecito.bank Pride (above), put on by the LAWIC (“Love Always Wins in

T 805-564-7379  F 805-280-7115

Camarillo”) Foundation. Our volunteers displayed many
2034 Cliff Dr - Santa Barbara, CA 93109

Quilts and answered questions about AIDS and the Quilt.

And this year for the first time in Santa Barbara
County, QPGC worked with Santa Ynez Valley
Pride to show a dozen AIDS Memorial Quilts there.

The weather was splendid Jun. 13, and many
people in Solvang signed up for our newsletter
and bought merchandise (photo at left).

SYVP puts on the only Pride parade in the Central
Coast, with other Prides putting on picnics,
festivals or walks, and QPGC is pondering whether
to walk in the short parade holding Quilts in 2027
as well as a booth and display — what do you think?

It was onto San Luis Obispo County Jun.
14 for We Are Atascadero Pride’s
namesake festival (pictured right).

WAAP had contacted QPGC for the past
several years to put on a display of AIDS
Memorial Quilts, but with so many
events in June it had been nearly
impossible.

However, this year with AIDS LifeCycle
now done the calendar opened up, which
allowed us to trek up to Atascadero the
day after Solvang and show many of our
Quilts to SLO County residents.
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QUILT PROJECT SUMMER CALENDAR R

Whether you’re a long-time Quilter, or you’re interested in good
company and “memorable” times, we’re holding our Quilting
Bees in Ventura 6:30 - 8:30 pm on the dates below (partial list).

[ A It

July2 QUILT DISPLAY
t
| O Faulkner Gallery : QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST
July 30 santa Barbara City Library i
Wednesday  (y church of Ventura
July 8 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura | YOURNAME
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE :
Wednesday  yy church of Ventura ! YOUR ADDRESS
July 22 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura
11:00-5:00 VENTURA PRIDE i
Saturday (pooth/display) ;
JU’Y 25 Plaza Park in Ventura i PREFERRED CONTACT (phone/ text/ema”)
2:00-4:00  QUARTERLY BOARD MEETING ;
sunday  oxnard |
AUBUSL 9 contact 805.569.0561 for info . AM INTERESTED IN:
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE o) making a Quilt for a someone lost to AIDS
Wednesday  yy church of Ventura i
August 12 g |
& 5054 Ruislion Street i Veniting | NAME OF LOVED ONE (plus birth/death dates)
11:00-7:00 - SANTA BARBARA PRIDE o
Saturday  pooth/display) 1 O joining in monthly Quilting bees
AUgUSt 22 Chgse Palm Field in Santa Barbara i & Tl et e d booth
s : with displays and booths
6:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE | SPE Py
Wednesday yy church of Ventura . O donating fabric / materials
August 26 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura !
6:30-8:30 QUILTING BEE E O making a donation
Wednesday (u church of Ventura ! Please make checks payable to “Quilt Project Gold
September 9 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura Coast” and mail with this form to QPGC, 1615 Calle Canon,
6:20-8: : Santa Barbara CA 93101
:30-8:30  QUILTING BEE =
Wednesday  yy church of Ventura THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE QUILT
September 23 5654 Ralston Street in Ventura

Quilt Project Panel

coLoRADD W gt P
AUGUST 23 1935 (TIWE IN PLHEK

ROBERT W. PIMENTEL
Aug. 23, 1935 — Oct. 25,1988

VENTURA
OCTOBER 25 1988

.ROBERT PIMENTEL: An Appreciation
One of the pioneers of the local response to AIDS in Ventura
County, ROBERT W. PIMENTEL, also known as Bob, joined
the first wave of activists in forming AIDS Care, Inc., serving
as Treasurer [ CFO and coordinating ACI’s 2nd Annual
Haircut-a-thon.

When Bob became ill and moved to Merced to be near his
mother, ACI paid tribute, saying he “touched many lives with
his compassion, determination and dedication... His resigna-
tion will be felt in the heart of (ACI).” (continued on back page)
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Manny and Andy Edgar-Beltran at the Quilt Project volunteer

Services:

Baptism.

First Communion.
Confirmations.
Weddings.
Qumceaderas,
Presentations.
Anniversaries,
Mass of death,
Parish Hall Rental.

Phone (805) 483-2347

Fax (805) 483-8357

E-mail office@allsantos.org

www.allsantos.org

144 South “C” Street

Oxnard, California 93030

HOLY EUCHARISTIC

SUNDAY: ENGLISH: 9:15 A.M.
SPANISH : 11:15 A.M.

WEDNESDAY: BILINGUAL 5:00 P.M.
THURSDAY: MEDITATION NOON

JAY GILSORN

Harbor Office Solutions
1626 De La Vina Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
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' Difice Solutions
PHONE 805.963.4015
CELL 805.250.7802
FAX 805.963.9996

jay@harborofficesolutions.corm

harborofficesolutions.com

appreciation party on April 26. Thank you for hosting, guys!

BOB PIMENTEL: An Appreciation (continued from previous page):

Bob was born Aug. 23, 1935 in Almont, Colorado before his family moved to Merced, where he graduated
from Merced High School and San Jose State University. He worked as an independent contractor after
serving in the Navy.

When Bob passed on October 25, 1988, he was survived by his mother Audrey and brother Noel, both of
Merced, as well as brother Francis of Pleasanton and sister Sydney of Atwater. Funeral services for family
and friends took place at the Ivers & Alcorn Funeral Home in Merced. The Catholic Church of Merced
officiated his service, and he was entombed in the Evergreen Mausoleum.

When word reached Ventura of his death, ACI President Christopher Dye wrote, “We regret to announce
that our past treasurer Bob Pimentel passed on October 25. Bob’s contributions to AIDS Care were many
and varied. His interest, drive and caring help make the AIDS Care 2nd Annual Haircut-a-thon in 1987 a
major success. His continued support throughout his time is remembered by all.”

QUILT PROJECT GOLD COAST
THREADS OF HOPE PROGRAM
Last year, the Quilt Project Gold Coast (QPGC) Board of Directors established its

monthly giving program, with the title “Threads of Hope” in the hopes that one
day there will be a cure for the AIDS virus.

EE

Although QPGC includes a donation envelope with each edition of The Stitch’n
Times for readers to contribute, the QR code (at left) allows for supporters of the
AIDS Memorial Quilt to conveniently contribute a monthly amount, small or large,
to support the nonprofit’s work in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.

Did you know it’s easier
than ever to donate to
QPGC?

Please join our monthly
Threads of Hope giving
program through our QR
code today!

With the pause in the Quilt Project’s major fundraising — namely, the annual
harbor cruise - it is more vital than ever for programs such as the Threads of
Hope to allow QPGC to continue its work in the Gold Coast. Thank you to those
already participating, and if you are not, we hope you can join today.




